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This report aims to make publishing industry data available to the user community and highlight 
the challenges producers of statistics face in reporting consistent and comparable data. 
Publishing industry data are not unified under a single authority. For this reason, data have to 
be compiled from different sources in order to provide a broad picture of publishing industry 
activity. A drawback to this approach is that data drawn from more than one source may give 
conflicting information about market size and the evolution of activity within the industry due to 
differences in methodology and market coverage.

The report presents publishing statistics from the following sources: (a) a publishing 
industry survey, (b) a legal deposits survey, (c) Nielsen BookScan data, (d) the International 
Standard Book Number (ISBN) Agency and (e) the Web of Science database. The publishing 
industry survey was conducted by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and 
the Federation of European Publishers (FEP) with support from Centro Regional para el 
Fomento del Libro en América Latina y el Caribe (CERLALC). The legal deposits survey was 
conducted by WIPO and the ISBN data compiled by CERLALC and the International ISBN 
Agency. The Nielsen BookScan company kindly shared data for 10 countries covering the 
2018–2020 period.

Every effort has been made to compile statistics based on the same definitions in order to 
facilitate cross-country comparison. However, care should be exercised when interpreting 
data, as some data points are incomplete and partial; for example, a number of countries 
only provided data on revenue and/or titles published in print format, meaning that digital 
components are missing (see annex C for data coverage). A few countries reported revenue 
data at market value calculated from retail prices instead of net revenue, while a majority 
reported legal deposits data covering both physical (print) and digital (e-books) publications. 
In a number of countries, legal deposits data were available for physical publications only, 
because legal deposit legislation has not been updated to capture digital publications.

However, compiling data from additional sources does enable users to validate and/or 
supplement the data compiled through questionnaires. Our expectation is that the data 
presented in this report will prove to be a useful source of information for the publishing 
industry community.
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This section presents data for the publishing industry provided by the 40 countries that 
responded to the publishing industry survey in 2021. In total, 39 national publishers’ 
associations and copyright authorities shared their 2020 data, while Colombia provided its 
latest available 2019 data.

Revenue generated by the trade and educational sectors

The 2020 sales and licensing revenue data covering the trade and the educational sectors are 
available for 22 countries. An additional three countries provided revenue data only for the 
trade sector. The combined publishing industry revenue for these 25 countries was USD 65.3 
billion in 2020. The United States of America (US) (USD 23.6 billion) reported the largest sales 
revenue, followed by Japan (USD 10.8 billion), Germany (USD 10.6 billion), the United Kingdom 
(UK) (USD 4.8 billion) and Italy (USD 3.5 billion) (see table 1). Trade sector revenue accounted 
for 50% or more of total revenue for 16 of the 19 countries for which 2020 data by sector are 
available – ranging from 53.5% in Italy up to 90.7% in Japan. Educational sector revenue 
accounted for over half of total revenue in Brazil (63.3%), the Netherlands (62.6%) and Turkey 
(52.3%) (see table 1).

The 2020 revenue data by format – print, digital and audio formats – are available for 16 
countries. The share of digital/audio formats ranged from 2% in Brazil to 33.1% in Japan 
(figure 1). Digital/audio formats generated a high percentage of total revenue in the Nordic 
countries of Denmark (30.7%), Finland (28.2%) and Sweden (31.1%).

Only 12 countries were able to provide publishing industry revenue by destination (domestic or 
foreign markets) for 2020. Among them, Canada generated 36.6% of total revenue from foreign 
markets, followed by the UK (35.1%), Spain (11.4%), New Zealand (11.3%) and Portugal (8.9%). 
The remaining countries all had a foreign market share below 5% (figure 2). Although the US 
generated only 4.6% of total revenue from foreign markets, in absolute terms, it generated 
USD 1.1 billion in 2020.

Revenue data by sales channel – brick and mortar, online and others – are available for 14 
countries for 2020. Online sales generated more than two-thirds of total publishing industry 
revenue in the UK (68.6%) in 2020 (figure 3). Brazil (38.7%), Canada (39.9%), Sweden (38%) and 
Turkey (44.1%) also had a large proportion of total revenue generated by online sales. However, 
brick and mortar continued to generate the bulk of total revenue in Georgia (63%), Spain 
(79.2%), Italy (62.9%) and New Zealand (61.2%).

Titles published by the trade and educational sectors

Data on the total number of titles published in 2020 covering both the trade and educational 
sectors are available for 33 countries. The UK reported a combined total of around 186,000 
published titles in 2020. Italy (125,948), France (97,327), Turkey (88,975) and Spain (83,622) 
round out the top five countries (see table 2). Four of the top five countries – Italy being the 
exception – reported fewer titles published in 2020 compared to the previous year. Spain 

Publishing industry survey 
covering the trade and 
educational sectors
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(–12.8%) recorded the biggest decline, followed by France (–9.2%), the UK (–7.9%) and Turkey 
(–5.8%). In contrast, Italy saw 25.6% growth.

