QC010 Amendment to IPC Master files and Internet publication
1/5

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

SPECIAL UNION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL PATENT CLASSIFICATION

(IPC UNION)

QC010 Amendments to Master files and Internet publication
	Date
	By
	Version
	Status
	Modification

	April 21, 2009
	Fiévet
	0.1 
	Draft
	Creation

	April 23, 2009
	Fiévet
	0.2
	Draft
	Meeting AF, LM, NX: ignore CL 2006-2010

	April 29, 2009
	Fiévet
	0.3
	Draft
	Ed + Clarify Core predecessor updates

	June 30, 2009
	Fiévet
	1.0
	Approved
	Typo (validity_date_to attribute)

	May 11, 2010
	QCTF
	1.1
	Revised
	VF add ref to ST.8 for document classification-level


Contact: WIPO: Patrick FIÉVET (patrick.fievet@wipo.int)
1. General information

Following CE41, the decision was made to envisage a simpler IPC with a unique scheme.   The new situation will lead to the following correspondence:

· the current Advanced level will correspond to the full IPC
· the Core level will correspond to main groups

The overall approach is to minimize impact on IT systems and master files to facilitate the change to the new situation, i.e. the terms “core level” and “advanced level” will be discontinued.
IT portfolio will support 3 generations of IPC (pre-reform, 2006-2010, 2011 and later); Efforts are made to avoid replication of software code and associated maintenance costs.

1.1. Main philosophy

Avoid or minimize changes in master files and IT systems to preserve existing investments.

1.2. Master files: 

· No change in master file DTDs.   

· Only a new definition of what is currently the Core Level corresponding in future to Main Groups

· Scheme information (titles, notes) for sections, classes, subclasses and some of the groups will no longer be duplicated in the scheme file (as it was the case for the separate CL and AL parts of IPC 2006.01 and 2009.01 scheme files) thus removing the need for consistency checking after 2010.
· Update of specification as necessary http://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/en/ITsupport/Documentation/masterfiles.html 
1.3. IPC Internet publication: 

In the new platform there will be no possibility to display the core level distribution of the 2006-2010 versions. This information will however be available through the PDF files of those versions. This information will however be available through the PDF files of those versions.
2. Master files
2.1. IPC Scheme and scheme images:

From 2011 on, the scheme file will no longer have a Core level section in it.  It will be similar to the scheme files published following an AL revision, e.g. 2007.01 or 2008.04.
Specification amendment needed (i.e. RIPCIS output file specification).
2.2. Illustrations for scheme and definitions, e.g. for chemical formulae
No Change, as in IPC 2009.01.
2.3. Definitions

No Change, as in IPC 2009.01.
2.4. Validity file

This file is used in several IT systems.  It is proposed to keep the current structure with the following convention for IPC symbols from 2011 on:
2.4.1. Classification-level attribute:

This attribute will still indicate the classification level for which a given symbol can be used.

· P stays and will be used as currently meaning Pre-reform (i.e. existing prior to IPC reform).
· O currently meaning valid for Core level symbol, Obsolete for the Advanced level  (i.e for Core level symbols no longer valid in the Advanced level) stays for old records (but will no longer be used for records from 2011 on).
· S stays and will be used as currently meaning Subclass level (i.e. symbols valid only for offices classifying at Subclass level).
· C currently meaning Common (i.e. for symbols valid for BOTH Advanced and Core level classification) stays but will have a different meaning for records from 2011 on: It will be associated to main groups of classification places.
· A currently meaning Advanced level (i.e. for symbols present in Advanced level ONLY) stays but will have a different meaning: It will be used for all subgroups and for all indexing places.
Offices classifying using main groups should select symbols where one record of the validity file has no “validity_date_to” attribute and a classification-level attribute set to “C”. 

Offices classifying using the full IPC should select symbols where one record of the validity file has no “validity_date_to” attribute and a classification-level attribute set to “C” or to “A”. 
It is recalled that for historical reasons this attribute  bears the same name as ”classification level” in ST. 8 but has a different definition of its possible values.

When classifying a document in the IPC, Offices should refer to ST.8  for the definition of ”classification level” to be indicated under position 28.
2.4.2. Core predecessor:

Updated where needed with the maingroup predecessor for backward compatibility purpose.
For backward compatibility purpose, all records concerning valid symbols of the full IPC from 2011 on which have their Classification-level attribute set to "A" will all have their core-predecessor attribute updated with the relevant maingroup predecessor but only those where a reclassification is needed will receive a new "validity_date_from" (this was the case already e.g. from 2008.04 to 2009.01 where some records received a new core predecessor without any change in the "validity_date_from").

2.4.3. Specification:

Update needed (see http://www.wipo.int/ipc/itos4ipc/ITSupport_and_download_area/Documentation/IPCR_validity%20file%20specs_v1.9.doc)
2.5. Core and Advanced Concordance lists 

The core level RCL will be discontinued.  Only one RCL will be provided for the complete IPC, corresponding to the current advanced level RCL.
2.6. Catchword index

No Change, as in IPC 2009.01.

2.7. Compilation files

Only one for the complete IPC
3. Internet publication

On the basis of the current development plans described in functional specification for the new internet publication (see CE41 presentation under http://www.wipo.int/ipc/itos4ipc/ITSupport_and_download_area/Documentation/CE41_IPC_internet_publication_redesign_March_2009.ppt#412,6,Slide 6) the following amendments are needed:
3.1. Accessibility button
The current Advanced / Core buttons will be removed.  In the new platform 2006-2010 versions will be displayed in full without distinction between core and advanced levels.  The old (current) system could remain accessible as is now for some years containing only versions until 2010 (included).
3.2. Scheme tab
In the new platform there will be no more distinction in the display of different entries according to level.  For ease of navigation the titles of classes, subclasses and main groups will be highlighted as currently.
3.3. RCL tab
In the new platform only one RCL per version will be displayed.  For versions 2006.01 to 2010.01 only the AL RCL will be displayed.
3.4. Compilation tab

Only one compilation file will be shown without any distinction.   For versions 2006-2010, only the AL version will be available.

3.5. Term and cross reference search

The term and cross reference search functions will always apply to the full IPC.
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