
NU
M

BE
R1

0

Geneva, October 2002

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

MUSIC AND TEXTILES
FROM  ASEAN

IP ASSETS: STRATEGIES
FOR GOVERNMENTS
AND BUSINESS

PCT: CONTINUING GROWTH
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
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On the occasion of the opening of the Assemblies of Member States of WIPO,
the Organization hosted an exhibition entitled “Music and Textiles from the
ASEAN Countries” at its headquarters in Geneva. The exhibition opened on
September 24 and will continue through October.

Composed of a broad collection of musical instruments, textiles, and video-
tapes of musical performances and craftspeople at work, the exhibition pro-
vides vivid examples of how different peoples of the region combine the use
of natural materials such as wood, bamboo, plants, and fibers to create
instruments, articles of clothing, and decorative items. The results – a wide
variety of design, color and textures – provide insights into how human
creativity works and how it enriches everyday life around the world.

WIPO is actively engaged with its Member States in promoting a broader under-
standing of the value of human creativity and innovation, its role as a vital
national resource, and how all nations can benefit from an efficient and equitable
intellectual property system that encourages such creativity. WIPO is exploring,
with its Member States, how intellectual property systems may apply to tradi-
tional knowledge and folklore, traditional creativity and cultural expressions.

MUSIC AND TEXTILES FROM
THE ASEAN COUNTRIES

The missions of the ten nations of the
ASEAN region – Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Ma-
laysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam
– provided generous support in col-
lecting the artifacts for the exhibi-
tion, which is on view in the WIPO
Information Center of WIPO head-
quarters (open weekdays from 9 to
5 through October). Silks and bro-
cades, cottons and batiks, sumptu-
ous gold and silver embroidery, gold
dust, gold leaf, as well as beautifully
woven everyday garments, sheets,
pillows, saddle cloths for horses,
burial cloths and much, much more,
are all found in the countries of the
ASEAN region.
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To celebrate the opening of the ex-
hibition, WIPO hosted the Briged
Seni Cultural Troupe of Malaysia,
which performed a variety of enter-
tainment from the ASEAN countries.
The mix of song, dance and color-
ful traditional costumes highlighted
the region’s rich cultural heritage.

Malay Traditional Dance

The development of musical instru-
ments has naturally been dependent
on the materials available, the tech-
nological skills of the people,
mythological and symbolic motifs,
and patterns of trade and migration.
Each country features its own dis-
tinctive styles; however, there are
various families of instruments that
are more or less common, such as
chimes, gongs and xylophones.

Brunei Darussalam Philippines

Indonesia

Thailand

Myanmar
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As part of the exhibition of ASEAN
folklore, Mr. Pak Nasir, a world-re-
nowned Tok Dalang (puppet mas-
ter) from Malaysia, performed the
traditional art of Wayang Kulit story-
telling to groups of students invited
to WIPO from September 24-26.

Traditional shadow play, popular in
many oriental and Middle Eastern
countries for more than 1,000 years,
is still practiced in its oldest form in
China, India, Indonesia and many
other parts of Asia. In Malaysia,
Wayang Kulit, an ancient form of
storytelling from the villages, is
found mostly in the state of Kelantan.
This version of shadow play prob-
ably came to Malaysia from Cam-
bodia through Thailand.

In Wayang Kulit the puppet master
or Tok Dalang deftly manipulates his
puppets behind a large white screen.
A light projects the shadow of the
puppets on the screen as the audi-
ence listens to the master puppeteer
vary his tone to suit each character
– narrating, animating and singing.
The Tok Dalang uses up to 13 differ-
ent voices to captivate his audience.

The puppets are made of buffalo
hide and have at least one movable
arm. In Malaysia the stories are tra-
ditionally based on the Hindu epic
of Ramayana and the characters are
usually kings, princes, princesses,
demons and monsters. Sometimes,

Shadow Play Wayang Kulit

local Malay folklore stories are
adapted. A troupe of seven or eight
musicians on drums, gongs, cymbals
and an aerophone (a flute-like in-
strument with a double reed) ac-
company the Tok Dalang. The musi-
cal arrangement is based on his in-
spiration and the story line.

After each performance, a WIPO
staff member gave a short briefing
on the Organization’s work in the
areas of traditional knowledge and
folklore.

♦
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This article is a follow-up to the "IP
Assets Development and Manage-
ment: A Key Element of Economic
Development" published in the July-
September issue of the WIPO Maga-
zine. In this issue, and in following
issues, we will give you a more in-
depth view of the "Key Components"
for IP Assets Development and Man-
agement that WIPO is studying as
part of its ongoing IP Assets Project.

Strategic intellectual property (IP)
planning can be seen as having 8
sub-components: IP auditing,
strategic IP plans, clustering target
areas, human capital development,
incentives, diminishing "brain
drain", policies to benefit small and
medium-sized enterprises (SME),
and regional cooperation and
markets. A strategic IP policy incor-
porating all of these components is a
first essential step in stimulating
economic growth through IP Asset
development and management.

IP Audit: An Essential
First Step

The IP audit permits a nation, a
university, an enterprise or a
research and development (R&D)
center to assess its existing stock of
valuable intellectual property and
human capital. It is a familiar tool
used in private enterprise that is
being expanded to use as a tool in
public policy. Different methods for
IP audits exist. It may be as simple
as a list of existing IP, for example,
the number of patents and
trademarks filed and issued

according to residents vs. non-
residents, identification of
technology/cultural industries that
may be sources of IP, lists of research
institutions, and data on licensing
transactions and royalty revenues. It
may also be a more sophisticated
assessment of trends in IP protection
over time, and how such trends
match or do not match economic
and educational focus areas. Such
an audit may also include data and
statistics on joint ventures and
foreign direct investment involving
IP, technology licensing at research
institutions, investment in R&D, and
assessment of human capital
development.

Strategic IP Plans

After the IP audit, a written strategic
IP plan creates a plan and strategy
for developing and managing IP over
a period of time. Parallel to the
business plan used in private
enterprise, it outlines the national
or regional approach for developing

and importing human capital and IP,
and for commercial exploitation of
these assets. The plan may be in the
form of a white paper, recommen-
dation by an advisory board, or
another analytical document.