The trade sector share ranged from 24.8% in New Zealand up to 98.2% in Japan. In the 
countries where data were reported by sector, the trade sector accounted for more than half 
of all titles published, the exceptions being Belarus (47.1%), Czech Republic (37.5%), Mexico 
(49.2%) and New Zealand (24.8%). As in Japan, the trade sector accounted for the vast bulk of 
titles published in Austria (89.5%), Estonia (91.3%) and Latvia (92.3%) (see table 2).

In total, 21 countries reported data on the number of titles published by format (print, digital 
and audio formats) for 2020. The share of digital/audio formatted titles ranged from 5.1% in the 
Republic of Moldova up to 57.3% in Sweden (figure 4). The highest shares of digital/audio were 
in Sweden (57.3%), followed by Norway (51.5%) and Iceland (48.8). Less than one in 10 titles 
published in the Republic of Moldova (5.1%), Thailand (8.2%) and Turkey (7.8%) were in digital/
audio format.

Children’s books

The total revenue generated from sales of children’s books is available for 19 countries 
and amounted to USD 8.9 billion in 2020. The US reported revenue of USD 4.7 billion from 
children’s books in 2020, followed by Germany (USD 2 billion), the UK (USD 508 million), Spain 
(USD 427 million) and France (USD 406 million) (figure 5).

Revenue from children’s books represented the biggest share of trade sector revenue in Malta 
(52%), New Zealand (41.5%), Spain (41.4%) and the US (28.2%) (figure 6). Georgia (11%), Ireland 
(12.4%), Thailand (13.3%) and Turkey (12.3%) all had a similar share of around 11–13%.

Data on children’s books published by the trade sector in 2020 is available for 22 countries. 
France (16,408) reported the highest number of children’s books titles published in 2020, 
followed by Turkey (10,429), Italy (9,348), Germany (7,932) and Canada (2,692) (figure 7). 
Children’s books represented the highest share of trade sector published titles in New Zealand 
(55%), Malta (40.8%), Canada (33%), Greece (28.6%) and Finland (27.7%) (figure 8).

Publishing industry survey

The publishing industry survey was established in 2017 as a collaboration between 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the International Publishers 
Association (IPA). WIPO has strengthened its cooperation with Centro Regional para 
el Fomento del Libro en América Latina y el Caribe (CERLALC) and the Federation of 
European Publishers (FEP) in order to reduce the burden on respondents and extend the 
geographical coverage of the survey. CERLALC provided data for several Latin America and 
the Caribbean (LAC) countries, while the FEP compiled and shared 2020 data relating to 15 
European countries (FEP members). WIPO is grateful to CERLALC and the FEP for sharing 
their data.

The scope of the publishing industry survey is limited to (a) the trade and educational 
sectors and (b) those published materials (i.e., books, monographs, and so on) issued with 
an ISBN, a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or any other book identifier.
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Table 1. Total publishing industry revenue by sector (USD million), 2020

Share of total (%)

Country Total Trade Educational Trade Educational

Austria 374.8 314.0 60.8 83.8 16.2

Azerbaijan (a) 25.7 25.7 .. .. ..

Brazil 1,022.7 375.0 647.7 36.7 63.3

Canada 860.9 529.4 331.5 61.5 38.5

Colombia * 243.5 .. .. .. ..

Czech Republic 33.4 21.3 12.2 63.6 36.4

Denmark 326.7 232.8 93.9 71.3 28.7

Estonia * (b) 41.2 33.6 7.6 81.5 18.5

Finland 283.3 169.0 114.2 59.7 40.3

France 2,977.2 2,057.3 919.9 69.1 30.9

Georgia (a) 6.2 6.2 .. .. ..

Germany 10,625.9 .. .. .. ..

Hungary * 180.4 167.4 13.0 92.8 7.2

Iceland 28.2 .. .. .. ..

Ireland (b) 36.3 23.9 12.4 65.7 34.3

Italy 3,490.6 1,866.9 1,623.6 53.5 46.5

Japan 10,824.5 9,816.9 1,007.5 90.7 9.3

Mali * 1.5 1.0 0.5 66.2 33.8

Malta 3.9 2.6 1.4 65.4 34.6

Mexico * (b) 535.0 138.2 396.8 25.8 74.2

Netherlands 913.7 342.1 571.6 37.4 62.6

New Zealand 116.9 93.8 23.1 80.3 19.7

Norway 291.2 166.4 124.8 57.1 42.9

Poland * 435.7 283.4 152.4 65.0 35.0

Portugal 258.1 166.8 91.4 64.6 35.4

Republic of Korea * 6,225.3 3,773.1 2,452.2 60.6 39.4

Slovenia * 96.3 73.9 22.4 76.7 23.3

Spain 2,786.9 .. .. .. ..

