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Agenda item 5:
Use of WIPO Standards ST.36 and ST.66 by industrial property offices for filing processing and publications

2AU – IP Australia


2ST.36


2ST.66


3CA - Canadian Intellectual Property Office


3ST.36


3ST.66


4DK - The Danish patent and trademark office


4ST.36


4ST.66


5EP- EPO


5ST.36


5ST.66


6GB – UK-IPO


6ST.36


6ST.66


7RU - Rospatent


7ST.36


7ST.66


8US – USPTO


8ST.36


8ST.66




AU – IP Australia
ST.36

Filing – We currently use ST.36 for the electronic filing and transmission of PCT-Safe applications.

Processing – PCT Rule 87 DVD data is loaded into our systems (limited use of XML data).  We also load WIPO FTP publication data as well as IPC concordance file data.  These are all based on ST.36.

Publications – We are currently developing a new searching system including bulk data extract functionality.  These systems will comply with ST.36.

We are also in the process of developing an IP Australia common element XML data dictionary which will be based on ST.36 and the ICE listing.
ST.66

IP Australia currently does not use ST.66.  We use MECA for Madrid Protocol applications receipt and transmission of data to WIPO.  We also have a TM Data desemination (bulk data extract) system which is also based on MECA XML.

CA - Canadian Intellectual Property Office

ST.36

Currently we are not using ST.36 in our Patents systems.  Some projects underway will however make use of it.

· A project to re-design our dissemination process to export data to our web site search facility is being developed and will utilize ST.36

· Also a project to accept maintenance fees electronically currently in development will make use of ST.36 to transfer data between our web site and our Patents application.

ST.66

Currently we are not using ST.66 for our Trademarks application.  For Trademarks we are also planning to use ST.66 in the future 

· A project to accept Trademarks Registration electronically is being developed.  This system will initially use a database replication mechanism to transfer data between our web site and the application, but the plans are to move towards replacing the replication schema with XML ST.66.

· In the near future, our E-Filing application, which currently relies on HTML to transfer data between the web site and the Trademarks application, will be re-designed. At that point it will most likely rely on ST.66 to transfer data to the internal application. 

DK - The Danish patent and trademark office

ST.36

At DKPTO XML is not yet used for the internal processing system.  From the e-filing sites we store data directly into our Oracle database.  Publications are carried out via Adobe PageMaker templates and with data and images extracted from our internal system (Orable database and file server).

For Patents, we are currently testing ST.36 for exporting data.

Import of EPO data is ST.36 XML-format – data are mapped to our internal system via an Access database.

ST.66

For Trademarks, we import data in ST.66 and TM-XML format and store the data in our internal system similar to the Patent data in ST.36 format.

For exporting data we use an adapted MECA-format.

EP- EPO
ST.36

The EPO is steadily adopting ST.36 for its patent information systems.  Since Jan. 1st 2006 EPO accepts electronic filings according to ST.36.  EPO also uses the standard for exchanges with the member states and others in DOCDB exchange.

Also, since January 2006 all our patent publications (publication server and bulletin) have been compliant with ST.36.  EPO is currently converting the publication backfiles from SGML to ST.36;  to date we have converted all our patent documents from 1992 to 2005.

Since 2006 there are a number of other services available to the public in XML conformant to the ST.36 rules, such as payment of fees, publication of appeal decisions, etc...

ST.66

EPO is not using ST.66 internally, but we are incorporating it into our EPTOS product for distribution to the member states. 

GB – UK-IPO

ST.36

ST.36 is used for UK office’s two online filing systems for patents (EPO’s EOLF and our internal web-based filing system).

Internally we use ST.36 naming conventions but not fully valid XML.

We also receive and process ST.36 data received from the EPO.

ST.66

The UK-IPO currently uses the CTM download service:  a derivative of the ST.66 standard.

The UK-IPO is working towards the standard extension for the euroregister project in terms of the results structure.

The standard will form a part of our architecture going forward in terms of external communications.

RU - Rospatent

ST.36

At present our Office receives applications on paper. If an application is submitted electronically, an applicant has to submit a signed paper copy along with the electronic one. In this case the format of e-application is not defined by our regulations and usually it is MS Word DOC format.

Then we scan all of the received applications and transform them into XML-format in accordance with ST.36. We use these transformed data for applications and patents publication. Sequences are reproduced in PDF format; chemical formulas and drawings – in TIFF format.

Also we have developed new internal searching system, containing documents and IPC classification in ST.36-XML-format.

ST.66

As for ST.66 it is not used in our practice yet. We plan to implement it in future, but currently we have faced some difficulties in this field.

MECA XML is the format used for TM international registrations data exchange between Rospatent and WIPO. Also we have developed internal regulations based on MECA XML for intersystem exchange, publication and e-filing.

US – USPTO
ST.36

The USPTO’s implementation of ST.36 is declared in a specification named Red Book.  The USPTO currently publishes approximately 5,000 patent applications and 5,000 patent grants each week in Red Book format.  In addition, another 5,000 applications per week are converted to Red Book within about one month of filing.  To the extent possible, ST.36 ICE are used for other USPTO systems.

ST.66

USPTO has no current plans to implement ST.66.  USPTO is anxiously awaiting results of the IB’s efforts to convert to ST.66.