This plan of action will specify
objectives, mechanisms, actions,
costs, and resources, as well as links
with other planning tools, including
economic, education, and policy
plans. Many countries have
developed stand-alone IP plans,
economic plans with IP components,
or multifaceted strategic plans
integrating education, technology,
commerce, IP and finance.

Varying examples of strategic IP
planning can be seen in various
ASEAN countries. Several of these
countries have written IP and
technology development plans with
identified phases, objectives,
activities and deliverables. They
address education, funding, identify
priority areas for research, human

STRATEGIC
INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY POLICIESIP

 A
SS
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WHY IP ASSET DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT?

Many countries are seeking practical information on how intellectual property (IP) can be
used to promote economic growth. IP (including patents, trademarks, trade secrets, indus-
trial designs, geographical indications, and copyright) is an economic asset. Like other
types of property, it can be developed and managed so that it creates an economic return.
Proactive policies can be undertaken by enterprises and by nations to support the devel-
opment and management of IP Assets.

Why do IP Assets have economic value?Why do IP Assets have economic value?Why do IP Assets have economic value?Why do IP Assets have economic value?Why do IP Assets have economic value?  IP Assets, when properly managed, can:
� help generate revenues from product sales and licensing royalties;
� increase GDP and exports;
� retain high-value technical personnel;
� create employment, support educational and research institutions;
� attract high-value foreign direct investment and joint ventures;
� enhance corporate valuation, and support the development of new technical and cul-

tural industries;
� promote funding for R&D, which provides and enhances needed technologies and products.

>>>
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resource development needs, and
the expected products for research
initiatives. Recently, the French-
speaking nations of Africa, under the
leadership of the African Intellectual
Property Organisation (OAPI), also
adopted a comprehensive plan for
IP development in connection with
an initiative to strengthen traditional
medicine.

Clustering: Target Specific
Areas

Nations successfully implementing
IP Asset Development and
Management programs select
clusters or target areas in which the
country may gain a competitive
advantage, or which harmonize with
national needs and capacities. This
creation of cluster areas may also
work as a strategy for researchers
and enterprises.

For example, the Department of
Science and Technology in the
Philippines has published a list of
seven "Priority Science and
Technology Areas", which includes
information technology, electronics
instrumentation and controls,
photonics, and space technology
applications. These areas form the
basis for human resource develop-
ment planning as well as R&D
funding decisions.

The Malaysian Multimedia Develop-
ment Corporation (MMDC) has also
identified seven areas of "Flagship
Applications" to accelerate the
objectives of Vision 2020, a project
to create an information and

communication technology area in
Malaysia to attract world-leading
multimedia companies. In Thailand,
the National Science and
Technology Development Agency
has identified three strategic
research areas − biotech/genetic
engineering, metals and materials
technology and electronics/
computer technology. In the Arab
region, the Kingdom of Jordan has
identified pharmaceuticals and IT as
its focus areas.

Human Capital
Development

Recognizing that IP policy must
always be congruent with education
policy, many countries working on
IP Assets Development have empha-
sized the crucial importance of
human resource development. The
education of young people, as well
as adults, to develop and upgrade
skills related to the clusters or target

areas identified is a key part of
national and regional IP policies and
plans. Without the capacity to
educate scientists, technologists and
creators in key areas corresponding
to the economic clusters where IP
will be cultivated, a strategic IP plan
cannot be implemented in practice.

One example of congruence
between IP policy and human
resource development can be
observed in Singapore, where the
Infocomm Development Authority
has developed a training framework
that focuses on the training needs
of the different segments of the
Singapore population involved in
the high technology industries
identified as information commu-
nication. It comprises five levels of
training to meet specific needs for
information communication skills.
Level 5 - Infocomm Specialization -
focuses on skills upgrading to
accelerate the development of

>>>

>>>

IP Assets Development
and Management

I. II. III. IV.
IP Strategic Infrastructure Education & Dynamic

Policies & Enforcement Awareness Use of IP
About IP

IP Audit
Strategic Plans
Clustering
Human Capital
  Development
Incentives
Brain Drain
  Prevention
SME Policies
Regional Markets

Laws and Regulations
Organizational Dev.
Ease of Use and
  Affordability
Information
  Technology
Enforcement
Regional Organizations
NGOs

Funding
Marketing/
  Commercialization
Licensing
Universities &
  Research Center
  Programs
Enterprise Valuation
Harvesting IP
Cultural Assets Dev.
  & Financing

Awareness Building
Childhood and

Teen Education
Professional

Education in IP
Interdisciplinary IP

Training for
Development

As shown in this diagram, IP Asset Development and Management has four key components, each
of which is broken down into sub-categories consisting of policies, practices and techniques. All of
these components are interrelated. IP Assets must be seen in the context
of a total system, involving government policies, education, technology policy, funding,
infrastructure and other elements.
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emerging, critical and specialized
information communication skills
urgently required by industry.

Incentives

The next element of IP Strategic
Planning involves establishing
multifaceted financial incentives and
support for IP Assets development
and commercialization. These
include tax incentives, payments,
patent application funds, venture
funds for SMEs in cluster areas, and
financial rewards in private enterprise
for inventors and creators.

In Canada, the Ontario New
Technology Tax Incentive allows
corporate taxpayers a 100 percent
immediate write-off of the eligible
cost of intellectual property acquired
in the course of an IP transfer for the
purpose of implementing an
innovation or an invention in the
corporation's business in Ontario.
WIPO is surveying and gathering
data on other financial incentives as
part of its IP Assets Project (see box).

IP ownership may serve as a
powerful incentive for invention. In
many countries, universities and
R&D centers, as well as private
enterprises, are developing policies
that permit individuals to retain
ownership or interests in IP that they
have created. The Institut Technologi
Bandung in Indonesia is a pioneer
in programs that give local experts
and professors financial benefits
related to their productivity and
inventiveness. In the United States,
Stanford University pioneered the

practice by permitting professors to
retain interests in their inventions
and developing a dynamic
technology licensing office.