Sweden 327.0 211.8 115.2 64.8 35.2

Thailand (a, b) 431.4 431.4 .. .. ..

Turkey 923.5 440.1 483.5 47.7 52.3

UK 4,755.1 2,732.1 2,023.1 57.5 42.5

US 23,614.3 16,668.2 6,946.2 70.6 29.4

Note: Data for Austria, Germany, Italy, Portugal and Spain are at market value calculated from retail prices. See annex A for 
details regarding the exchange rate used to convert revenue data from a national currency into USD. 
(a) Trade sector only.
(b) Print format only.
* 2019 data.
.. indicates not available.
Source: WIPO Statistics Database and Federation of European Publishers (FEP), April 2022.

Figure 1. Distribution of publishing industry revenue by format, 2020
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Figure 2. Distribution of publishing industry revenue by destination, 2020
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Figure 3. Distribution of publishing industry revenue by sales channel, 2020
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Source: WIPO Statistics Database and Federation of European Publishers (FEP), April 2022.

Table 2. Total number of titles published by sector, 2020

Share of total (%)

Country Total Trade Educational Trade Educational

Argentina * 11,514 9,528 1,986 82.8 17.2

Australia 19,241 .. .. .. ..

Austria 8,711 7,800 911 89.5 10.5

Belarus (b) 8,205 3,863 4,342 47.1 52.9

Brazil (b) 46,083 26,276 19,807 57.0 43.0

Bulgaria * 12,194 10,400 1,794 85.3 14.7

Canada 10,433 8,164 2,269 78.3 21.7

Chile 7,058 6,085 973 86.2 13.8

Colombia * 19,996 .. .. .. ..

Croatia * 7,415 6,721 694 90.6 9.4

Cuba 728 635 93 87.2 12.8

Czech Republic 16,474 6,174 10,300 37.5 62.5

Denmark 10,715 .. .. .. ..

Ecuador 4,153 2,318 1,835 55.8 44.2

Estonia 5,809 5,303 506 91.3 8.7

Finland 10,208 8,048 2,160 78.8 21.2

France (b) 97,327 71,730 25,597 73.7 26.3

Georgia (a, b) 1,542 1,542 .. .. ..

Germany (b) 77,272 .. .. .. ..
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Share of total (%)

Country Total Trade Educational Trade Educational

Greece 9,583 6,401 3,182 66.8 33.2

Hungary * 9,589 7,155 2,434 74.6 25.4

Iceland (a) 2,764 2,764 .. .. ..

Ireland 1,773 1,150 623 64.9 35.1

Italy 125,948 97,763 28,185 77.6 22.4

Japan (b) 69,850 68,608 1,242 98.2 1.8

Kazakhstan * (b) 6,365 4,447 1,918 69.9 30.1

Kyrgyzstan (b) 1,206 950 256 78.8 21.2

Latvia 2,375 2,191 184 92.3 7.7

Lebanon 2,000 .. .. .. ..

Lithuania * 3,479 3,199 280 92.0 8.0

Mali * (b) 119 89 30 74.8 25.2

Malta 511 426 85 83.4 16.6

Mexico 18,713 9,215 9,498 49.2 50.8

New Zealand 2,526 626 1,900 24.8 75.2

Norway 14,114 11,626 2,488 82.4 17.6

Peru 6,885 5,699 1,186 82.8 17.2

Poland * 22,939 21,201 1,738 92.4 7.6

Portugal 18,925 .. .. .. ..

Republic of Korea * (a, b) 65,432 65,432 .. .. ..

Republic of Moldova 4,559 2,635 1,924 57.8 42.2

Russian Federation * 115,171 .. .. .. ..

Serbia 14,901 12,362 2,539 83.0 17.0

Slovenia * 5,076 4,324 752 85.2 14.8

Spain 83,622 .. .. .. ..

Sweden (a) 8,227 8,227 .. .. ..

Thailand (a) 9,710 9,710 .. .. ..

Togo * (b) 43 34 9 79.1 20.9

Turkey 88,975 66,848 22,127 75.1 24.9

UK 186,000 .. .. .. ..

Ukraine (b) 14,740 8,687 6,053 58.9 41.1
 
(a) Trade sector only.
(b) Print format only.
* 2019 data
.. not available.
Source: WIPO Statistics Database and Federation of European Publishers (FEP), April 2022.

Figure 4. Distribution of titles published by the trade and educational sectors by format, 2020 
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(Table 2 continued)
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Figure 5. Children’s books revenue (USD million), 2020
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Source: WIPO Statistics Database and Federation of European Publishers (FEP), April 2022.

