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Hisamitsu Arai (Mr.)

Chairperson, Intellectual Property Strategy Committee
Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Mr. Arai graduated from the University of Tokyo Faculty of Law and joined Ministry of
International Trade and Industry (currently Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry). He
obtained master degrees at Harvard University. During his career he has assumed posts in the
Embassy of Japan in the UK, as the Commissioner of the Japan Patent Office, and as the Vice
Minister for International Affairs of Ministry of International Trade and Industry.

He established the National Forum for Intellectual Property Strategy and took initiatives to
promote IP activities in Japan. He was also appointed as the first Secretary-General of the
Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters of the Cabinet.

He served as a member of Council for Science, Technology and Innovation and a visiting
professor at the University of Tokyo, Tokyo University of Science and National Graduate
Institute for Policy Studies.

[Presentation Title]
20 Years since the Intellectual Property Basic Act -IP to promote SMEs and Startups-

[Brief Outline of Presentation]

In 2002 the Intellectual Property Basic Act was enacted. This Act was the very first in the world
that was intended to holistically promote intellectual property. In the twenty years since its
enactment, we have witnessed many inventions, improvement in people’s living standard and
development of economy.

Invention of smart phones has changed the civilization and Dr Kariké’s research led to
development of COVID-19 vaccination. SMEs are contributing to the development of economy
by bringing about the inventions in the ways that are distinct from the leading corporations.

In order to provide solutions for COVID-19 pandemic and climate change that the mankind
faces today, and to realise SDGs, development of SMEs and startups on the foundation of IP is
vitally important.
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