Reducing Brain Drain

Incentives also work as part of efforts
to attract and retain talented human
capital in cluster areas. Measures to
combat or reduce the "brain drain",
such as research facility grants, R&D
networks, incubation centers, R&D
parks, venture funds to support
invention, and programs to support
artists and cultural industry
development are all a part of IP
Strategic Planning.

The European Commission recently
committed nearly 1.6 billion Euros
to induce local scientists to remain
in Europe. Spending on combating
the "brain drain" is to increase by
50 percent in the next five-year plan.

The European Union (EU) funds will
be spent on incentives, such as
research facility grants, to attract
researchers back from abroad.

SME Policies

SME policies are important and
should include support for and study
of enterprise IP policies that may be
integrated into business plans and
corporate planning. These policies
help SMEs use the IP system by fully
exploiting their existing IP Assets and
improving their creation, develop-
ment and management. Such
policies include outreach programs
to train IP personnel in the SME
sector, awareness and training
programs for business owners,
identifying IP office personnel to
work specifically with SMEs,
programs to make IP protection
affordable for SMEs, and a myriad
of other approaches. SMEs are key

>>>

>>>
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to IP Asset Development and
Management as they are often the
venue where new technologies and
creativity are incubated. Innovation
promotion policies encourage and
support local R&D and the creation
and exploitation of IP.

In this regard, and with the ultimate
objective of supporting innovative
entrepreneurs in Europe, the 15 EU
Member States have adopted the
Gate2Growth Initiative as part of the
Innovation/SMEs Program to provide
"access to private innovation
financing and tools for better
knowledge exploitation". In
addition, the initiative focuses on
helping important support players −
such as early stage technology
venture capital investors, managers
of technology incubators, and
managers of industrial liaison and
technology transfer offices linked to
universities and research centers −
to improve their capacity to assist
entrepreneurs by networking and
exchanging information and good
practice at the European level.

Gate2Growth provides tools,
infrastructure and support services
directed to all of these groups. It also
offers three pan-European networks
to enhance professional develop-
ment: the I-TecNet with over 70
early stage technology venture
capital investors, the G2G Incubator
Forum with 150 technology
incubators, and the G2G Finance
Academia for academics and
entrepreneurship trainers. The
Innovation/SMEs Program for
Financing Innovation also actively

WIPO has begun work on an IP Assets PrWIPO has begun work on an IP Assets PrWIPO has begun work on an IP Assets PrWIPO has begun work on an IP Assets PrWIPO has begun work on an IP Assets Projectojectojectojectoject to identify and gather
data concerning the key policies, strategies, practices and techniques
that are being undertaken by Member States, and that appear to be
effective in enabling businesses and nations to use IP as a tool for
economic growth. The Organization is studying how developing coun-
tries can implement policies and practices that stimulate and sup-
port the development, accumulation, and use of "IP assets", through
locally developed as well as imported inventions and works.

supports the establishment and
development of the European
Venture Capital Association (EVCA),
which currently brings together
more than 400 professional venture
capital operators.

Regional Cooperation
and Markets

Finally, strategic IP planning and
enterprise IP policies necessarily
require identification of the market
in which IP Assets will be developed,
used and commercialized. More and
more countries are examining sub-
regional or regional approaches to IP
Strategic Planning. These permit
inventors to target where they will
seek protection for IP based on their
need to exercise their IP rights. Also,
policies relating to regional
cooperation in IP and in R&D permit
nations to leverage the costs and
resources associated with the
development of IP Assets. Training of
IP professionals may be carried on in
regional centers with sharing of
expert professors. Regional
cooperation, especially in the form
of R&D networks or IP consortia,

The Next Issue of WIPO Magazine will
explore the role of Infrastructure and
Enforcement in IP Asset Development.

permits cross-licensing of IP Assets
and joint ventures for the
development of innovative techno-
logies. Technology licensing offices
and other management functions
related to IP commercialization may
also be shared.

In sum, for IP Asset Development
and Management to succeed, it must
benefit from strategic public and
private policies, as well as
coordinated goal setting with
consultation from all stakeholders
including policymakers in
government, private enterprise and
academia. The experience in many
countries demonstrates that there are
many ways to support the
development and management of IP
as an economic asset.

♦

>>>
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Writing a business plan is a crucial
step in charting a route to business
success. A good business plan pro-
vides an overview of where a busi-
ness is, how it plans to position or
reposition itself, and how it seeks
to achieve its business objectives. A
well-prepared and regularly up-
dated business plan is a valuable
management tool that serves a vari-
ety of purposes, such as:

� To examine the feasibility of tak-
ing a business idea to the mar-
ket: A written business plan
forces a company to think
through all the key issues - such
as the potential demand for its
products or services, the nature
of the competition, entry barri-
ers, the unique selling proposi-
tion of the new or improved
products or services, resources
required, key employees, rel-
evant technologies and strategic
partners, raising funds, projected
start-up costs, marketing strate-
gies, and the like.

� To access start-up services and fi-
nancing: Business incubators and
potential investors and lenders re-
quire well-formulated and realis-
tic business plans. As this is often
not the case, some 80 percent of
business plans received by inves-
tors and business incubators are
rejected.

� For strategic guidance: A busi-
ness plan is a reference docu-
ment that provides management
with an objective basis for deter-
mining whether the business is
on track to meet its goals and

objectives with the available re-
sources in a set timeframe.

� To furnish a benchmark for judg-
ing future business decisions and
results.

Why integrate intellectual
property in a business plan?

To be accepted by a business incu-
bator or to attract investors, a busi-
ness plan should reveal the coher-
ence of the business idea. It must
provide credible evidence of effec-
tive or potential demand for the
products or services in the market
place, the superiority of the new or
improved products or services over
those of its competitors, and the
steps taken to protect them from dis-
honest competition. For more and
more businesses, new or original
knowledge and/or creative expres-
sion of ideas, protectable by the sys-
tem of intellectual property (IP), un-
derpin their competitive advantage
and success. Therefore, a business
plan should cogently reflect how the
company plans to protect, manage
and leverage its intellectual property
assets for business success.