Figure 6. Share of children's books within trade sector revenue, 2020
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Figure 7. Number of children's books titles published by the trade sector, 2020

16,408

10,429
9,348

7,932

2,692 2,690 2,232 2,144 2,117 1,831 1,782
1,176 1,120 846 537 517 344 259 226 174 119 71

N
um

be
r o

f c
hi

ld
re

n'
s 

bo
ok

s
tit

le
s 

pu
bl

is
he

d

Fran
ce

 (a
)

Turk
ey Ita

ly

Germ
an

y (
a)

Can
ad

a

Norw
ay

Finl
an

d

Swed
en

Ukra
ine

 (a
)

Gree
ce

Tha
ila

nd
Chil

e

Mex
ico

Esto
nia

Bela
rus

 (a
)

Ice
lan

d

New
 Zea

lan
d

La
tvi

a

Ire
lan

d
Malt

a

Kyrg
yz

sta
n (

a)

Ecu
ad

or

Country

(a) Print format only.
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Figure 8. Share of children’s books in the number of titles published by the trade sector, 2020 

SHARE OF CHILDREN'S (%)
3.1 9.6 11.5 11.8 12.2 12.5 13.9 16.0 18.7 19.3 19.7 20.0 22.9 23.1 24.4 25.2 26.1 27.7 28.6 33.0 40.8 55.0

0

25

50

75

100

D
is

tri
bu

tio
n 

of
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
bo

ok
s 

in
th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f t

itl
es

 p
ub

lis
he

d 
(%

)

Ecu
ad

or
Ita

ly

Germ
an

y (
a)

La
tvi

a

Mex
ico

Kyrg
yz

sta
n (

a)

Bela
rus

 (a
)

Esto
nia

Ice
lan

d
Chil

e

Ire
lan

d

Tha
ila

nd

Fran
ce

 (a
)

Norw
ay

Ukra
ine

 (a
)

Turk
ey

Swed
en

Finl
an

d

Gree
ce

Can
ad

a
Malt

a

New
 Zea

lan
d

Country

OTHERS CHILDREN’S BOOKS

(a) Print format only.
Source: WIPO Statistics Database and Federation of European Publishers (FEP), April 2022.



13

The Global Publishing Industry in 2020

Legal deposits survey

This section presents legal deposits survey data for the 65 countries/territories that shared 
their 2020 data.1 The main reason for compiling data from national repositories is to 
complement and validate publishing industry data gathered from other sources.

Legal deposit survey

In 2019, WIPO conducted a survey of legal deposits for the first time. A total of 52 countries 
or territories shared their 2018 legal deposit data. For the 2021 survey, 65 countries or 
territories shared their 2020 data. WIPO’s legal deposits survey covers three categories: 
namely, (a) books, (b) music sheets and music audio files, and (c) films and videos. In 
addition, a few repositories have shared data for periodicals (journals, e-series and so on).

What is a legal deposit system?

Legal deposit is a statutory obligation at the national level requiring publishers to deposit a 
certain number of copies of published documents at a repository, that is, a recognized place of 
legal deposit.2 Ordinarily, national legal provisions require at least two copies to be submitted, 
although this varies across countries.3 In a majority of countries, the legal deposit system is 
mandatory; however, there are some exceptions, such as the Netherlands and Paraguay. It 
should be noted that in some countries – such as Cyprus and Italy – legal deposit is required 
only for printed books, whereas in others it is also required for digital publications and other 
formats. A number of countries (e.g., Germany and New Zealand) reported items as having 
undergone a process of digitization recently, resulting in a significant increase in digital 
publications over recent years. In some countries – for example, Belgium – there is no legal 
obligation to deposit e-books, although it may done voluntarily.

There are advantages to compiling data from the national legal repositories system that include 
reliable data from authoritative sources and a comprehensive coverage that incorporates 
self-publishing. However, there are limitations to such data. For example, as mentioned, in 
some countries it is a legal requirement that both printed and digital materials are deposited in 
a repository, while in others this applies solely to printed materials. It is nonetheless feasible to 
address some of these limitations in order to derive comparable data.

However, although this report is an attempt to harmonize the data compiled, care should be 
exercised when making cross-country comparisons due to methodological differences.

1 However, data for 64 repositories are included in this section. Data for Brazil are partial and incomplete – legal deposit 
has been queued since March 2020, due to the pandemic, which shows up as a big drop from the previous year – 
hence excluded.

2 A publication is subject to the legal deposit requirement when made available to the public, regardless of whether for 
sale or free of charge.

