
Five Ways Intellectual Property Offices 
can support Innovation for a Green Future

National and regional Intellectual Property (IP) offices can support innovation for a green 
future in the following five ways, among others. They can: 

1. Foster asset creation in the green space
IP Offices have a pivotal role in:

 developing a national innovation ecosystem that supports the development 
of sustainable technologies and businesses;

 delivering standard IP filing and registration services, including expedited 
patent examination, to accelerate delivery of green technology to the 
market.

2. Broaden IP awareness and education to include green innovation
• IP Offices play a key role in raising public awareness about how IP supports 

sustainable economic and technological development, business growth, 
employment and consumer interests.

• IP Offices can help promote broad understanding that doing what it takes to create 
a green future makes good business sense. This is one of the fastest ways to 
change behavior, accelerate adoption of green technologies,  mainstream new 
green technology and advance the transition to a green economy.

• IP Offices can also highlight the flexibility of the IP system. IP rights enable 
rightholders to generate a return on the time, energy and money they put into 
developing eco-friendly outputs. They also allow them to exploit their innovation(s) 
on non-commercial terms or using open source-like arrangements, if they so 
choose.

3. Unlock the potential of IP information
IP Offices can facilitate access to a wealth of business ad technological information 
contained in IP documents, and patent documents in particular. Ready access to the 
tools that enable users to search publicly available IP information is central to 
encouraging the development of new and improved technological solutions to address 
environmental challenges. 
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4. Catalyze collaborations/networks
No one actor can solve the climate crisis, and different actors have different 
strengths. Carving a pathway to a green future requires more collaboration with a 
wide range of stakeholders. IP Offices are ideally placed to:
• foster cooperation across government to catalyze initiatives that support green 

innovation, technology transfer and other practical steps, such as technology 
needs assessments to address local environmental challenges;

• encourage and facilitate discussion on the bundling of IP rights, which can provide 
an integrated solution to an environmental challenge;

• build bridges with the business community, which has a key role to play in filling 
the green financing gap and in translating climate targets into reality, through the 
greening of their operations and outputs, for example;

• support global partnerships, such as WIPO GREEN, to identify local eco-friendly 
innovation and help ensure it is widely available to address global needs;

• work actively with the network of Technology and Innovation Support Centers 
(TISCs) to increase awareness of how technology, innovation and IP can 
contribute to solving environmental challenges.

5. Mobilize young people
Across the world, young people are voicing their determination to save the planet, 
mobilizing collective change, and demanding climate action. By reaching out to 
young people, IP Offices can support them in incubating their innovative ideas and 
enable them to translate their ambitions into reality through strategic and innovative 
use of the IP system. 

https://wipo.int/tisc/en/