Patents provide exclusivity for the
commercialization of inventions and
often play a crucial role in convinc-
ing investors or lenders. One or more
patents along with industrial design
registrations are often the best proof
of an entrepreneur’s or company’s
ability to exclude competitors from
free riding on the novel/original or
aesthetically attractive features of its
products or services.

Trade names, trademarks and do-
main names may also be prime ele-
ments that differentiate a product or
service from those of competitors.
Therefore, a business plan should
demonstrate that steps are planned
or have been taken to create, regis-
ter and effectively use these intan-
gible assets to win and retain mar-
ket share from competitors.

PRACTICAL IP ISSUES
IN DEVELOPING A
BUSINESS PLAN

In high-tech sectors, where the pos-
sibility of inadvertently infringing a
third party’s intellectual property
rights is great, it is important to get
a thorough search of patent or trade-
mark databases done by a specialist
so as to mitigate the concerns of
start-up service providers and poten-
tial investors and to improve the
chances of acceptance of the busi-
ness plan.

Confidential business information
such as details of production, inven-
tions, and technical, financial and
marketing know-how is often the
source of competitive advantage. It
is, therefore, essential to communi-

>>>
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cate to start-up service providers and
investors/lenders that an enterprise
has proprietary business information
and that adequate steps have been
taken to protect it. In fact, even the
business plan itself is a secret docu-
ment that should only be disclosed
on a need-to-know basis.

How can intellectual
property be integrated
into the business planning
process?

Many a business has failed because
the answer to the following question
was incorrect: “What business is this
company in?” On the face of it, this
may seem a simple question to an-
swer, but a clear and precise under-
standing of the business and its envi-
ronment is essential to answer the
question. This involves taking an in-
tegrated look at a number of issues,
such as the feasibility and viability of
the business model; resources re-
quired; target markets; growth poten-
tial of the business, etc. In each of
these areas the business planner must
also be aware of the commercial rel-
evance of intellectual property assets,
whether owned or licensed from an-
other, and of the resources that may
be needed to obtain, maintain and
use these assets.

Below are a few key questions con-
cerning intellectual property issues
that should be considered while pre-
paring a business plan. The list is not
exhaustive, as many additional is-
sues will have to be considered de-
pending on circumstances of each
business. The answers to these ques-
tions should help a company to in-
tegrate intellectual property assets
into its business planning process.

� What intellectual property assets
does the business own?

� What is the status of the
company’s intellectual property
portfolio?

The next article in the IP and Business
series will discuss “IP ownership -
avoiding disputes with employees and
external contractors”.

“IP can be a highly valuable asset. If you manage
and ascribe a value to IP on your balance sheet,
your business is more attractive to potential inves-
tors… Once valued in your business plan, IP may
be used to gain access to more finance to help
expand your business. Also, the more you exploit
your position in the market place, the more value
that property will have when it comes to licensing it
or selling your business.”

by Rick Gould,
Deputy Director General, IP Australia

� How does the company protect
its intellectual property assets?

� How important are these intellec-
tual property assets to business
success?

� Does the company own all the
intellectual property assets that it
needs to succeed, or does it have
to rely on the intellectual prop-
erty assets of others?

� What is the competition’s intel-
lectual property strategy and port-
folio?

� What is the company’s intellec-
tual property policy and strategy?

For details of issues under each ques-
tion, please visit the web site of the
SMEs Division of WIPO at http://
www.wipo.int/sme/en/ip_business/
managing_ip/business_planning.htm.

♦

>>>

SummarSummarSummarSummarSummaryyyyy – Business plans are a crucial
tool for approaching investors and con-
sidering the market opportunities for
your business. Because IP provides your
enterprise competitive advantages and
increases its value, it is necessary to let
investors know about your IP assets by
adequately integrating them into your
business plan.

Hence, intellectual property assets,
albeit intangible, are important busi-
ness assets and should form a key
part of every aspect of a good busi-
ness plan. Reference to the assets of
a company and its market opportu-
nities should list both the tangible
and intangible assets, as the latter
are often the key to business suc-
cess. As such, any indication that
confirms due diligence in protect-
ing intellectual property assets is
likely to play an important role in
convincing start-up service provid-
ers and investors/lenders of the
company’s potential.
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The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
is reporting continued growth in the
number of international patent ap-
plications filed by industries and in-
ventors from developing countries.
Compared to the same period last
year, the first six months of the year
saw sustained growth in PCT filings
in India, up 43 percent, Mexico, up
33 percent, South Africa, up 14 per-
cent, and Singapore, up 5 percent.

Of the 57,818 PCT applications
filed between January 1 and June
30 this year some 2,593, or 4.5 per-
cent, were from developing coun-
tries. In 1996 – just 6 years ago –
PCT applications from developing
countries represented only 0.5 per-
cent of the total number of applica-
tions filed. The number of applica-
tions from developing countries rose
from 680 in 1997 to 5,379 in 2001.

Of the applicants from developing
countries, Biowindow Gene Devel-
opment Inc. of China filed the larg-
est numbers of applications, fol-
lowed by the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research of India,
Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd. of
China, Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd.
and LG Electronics Inc., both in the
Republic of Korea.

PCT APPLICATIONS
CONTINUE TO GROW
IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

Preferential Fees

The PCT, which has facilitated the
process of seeking patent protection
internationally since coming into ef-
fect in 1978, offers preferential fees
for developing country applicants
who fulfill certain criteria. From Janu-
ary to June 2002, some 15 percent of
PCT applications from developing
countries benefited from a 75 percent
reduction in certain PCT fees.

While use of the PCT continues to
grow in developing countries, the
largest users of the system remain
developed countries. In 2001, in-

ventors and industries from the
United States of America topped the
list, accounting for 38 percent of
applications filed. They were fol-
lowed by their counterparts in Ger-
many, Japan, the United Kingdom
and France. Overall, the PCT, which
has sustained double-digit growth
every year since 1984, received
103,947 applications in 2001, a 14
percent increase in the total for
2000.