3 For example, in Portugal, publishers are legally obliged to deposit 11 copies of a published material, whereas in 
Malaysia five copies have to be deposited with the National Library of Malaysia.
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How many books published and deposited at national legal repositories

The number of books deposited in national repositories increased from 2.4 million in 2018 to 
2.7 million in 2019, mainly due to a substantial growth in digital deposits (figure 9). This figure 
is an estimate based on data for 70 national repositories. Growth in digital deposits at the 
global level was mainly driven by the digitization of backlists in Germany, which reported a 98% 
increase between 2018 and 2019. Austria, Denmark, the Netherlands and New Zealand also 
saw a strong growth in print and digital deposits between 2018 and 2019 which contributed 
to overall growth. The national repositories of 70 countries or territories received 0.3 million 
fewer deposits in 2020, which could partly reflect the negative impact of the COVID-19-related 
restrictions that many countries experienced in 2020. For example, a number of repositories 
indicated limited capacity to receive and record data in the system due to such restrictions.

In terms of regional distribution, Europe accounted for 51.7% of the 2.4 million books deposited 
in 2020, followed by Asia (34.1%) and North America (11.9%) (figure 10). The combined share 
of Africa, the LAC and Oceania was 2.3%. This low share partly reflects the limited survey 
responses received, with only 15 of the national repositories covering those regions choosing 
to share their 2020 data with WIPO.

The highest number of books published and deposited in a national repository in 2020 was 
recorded by Germany (425,324), followed by China (414,409), the US (263,674), the UK (169,496) 
and Japan (123,862) (figure 11). Germany saw a substantial decrease in deposits, which fell 
from 693,722 in 2019 down to 425,324 in 2020. This was due to the significant digitization of old 
records making the 2019 figure artificially high and above the normal trend. The UK (–41,132), 
Denmark (–24,600) and the Netherlands (–22,589) likewise received fewer book deposits in 
2020 compared to 2019. Among the 62 countries or territories for which data for 2019 and 
2020 are available, only 17 reported an increase in the number of books deposited in 2020, the 
remaining 45 seeing a decrease. Where available, data for all countries are presented in table 3.

Data on the books deposited by format – print, digital and other formats – for 2020 are available 
for 42 countries. More than half of all books deposited in Finland (68.9%), Germany (71.7%), the 
Netherlands (59.9%), New Zealand (68.9%), the UK (53.5%) and the US (92.6%) in 2020 were 
in a digital format (figure 12). In contrast, print format constituted more than 97% of the books 
deposited in China (98.7%), the Czech Republic (97.8%) and Viet Nam (97.8%).

Figure 9. Number of books deposited  
in legal repositories, 2018–2020
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Note: The graph covers data for 70 national repositories.
Source: WIPO Statistics Database, April 2022.

Figure 10. Distribution of books deposited  
in legal repositories by region, 2020
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Note: The graph covers data for 70 national repositories. 
Each region includes the following number of offices:
Africa (7), Asia (17), Europe (36), Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC) (7), North America (2) and Oceania (1).
Source: WIPO Statistics Database, April 2022.
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Figure 11. Number of books deposited at selected legal repositories, 2020
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Figure 12. Distribution of books deposited at selected legal repositories by format, 2020
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Table 3. Number of books deposited in legal repositories, 2020

Country/territory Total Print Digital Other formats

Andorra 110 49 61 ..

Argentina (a, c) 4,148 4,148 .. ..

Armenia 3,516 2,958 .. 558

Austria (a) 20,098 20,098 .. ..

Azerbaijan (a) 2,001 2,001 .. ..

Belgium (b) 16,435 15,112 1,323 ..

Bulgaria * 12,093 10,508 1,585 ..

Canada (c) 18,571 16,022 2,373 176

China 414,409 408,860 .. 5,549

China, Hong Kong SAR (a) 14,550 14,550 .. ..

Colombia * 19,727 12,022 7,705 ..

Costa Rica 910 645 265 ..

Croatia 8,780 6,359 2,421 ..

Cyprus (a) 27 27 .. ..

Czech Republic 14,436 14,117 .. 319

Denmark (a) 9,278 9,278 .. ..

Estonia 4,807 3,154 1,645 8

Finland 26,972 8,391 18,581 18
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Country/territory Total Print Digital Other formats

France (a) 64,121 64,121 .. ..

Germany 425,324 99,493 305,107 20,724

Ghana 1,147 1,097 50 ..

Greece (c) 10,510 10,069 439 2

Hungary 21,864 15,146 6,673 45

Iceland 5,757 4,529 872 356

Ireland (a) 982 982 .. ..

Israel 10954 8845 2109 ..

Italy (a) 44,260 44,260 .. ..

Jamaica 713 680 33 ..

Japan (a, c) 123,862 123,862 .. ..

Jordan 5,074 5,000 74 ..

Kazakhstan * 2,893 2,873 20 ..

Kyrgyzstan * (a) 1,459 1,459 .. ..

Latvia 3,265 2,433 832 ..

Lithuania 4,678 4,462 216 ..

Luxembourg 1,447 994 453 ..

