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1. Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to define precisely the content of the various statistics produced for the IPC (only a subset is published).   The reference data for the production of these statistics in a particular IPC version is the content of the XML Master files for the same IPC version.
The current version of the statistics only requires use of the Validity file (VF), for which the reference documentation is “Specification of IPC validity file “ available in the relevant documentation folder for each IPC version (see http://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/en/support/ ).

2. General description

· Unless specifically indicated, all entries in the IPC are considered that is to say entry-type=”K”classification, “I”indexing symbols and excluding double purpose (“D”) symbols.

· Unless specifically indicated, the statistics concern the entries valid in the particular version of the IPC.

· In the following, the notation @ will be used to refer to attributes (i.e. “validity-date-to” attribute is noted @validity-date-to

· In the following, valid <ipcr-symbol> should be understood as <ipcr-symbol> tag with no @validity-date-to present for this tag.

· The IPC terminology as defined in the guide of the IPC is used for maingroups and subgroups. Group should be understood as either maingroup or subgroup.

Description of statistics based on counting
2.1. Number of Sections:

· Definition: Number of Sections
· Source: Validity file (VF):

· Algorithm: Number of different occurrences of <section> containing at least one valid <ipcr-symbol>.

For each of the IPC Section the following statistics are produced:
2.2. Number of Classes:

· Definition: Number of Classes 

· Source: Validity file (VF):

· Algorithm: Number of different occurrences of <section>+<class> containing at least one valid <ipcr-symbol>.

2.3. Number of Sub-Classes 

· Definition: Number of Sub-classes 

· Source: Validity file (VF):

· Algorithm: Number of different occurrences of <section>+<class> +<subclass> with 

· @classification-level=”S” or ”A” (for indexing subclasses)
· containing at least one valid <ipcr-symbol>
2.4. Number of Main-Groups

· Definition: Number of Main-groups

· Source: Validity file (VF):

· Algorithm: Number of different occurrences of <section>+<class> +<subclass>+ (<main-group>+ <subgroup> in valid <ipcr-symbol> where:

· <subgroup> =”00”

2.5. Number of Sub-Groups

· Definition: Number of Sub-groups 
· Source: Validity file (VF):

· Algorithm: Number of different occurrences of <section>+<class> +<subclass>+ (<main-group>+ <subgroup>) in valid <ipcr-symbol> where:

· <subgroup> # ”00”

3. Description of statistics based on sums 
3.1. Total number of Subclasses

· Definition: Number of subclasses

· Source and Algorithm: Value = add Number of subclass (from 4.3) for all sections.
3.2. Total number of Main-groups

· Definition: Number of main-groups

· Source and Algorithm: Value = add Number of Main-groups (from 4.4) for all sections.
3.3. Total number of subgroups

· Definition: Number of subgroups 

· Source and Algorithm: Value = add Number of Sub-groups (from 4.5) for all sections.
3.4. Total number of Groups

· Definition: total number of groups

· Source and Algorithm: Value= add Total number of main-groups IPC (from 5.2) + Total number of subgroups (from 5.3)
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