♦



12
W

IP
O

 M
ag

az
in

e/
O

ct
ob

er
 2

00
2

WIPO started its summer school on
intellectual property in 1998 to pro-
vide an opportunity for senior stu-
dents and young professionals to
acquire greater knowledge of intel-
lectual property and of the role and
functions of WIPO. In those 5 years,
122 students from 69 countries have
participated in the program.

Class of 2002

Some 24 students from Argentina,
Bangladesh, Brazil, Cameroon, Co-
lombia, Egypt, Finland, France,
Guyana, India, Jordan, Malawi,
Mauritius, Nigeria, Poland, Roma-
nia, Singapore, Sudan, Thailand,
Tunisia, Ukraine, United States of
America, Uzbekistan and Zambia
participated in this year’s program.
The selection of students sought to
reflect an equitable geographical
distribution and gender balance,
and includes students from both
developing and developed coun-
tries. The Academy also selected a
number of students from its partner
institutions. Students of a compa-
rable level of academic achievement
were selected for the course.

SUMMER SCHOOL ON
INTELLECTUAL

PROPERTY

The students expressed various rea-
sons for their interest in the WIPO
summer school. Joyce Tan, a recent
law school graduate from Singapore,
had just been called to the Bar and
wanted to gain in-depth knowledge
of intellectual property issues. Karl
Mutter from Colombia thought the
course would give him a competi-
tive edge in his law firm. Other stu-
dents said the course would provide
an opportunity to form networks that
could prove beneficial in their fu-
ture careers.

At this year’s opening ceremony
WIPO Deputy Director General
Roberto Castelo delivered a lecture
on the work of WIPO and the chal-
lenges facing the Organization
within the context of globalization.
Professor Marsha Echols, Faculty of
Law at Howard University in the
U.S., conducted a wide-ranging dis-
cussion on intellectual property is-
sues and food security. Mr. Bertrand
Ramcharan, United Nations Deputy
High Commissioner for Human
Rights, delivered a lecture and held
a discussion on human rights with
the students.

The Program

The program of lectures, workshops
and roundtable discussions covered
all aspects of intellectual property
and exposed the students to differ-
ent fields of study, such as human
rights and world health issues, en-
couraging them to consider the links
between these fields and intellectual
property.

Students are required to attend lec-
tures and write research papers on
an intellectual property-related sub-
ject, which they then present to the
class. A certificate of participation
is awarded to those who successfully
complete all requirements.

Student Feedback

The consensus among previous stu-
dents is that the program is an in-
valuable course of study. It helped
to sharpen the knowledge and skills
of those who were already exposed
to intellectual property issues, while
at the same time kindling an inter-
est in others, many of whom indi-
cated that they would now pursue
further studies in intellectual prop-
erty. Many of the students provid-
ing feedback said they thought they
would have the opportunity to ap-
ply their acquired knowledge and
experience in their future careers.

>>>
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Ayesha Dollie, who attended the
summer school in 2001 and is now
practicing intellectual property law
in a South African law firm, said the
program was instrumental in deter-
mining the course of her career. “Be-
fore the WIPO summer school, I had
a legal background, but my very first
exposure to intellectual property
was a DL101 (Distance Learning)
Course which coincided with the
summer school,” she said. “The sum-
mer school really gave me the in-
spiration and motivation to special-
ize and to make a career out of IP.”

Miss Dollie was recently accepted
into a university masters program in
intellectual property. “I am positive
that the time spent at the WIPO
Academy will count in my favor,”
said Miss Dollie. “More importantly,
the course has broadened my hori-
zons as it opened my eyes to intel-
lectual property on a global scale,
which is where I see myself in the
future. I would like to get involved
in the global issues surrounding in-
tellectual property, specifically in the
context of Africa. This goal is solely
attributed to the exposure which I
had at the WIPO Academy.”

♦

For further information on the WIPO
Worldwide Academy summer course,
please contact Academy.mail@wipo.int.

WWA Summer School Class of 2002

WIPO Academy and Library
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Public outreach campaigns that pro-
mote the value of intellectual prop-
erty are increasing in number and
reach in both the public and private
sectors. Governments and industry
groups have recognized the need to
explain to a broad audience how in-
tellectual property systems not only
reward creators and inventors but
also contribute to the greater social
good.

The need for such public outreach
campaigns – as well as how to plan
and execute them – was explored
by some 125 participants at a re-
gional forum held September 4 to 6
in New Delhi. The forum was part
of WIPO’s ongoing efforts to work
with Member States in creating and
shaping national campaigns to help
demystify intellectual property.

The “WIPO Asia-Pacific Regional
Forum on Policy Imperatives and
Role of Institutions in Implementing
a Public Outreach Strategy for In-
tellectual Property” was jointly or-
ganized by WIPO, the Indian Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry (De-
partment of Industrial Policy and
Promotion), and the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and

FORUM ADDRESSES
PUBLIC OUTREACH

AND IP

Industry (FICCI). The three-day pro-
gram drew participants from 23
countries in the Asia and Pacific re-
gion.

“There is no ‘one size fits all’ ap-
proach for public awareness pro-
grams,” said Mr. V. Govindarajan,
Secretary, Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion of the Indian
Ministry of Commerce and Industry
in his opening address to the forum.
“Every country needs to orient its
public outreach programs according
to its special needs. Close coordi-
nation, with R&D institutions, uni-
versities, and industry is needed to
help identify target users and strate-
gic needs.”

The forum, which highlighted the
value of intellectual property from
a development perspective, featured
speakers from China, India, Japan,
Singapore, Sweden, and the United
States, representing government in-
stitutions, non-governmental orga-
nizations, and industry. They ad-
dressed recent trends in intellectual
property ranging from developments
in electronic commerce to tradi-
tional knowledge and genetic re-
sources. The role intellectual prop-
erty systems play in technology

transfer and developments in the
international patent system were
also discussed. WIPO officials pro-
vided an overview of the
Organization’s activities in these ar-
eas, as well as its work with small
and medium-sized enterprises and
in public outreach.

With the overview of IP trends as a
basis, the forum addressed the spe-
cifics of public outreach, providing
participants with examples from
both the national and international
perspectives. “What is key in this
area is that we compare experiences,
practices, and results,” said Mr. R.S.
Lodha, President of the FICCI. “Shar-
ing such information will help in
establishing each country’s program
to suit their own needs.”