Malaysia 15,080 13,579 .. 1,501

Maldives (a) 30 30 .. ..

Malta (a) 459 459 .. ..

Mauritius (a, c) 1,340 1,340 .. ..

Mexico (a) 1,616 1,616 .. ..

Monaco (a) 109 109 .. ..

Montenegro (a) 1,338 1,338 .. ..

Mozambique 142 132 10 ..

Myanmar (a) 2,213 2,213 .. ..

Namibia (a, c) 578 578 .. ..

Netherlands (d) 43,692 17,466 26,186 40

New Zealand (c) 11,554 3,595 7,957 2

Norway 15,285 9,743 5,305 237

Paraguay * 314 242 52 20

Peru 5,721 5,698 23 ..

Philippines 450 137 8 305

Poland 35,258 30,391 4,712 155

Portugal (a) 14,739 14,739 .. ..

Republic of Korea 101,318 73,513 22,598 5,207

Republic of Moldova 2,635 2,503 102 30

Russian Federation * (a) 115,171 115,171 .. ..

Serbia 11,062 11,059 .. 3

Seychelles (a) 73 73 .. ..

Singapore 10,153 9,060 1,093 ..

Slovakia 5833 5,372 448 13

Slovenia 8,050 6,785 1,166 99

South Africa (c) 5,758 5,455 303 ..

Spain 59,458 45,558 12,497 1,403

Sri Lanka (a) 1,791 1,791 .. ..

Sweden 18,645 17,555 176 914

Thailand 12,996 11,860 1,136 ..

Trinidad and Tobago (a) 47 47 .. ..

Turkey * 61,363 59,559 1,804 ..

UK (c) 169,496 78,777 90,719 ..

Ukraine * (a) 24,416 24,416 .. ..

US 263,674 19,413 244,261 ..

Viet Nam 27,067 26,473 .. 594

Zimbabwe * (a) 40 40 .. ..

(a) Print only.
(b) Digital deposits collected on a voluntary basis.
(c) 2019–2020 fiscal year.
(d) Deposits collected on a voluntary basis.
* 2019 data.
.. not available.
Source: WIPO Statistics Database, April 2022.

(Table 3 continued)
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Nielsen BookScan collects transactional data at the point of sale directly from the tills and 
dispatch systems of major book retailers. It operates in numerous countries, including Brazil, 
India and the UK. In the UK, for instance, Nielsen BookScan tracks sales through around 6,500 
retailers. However, the market coverage of the Nielsen BookScan data varies across countries, 
ranging from 90% in Australia and the UK down to around 60% in Italy and New Zealand 
(see Annex B). This section is based on Nielsen BookScan data for 10 countries covering the 
2018–2020 period.

Table 4 presents data on units sold and revenue generated for the 2018–2020 period. The 
UK had the highest number of copies sold in 2020, amounting to 213 million copies. It was 
followed by Italy (91.1 million), Australia (67.2 million) and Spain (55.4). The children’s books 
sector accounted for over 47% of total copies sold in Australia (47.5%) and New Zealand 
(47.7%) in 2020. Revenue generated at the point of sale amounted to USD 2.3 billion in 
the UK in 2020. The UK was followed by Italy (USD 1.6 billion), Spain (USD 1 billion) and 
Australia (USD 0.86 billion).

The COVID-19 pandemic had a considerable negative impact on sales revenue. In 2019, the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, eight of the 10 countries – India and Mexico are the 
exceptions – had generated a lower sales revenue compared to the 2018 pre-pandemic year. 
Moreover, for five countries, 2020 sales revenue is still lower than 2018 revenue. The impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on copies sold is mixed. Five countries sold fewer books in 2019 
compared to 2018, while only three counties had sold fewer books in 2020 compared to 
2018 figures.

Nielsen BookScan data
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Table 4. Total copies sold and sales revenue, 2018-2020

Books sold (million)

Country 2018 2019 2020
2020 distribution (%)

Fiction Children’s Non-fiction

Australia 61.2 60.6 67.2 22.5 47.5 29.9

Brazil 44.4 41.5 43.4 28.0 19.5 52.0

India 21.0 30.9 29.7 14.0 24.8 58.5

Ireland 11.8 12.2 13.1 24.3 36.8 38.5

Italy 85.6 85.0 91.1 34.5 23.7 41.8

Mexico (a) 8.4 15.7 13.8 18.1 25.5 46.5

New Zealand 6.2 6.4 6.4 19.9 47.7 32.1

South Africa 9.2 8.6 7.0 21.5 38.4 38.8

Spain 64.0 62.6 55.4 30.7 29.6 25.6

UK (b) 190.9 191.4 213.0 n.a. n.a. n.a.