Speakers from China, Singapore,
and WIPO outlined their various ac-
tivities in public outreach, highlight-
ing the need to form partnerships be-
tween governmental, non-govern-
mental, and private sector institu-
tions to help launch and sustain
campaigns. The various means avail-
able to reach target audiences such
as school children, entrepreneurs, or
consumers were also discussed, as
were ways to maximize impact
while minimizing costs. Key among
these is the use of technologies such
as the Internet, for low-cost dissemi-
nation of public outreach messages
in various forms.

The need for tailor-made programs
to meet specific demands in differ-
ent countries was a recurrent theme

“We need to sensitize our
people to think in terms of
creating value from intellec-
tual property...  It is ques-
tion of explaining what it is,
how the system works, and
making people aware of
the real potential of their
work.”

>>>
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Dr. R.A. Mashelkar,
Director General of the

Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research, India,

addresses the Forum on
the theme of “Effective

Use of the IP System for
the Benefit of Developing

Countries”
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expressed by participants as well as
speakers. “If there is a problem with
software piracy, your message must
target software consumers,” said Ms.
Liew Woon Yin, Director General of
the Intellectual Property Office of
Singapore. “If it is a question of
music CDs, you need to address a
different message to a different au-
dience.”

Participants expressed a willingness
to take “the IP message” to a wide
variety of audiences in their coun-
tries, whether the general public,
SMEs, young people, inventors, or
researchers. “We need to sensitize
our people to think in terms of cre-
ating value from intellectual prop-
erty, to get them thinking in terms of
patents and profits instead of pure
research,” said Dr. Swatantra
Prakash, head of Research and De-
velopment Planning & Business
Development at the National Met-
allurgical Laboratory of Jamshedpur,
India. “If we can do that we will
make a major step forward. It is a
question of explaining what it is,
how the system works, and making
people aware of the real potential
of their work.”

Added Mr. Atuallah Khattak of
Pakistan’s Ministry of Commerce:
“We all want to do public outreach,
and this provides a solid starting
point. Seeing what others have done
in this area helps us move forward.
We can compare this with our own
needs and go from there.”

♦

IP BRIEFING FOR
CENTRAL AMERICAN
JOURNALISTS

WIPO organized, in cooperation
with the Central American Economic
Integration Secretariat (SIECA) and
the Government of El Salvador, a re-
gional seminar on intellectual prop-
erty for journalists in San Salvador
on August 22 and 23. Messrs. Carlos
Quintanilla Schmidt, Vice-President
of El Salvador, Félix Garrid Safie,
Executive Director of the National
Center of Registries (CNR) of El Sal-
vador, and Alejandro Roca
Campañá, Director of the WIPO
Cooperation for Development Bu-
reau for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, inaugurated the event.

The seminar presented the different
media sectors with an overview of
current intellectual property issues
and stressed their responsibility in
demystifying intellectual property
and promoting its potential as a key
tool for economic growth, acces-
sible to all. Some 60 participants
took part in the event, including
journalists from Costa Rica, Guate-
mala, Honduras, Nicaragua and El
Salvador, and the directors of the
intellectual property offices of Cen-
tral American countries.

Heads of IP Offices Meet

Prior to the seminar the directors of
the intellectual property offices at-
tended the Sub-Regional Meeting of
Heads of Intellectual Property Of-
fices of Central American Countries,
which took place in San Salvador on
August 21 and 22. The meeting pro-
vided a forum for high-level discus-
sions and for exchange of informa-

tion on the main cooperation activi-
ties in the area of industrial prop-
erty and copyright between WIPO
and Central American countries. It
also established priority areas and
provided orientation for activities
and projects to be included in the
program of cooperation activities for
2003 and the biennium 2004-2005.

The participants also used the op-
portunity to share experiences relat-
ing to the modernization of the le-
gal framework for intellectual prop-
erty protection, participation in in-
ternational treaties administrated by
WIPO, jurisprudence projects in the
field, management of national intel-
lectual property offices, use of in-
formation technologies related to the
electronic publication of patent ap-
plications, promotion of the intel-
lectual property system, collective
management of copyright, and other
aspects included in the cooperation
agenda of the region.

♦

>>>

Mr. Félix Garrid Safie, CNR,
and Mr. Alejandro Roca
Compañá, WIPO, greet a
Salvadorean journalist.
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ON TRADITIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

Traditional Medicine
Research Center

The team also visited the Traditional
Medicine Research Center under the
Ministry of Public Health. The center
is in the forefront of drafting a regu-
lation to protect medicinal plants
from extinction, based on the names
and description of the plants. How-
ever, their work is more concerned
with the physical conservation than
with the intellectual property aspects
of access to and benefit sharing in
plant genetic resources. The Center
has also begun to publish an inven-
tory of medicinal plants in the form
of a journal containing photographs
and the names of the individuals who
identified them. The Center has en-
tered into research agreements with
a university in the United States, the
International Cooperative Biodiver-
sity Group (ICBG), and other research
and academic institutions in neigh-
boring countries in an effort to dis-
cover prospective medicinal prod-
ucts. Center officials told the visiting
team that they were not aware of the
strategic intellectual property impli-
cations of such agreements, and were
interested in the work being con-
ducted by WIPO on access and ben-
efit-sharing contracts and in the inte-
gration of traditional knowledge as
searchable prior art.

Department of Handicraft

The third visit was to the Department
of Handicraft, which is part of the
Ministry of Industry and Handicraft.
This department is responsible for

the preservation of handicrafts, rang-
ing from textiles to jewelry, wood-
work and pottery. The Japan Foun-
dation sponsored a Department
project to document handicrafts in
a book entitled Legends in Weaving.
Producers in foreign countries are
imitating many of these handicrafts,
which are believed to be of domes-
tic origin.

The expert mission provided all
three groups with information per-
tinent to their work, such as infor-
mation on the issues involved and
the work being done by WIPO in
the traditional knowledge area.

The institutes and offices visited can
be key beneficiaries of ongoing
WIPO work in the traditional knowl-
edge area, such as the database of
contractual intellectual property
clauses on access and benefit shar-
ing agreements, the inventory of tra-
ditional knowledge-related journals,
and, especially, the toolkit for the
management of intellectual property
before, during and after traditional
knowledge documentation projects.

A two-day seminar on the economic
benefits of intellectual property
rights followed the visits to the in-
stitutes.

♦

At the end of August, WIPO con-
ducted an expert mission to Lao
Peoples’s Democratic Republic at
the request of its Government to dis-
cuss and explain the intellectual
property aspects and implications of
traditional knowledge documenta-
tion. The team of experts visited
three institutes, each from a differ-
ent government ministry, involved in
work relating to traditional knowl-
edge. They conducted a short work-
shop on the subject matter for offi-
cials of the Department of Intellec-
tual Property, Standardization and
Metrology.

Institute for Cultural
Research

The first visit was to the Institute for
Cultural Research of the Ministry of
Information and Culture. This insti-
tute is working to collect, document
and make accessible traditional arts,
textiles, and oral literature. It is also
developing an electronic database
of cultural expressions and an en-
cyclopedia of musical instruments.
The institute’s underlying objective
is to preserve and conserve both the
material aspects and oral traditions
of Laotian culture. The Institute had
not yet considered questions of le-
gal protection, nor those concern-
ing the intellectual property aspects
of documentation and dissemina-
tion to the public.
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Members of the WIPO Program and
Budget Committee, meeting from
September 9 to 11, recommended
the approval of a new administrative
building to extend the Organization’s
premises, paving the way for the be-
ginning of construction work. The
Committee’s recommendations were
submitted for approval at the Assem-
blies of WIPO Member States at the
end of September.

The new administrative building will
provide a minimum of 560 working
places and 280 underground park-
ing spaces, with a construction bud-
get of 157.5 million Swiss francs
(CHF). Completion of the new con-
struction is expected in 2007. WIPO
currently rents office space in nine
different buildings in Geneva.

Conference Hall

The Committee also considered the
question of whether to build a con-
ference hall offering 650 seats at a
cost of 33 million CHF. While there
was near consensus in favor of the
construction of a conference hall,
the Committee agreed to defer this
question to the September session
of the Assemblies. The Committee
also emphasized the need to coor-

RECOMMENDATION
ON NEW WIPO
BUILDING

dinate the use of conference facili-
ties within the United Nations sys-
tem in Geneva.

Funding

The funding of the total construc-
tion project of 190.5 million CHF
was presented in the context of a fi-
nancial plan for the period up to
2009. The project will be funded
without resorting to external bor-
rowing and without increasing fees
or contributions. WIPO is a largely
self-financed organization, generat-
ing the bulk of its income from a
series of services provided to the
private sector.

Swiss Federal Audit Office

The previous meeting of the Assem-
blies in September 2001 had re-
quested that the Swiss Federal Audit
Office review proposals made by the
Secretariat for the new construction.
The Swiss Federal Audit Office con-
cluded that a construction cost of
190.5 million CHF is a reasonable
amount for the new administrative
building and the conference hall in
accordance with standards of the
Swiss Association of Engineers and
Architects (SIA).

♦

The new building will be
linked to the Arpad Bogsch
building and will provide
560 working places and
280 underground parking
places
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WIPO launched a Chinese language
version of its website in mid-Septem-
ber as part of its efforts to make im-
portant intellectual property-related
material more readily available to a
larger audience. Users can now ac-
cess intellectual property resource
material in the six official languages
of the United Nations, namely,
Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian, and Spanish at the WIPO
website: http://www.wipo.int.

In the first six months of the year,
the WIPO website (the main site plus
12 subsidiaries) registered some 140
million hits from all over the world,
a 65 percent increase over the same
period last year. WIPO is increas-
ingly harnessing the potential of
modern information technologies to
disseminate intellectual property-
related information.

The Chinese website contains most
of the treaties that are administered
by WIPO, as well as general infor-
mation about WIPO and intellectual
property. It also provides a schedule
of forthcoming meetings and access
to a broad selection of conference
documents. Pointers are also pro-
vided to information that is available
in other languages.

♦

A new top-level domain (gTLD),
.aero,  reserved exclusively for the
aviation community, has retained
the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation
Center as sole dispute resolution
provider. WIPO assisted SITA
(Société Internationale de Télécom-
munications Aéronautiques), the
registry operator, in the implemen-
tation of a number of dispute reso-
lution mechanisms – the Charter Eli-
gibility Dispute Resolution Policy
(CEDRP) and the Eligibility Recon-
sideration Policy (ERP) – that came
into effect in August.

NEWS
ROUNDUP

WIPO LAUNCHES
 CHINESE WEBSITE

WIPO ARBITRATION AND
 MEDIATION CENTER

On August 26 the Center issued the
final decision on the cases received
under the .info Sunrise Challenge
Policy. This completed the process-
ing of all 1,579 Sunrise Challenges
and all 13,592 Challenges of Last
Resort (CLR) filed with WIPO.

♦

.aero
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The AIMS (Administration Informa-
tion Management System) Project,
formally launched in January with
the objective of replacing WIPO’s
16-year-old finance system, will pro-
vide the Organization with a mod-
ern integrated accounting and bud-
getary control system. Following a
process of software evaluation and
selection with the participation of
the user community and outside
consultants, WIPO signed a contract
with PeopleSoft in September for the
purchase of software for the new
AIMS system.

This system will allow WIPO to pro-
cess and meet the growing demand
for accurate up-to-date financial
management information. It will
also provide Member States with
online access to relevant financial
information without any special soft-
ware. More importantly, the system
will be able to support WIPO’s re-
sults-based budget and the way that
WIPO manages and presents its fi-
nancial information. As a result, pro-
gram managers within WIPO will
see a significant improvement in the
quality and quantity of financial
management information available,
which will make it easier for them
to monitor the budgets for the
projects and activities under their
responsibility. In terms of improve-
ments to current business functions,
the processes within the finance and
budget areas will be streamlined to
improve productivity and enhance
the services given to Member States.