Sales revenue (USD, million)

Country 2018 2019 2020
2020 distribution (%)

Fiction Children’s Non-fiction

Australia 880.8 793.2 862.0 23.2 30.0 46.7

Brazil 510.1 443.1 348.8 24.6 16.5 58.4

India 93.6 137.7 138.5 11.5 21.2 64.8

Ireland 165.9 165.0 184.4 22.6 28.4 48.5

Italy 1,502.3 1,428.1 1,625.0 32.9 17.8 49.3

Mexico (a) 90.4 173.9 145.3 19.3 18.7 52.6

New Zealand 95.3 92.7 91.1 22.2 30.0 47.6

South Africa 118.7 106.3 81.0 22.0 27.3 49.7

Spain 1,168.1 1,095.3 997.2 30.6 22.9 29.1

UK (b) 21,73.4 21,27.3 2,333.3 n.a. n.a. n.a.

Note: The COVID-19 pandemic had a market impact for all reported countries. Many countries were in lockdown at different 
points in time during the 2019–2020 period. Post-16 education books (textbooks and study guides) are included within the 
non-fiction category. Coverage for all educational books varies from country to country. The percentage for non-fiction 
comprises all types of non-fiction, including trade, specialist books and titles without a classification at the time of analysis. 
See annex A for details regarding exchange rates and annex B for book market coverage of each country.
(a) Data from March to December (i.e., not the full year).
(b) The UK market is estimated using retail modelling and consumer reported purchases.
n.a. indicates not available.
Source: Nielsen BookScan, April 2022.

The Global Publishing Industry in 2020
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What is an international standard book number?

An ISBN is a permanent international standard book identifier assigned to a publication 
and administered by the International ISBN Agency and national or regional ISBN agencies 
throughout the world. The ISBN is the most common publication identifier in use. The ISBN 
system has a three-tier administrative structure – the International ISBN Agency, the national 
and regional registration agencies, and publishers. The International ISBN Agency is the official 
registration authority appointed by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) to 
supervise the global use of the ISBN Standard. There are around 150 registration agencies 
assigning unique registrant elements and ISBNs to publishers. Publishers are responsible for 
assigning unique ISBNs to individual publications from within the registrant elements they 
have been allocated. Publishers do, however, also use other identifiers, such as an Amazon 
Standard Identification Number (ASIN), a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), and so on.

ISBN data gives a good indication as to the size of the publishing market in a country and is a 
means of validating data from other sources. For 2020, the International ISBN Agency shared 
data for 37 countries provided by national ISBN agencies. In addition, CERLALC shared data 
for 15 countries covering the LAC region.

Table 5 presents data on (a) lifetime ISBNs registered and (b) number of ISBNs registered in 
2020. The US, with 3.9 million registered ISBNs in 2020, was by far the biggest user of the 
ISBN identifier in 2020, followed by the Republic of Korea (329,582), Germany (284,000), China 
(263,066), the UK (188,553) and Indonesia (144,793). Both the US (–1.3 million) and the UK 
(–15,462) reported fewer ISBN registrations in 2020 compared to 2019. This could be partly 
due to the negative impact of the COVID-19-related restrictions imposed in the two countries. 
Although ISBN data represents the number of publications, there will be some double counting, 
as alternative formats for the same publication (e.g., e-book, paperback and hardcover 
editions) will each have been assigned a separate ISBN.

International standard book 
number (ISBN) registrations data
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Table 5. Total number of ISBN registrations, 2020

Country
Lifetime

ISBNs
registered

ISBNs 
registered 

in 2020
Country

Lifetime
ISBNs

registered

ISBNs 
registered 

in 2020

Argentina (b) 598,836 27,694  Malawi 15,203 412

Australia 672,904 32,114  Malta 14,469 1,134

Bolivia (Plurinational State of) .. 1,103  Mexico .. 20,925

Brazil .. 114,114  Mongolia .. 3,331

Bulgaria 250,122 11,698  Netherlands 1,869,672 40,105

Canada (French) (a) 498,397 16,548  Nigeria 475,028 13,900

Chile .. 8,353  Norway 440,624 8,599

China .. 263,066  Panama .. 884

Colombia 335,697 20,344  Paraguay .. 823

Costa Rica .. 1,724  Peru .. 5,698

Croatia (b) 171,554 6,785  Philippines (b) 181,028 6,510

Cuba .. 2,950  Portugal (a) 421,632 18,925

Czech Republic 654,210 26,367  Republic of Korea 3,809,109 329,582

Denmark 722,807 39,479  Russian Federation 2,084,160 124,454

Dominican Republic .. 1,765  Slovakia 277,788 12,586

Ecuador .. 4,264  Spain 2,583,325 80,704

El Salvador .. 675  Sweden (b) 783,842 34,016

Estonia (a) 126,640 11,221  Syrian Arab Republic 27,600 1,600

Germany (b) 5,564,800 284,000  Thailand 240,243 17,952

Ghana (a) 100,000 2,500  Turkey 922,859 78,500

Guatemala .. 1,073  UK (b) 7,900,000 188,553

Indonesia (b) 657,314 144,793  US 39,876,731 3,931,270

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 1,400,000 90,000  Ukraine 451,497 23,640