AIMS PROJECT
  CONTRACT SIGNED

To ensure the successful delivery of
the project, users of the system are
involved in every step. The AIMS
team itself is currently completing
its recruitment process: the intent is
to have a blend of internal and ex-
ternal consultants with financial ex-
perience providing feedback to the
AIMS project manager. The team is
also drawing on in-house knowl-
edge from previous projects and has

WIPO successfully completed the FOCUS Project to upgrade the
Organization’s internal information technology networks and infrastruc-
ture in August. The project spanned almost three years and has provided
WIPO with state-of-the-art information technology capabilities that are
designed to support production systems, such as IMPACT, WIPONET and
PCT-SAFE, well into the future. WIPO will continue to improve on the
secure network and infrastructure of the FOCUS Project to ensure that the
Organization remains up-to-date with the constant evolution of the infor-
mation technology world.

♦

FOCUS PROJECT

held consultations with other UN or-
ganizations where similar projects
have been undertaken.

WIPO expects the new system to
eventually be used by other admin-
istrative areas of Organization.
Implementation of the product will
be carried out in phases, beginning
in the 2002-2003 biennium with fi-
nance and budget.

♦
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OCTOBER 21 TO NOVEMBER
GENEVA
Committee of Experts Under the
Locarno Agreement Concerning the
International Classification for In-
dustrial Designs (Eighth session)

The Committee of Experts will de-
cide on the adoption of proposals
for amendments and additions to the
current (seventh) edition of the
Locarno Classification, which
should enter into force on January
1, 2004, with the authentic English
and French version of the new
(eighth) edition of the Classification.
Invitations: As members, the States
members of the Locarno Union; as
observers, all Member States of the
Paris Union which are not members
of the Committee and certain orga-
nizations.

OCTOBER 28 TO NOVEMBER 1
GENEVA
The Permanent Committee on Co-
operation for Development Related
to Intellectual Property (PCIPD)

The Permanent Committee will
evaluate the implementation of co-
operation for development activities
since January 2001 and consider the
strategic direction of the Program for
the upcoming biennium.
Invitations: As members, the States
members of WIPO; as observers, cer-
tain organizations

NOVEMBER 4 TO 8
GENEVA
Standing Committee on Copyright
and Related Rights

CALENDAR
of meetings

The Committee will continue its dis-
cussions on the protection of broad-
casting and of non-original data-
bases. It will also discuss its future
workplan.
Invitations: As members, the States
members of WIPO and/or the Berne
Union, and the European Commu-
nity; as observers, certain intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental
organizations.

NOVEMBER 11 & 12
GENEVA
WIPO Workshop for Arbitrators

An annual event for all parties inter-
ested in WIPO arbitration proce-
dures.
Invitations: Open to interested par-
ties, against payment of a fee.

NOVEMBER 11 TO 15
GENEVA
Standing Committee on the Law of
Trademarks, Industrial Designs and
Geographical Indications (SCT)
(Ninth session)

The Committee will continue its
work, based on the results of the
eighth session.
Invitations: As members, the States
members of WIPO and/or the Paris
Union; as observers, other States and
certain organizations.

NOVEMBER 13
GENEVA
Domain Name Panelist Meeting

The meeting is being held to pro-
vide panelists with information on
the latest developments in the
Internet dispute resolution cases and
procedures.

Invitations: Restricted to WIPO do-
main name panelists.

NOVEMBER 14 & 15
GENEVA
WIPO Workshop on Domain Name
Dispute Resolution

An event for all parties interested in
WIPO Internet domain name reso-
lution.
Invitations: Open to interested par-
ties, against payment of a fee.

NOVEMBER 25 TO 29
GENEVA
Standing Committee on the Law of
Patents (Eighth session)

The Committee will continue its
work on further harmonization and
other issues relating to patent law.
Invitations: As members, the States
members of WIPO and/or of the
Paris Union; as observers, other
States and certain organizations.

DECEMBER 2 TO 6
GENEVA
Standing Committee on Information
Technologies (SCIT) - Standards and
Documentation Working Group
(SDWG) (Second session)

The Working Group will continue
its work in the revision of WIPO
standards and will receive reports
from the different SDWG task forces
that have been established for that
purpose.
Invitations: As members, the States
members of WIPO and/or the Paris
Union; as observers, certain orga-
nizations.
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Purchase publications online: www.wipo.int/ebookshop

Download free information products: www.wipo.int/publications/

The above publications may also be obtained from WIPO’s Marketing and Distribution Section:
34, chemin des Colombettes, P.O. Box 18, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
Fax: 41 22 740 18 12  ◗  e-mail: publications.mail@wipo.int
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WIPO Annual Report
Arabic (441A)
Chinese 441(C)
French 441(F)
Russian 441(R)
Spanish 441(S)
free of charge

The Management of
Internet Report of the WIPO
Internet Domain Name
Russian 439(R)
free of charge

Données Essentielles de
Propriété Intellectuelle
Concernant les Pays les
Moins Avancés
French 486(F)
15 Swiss francs (plus shipping
and handling)

Le système de Madrid
concernant l’enregistrement
international des marques
French 492(F)
free of charge

Servicios de Información
de la OMPI en Materia de
Patentes
Spanish 493.1(S)
free of charge

La reconnaissance des droits
et l’utilisation des noms dans
le système des noms de
domaine de l’Internet
French 843(F)
Spanish 843(S)
free of charge

Joint Recommendation
Concerning Provisions on the
Protection of Marks, and other
Industrial Property Rights in
Signs, on the Internet
English 845(E)
French 845(F)
Spanish 845(S)
15 Swiss francs (plus shipping
and handling)

The WIPO Internet Treaties
English L450IN(E)
French L450IN(F)
Spanish L450IN(S)
free of charge

Catalogue of Products
Catalogue de produits
bilingual English and French
free of charge

Estudio sobre la importancia
económica de las industrias y
actividades protegidas por el
derecho de autor y los
derechos conexos en los
países de MERCOSUR y Chile
Spanish 889(S)
25 Swiss francs (plus shipping
and handling)
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