Italy 2,241,223 135,133  Uruguay .. 2,220

Japan (b) 2,524,148 114,272  Venezuela (Bolivarian 
Republic of) .. 2,186

Latvia (a) 90,679 3,391  

Lithuania 140,003 4,810

(a) Figures are estimates provided by the relevant ISBN Agency.
(b) Statistics are believed by the relevant ISBN Agency to be possibly underestimated, especially in terms of the lifetime 
figures, owing to no or insufficient data.
.. not available.
Source: International ISBN Agency and Centro Regional para el Fomento del Libro en América Latina y el Caribe 
(CERLALC), April 2022.
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Web of Science data covering 
the scientific, technical 
and medical sector

The scientific, technical and medical (STM) sector is the most complex and internationalized 
sector in the global publishing industry. It is dominated by large international companies 
incorporated in different countries.4 This makes it difficult to identify the standard indicators 
(i.e., the number of titles published, copies sold and revenue) within the constraints of nation-
by-nation reporting. Moreover, the STM sector has undergone substantial changes in terms of 
the dissemination and consumption of its products in recent years.

Data on STM publishing activity are available from various sources; however, Scopus and 
Web of Science (WOS) are two frequently mentioned databases for journals and articles. 
WOS is one of the leading global databases covering publications in the world’s top-tier peer-
reviewed journals. Data covered in the database do not represent the total STM market, but 
are instead editorially selected according to criteria and standards focused on “high-influence” 
publications. Moreover, although it covers a variety of languages, a majority of journals in 
the database are in English. Despite these limitations, WOS does provide a good basis for 
monitoring the evolution of STM publishing activity.

Data presented in this section to measure the STM sector are based on the journals and 
articles information contained in the WOS database. Aggregation was only done for different 
incorporations of the same publisher. Mergers and acquisitions were not taken account of, as 
publishers names were taken from the bibliographical information provided for a publication 
(e.g., Nature Publishing, Springer and so on).

Main publishers of journals and articles

The overall number of journals contained in the WOS database increased from around 8,500 
in 2010 to around 9,400 in 2020, while the number of articles published increased from around 
1.1 million in 2010 to 1.8 million in 2020. The vast majority of the top 20 STM publishers are 
commercial publishers. This statement holds true both in terms of number of journals and 
number of articles published. 

The top five publishers accounted for 48.6% of journals (figure 13) and 54.6% of articles 
(figure 14) in 2020. Elsevier holds the leading position in both number of journals and number 
of articles covered in the database. It accounted for 15.6% of total journals in 2020, followed 
by Springer (13.5%), Wiley (9.8%), Taylor & Francis (7%) and Sage (2.7%). Among the top five, 
Wiley has seen its market share halve over the course of a decade, decreasing from 19.9% in 
2010 to 9.8% in 2020, whereas the other four publishers have seen their market shares increase 
over the same period. As for articles, Elsevier accounted for 23.2% of total articles published 
in 2020, followed by Springer (11.3%), Wiley (9.3%), the Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing 
Institute (MDPI) (7%) and Taylor & Francis (3.8%). Springer and Taylor & Francis saw their 
market shares increase between 2010 and 2020, whereas Wiley underwent a small decrease 
during the same period. A change in market share could be due to a multitude of factors, 

4 For a more detailed picture of STM publishing, refer to the STM Global Brief 2021 – Economics & Market Size, published 
by STM: International Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical Publishers. Available at:  
www.stm-assoc.org/2021_10_19_STM_Global_Brief_2021_Economics_and_Market_Size.pdf.
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among which are an increase in the coverage of the WOS database, mergers and acquisitions, 
the establishment of new journals, changes to existing titles, and so on.

Figure 15 shows the subjects covered by the WOS database based on the articles published.  
Subjects are grouped according to the methodology suggested by Miguelez et al. (2019).5 
Articles related to clinical medicine (13.3%) accounted for the highest share of all subject 
groups in 2020, followed by chemistry (11.8%), engineering (10.1%), technology (9.2%) and 
surgery (8%).

Figure 16 shows the geographical location of authors of articles published in STM journals. An 
author’s affiliation is considered to be the author’s location in the WOS database. In the case 
of multiple authors for a single article, fractional counting is applied. As for other indicators, the 
different incorporations of the same publisher are aggregated into one. The majority of STM 
journal authors are concentrated in only a few countries, that is, around 54% of authors were 
affiliated to institutions in just five countries in 2020. A little over a fifth of authors were located 
in China (21.6%), followed by the US (20.1%), the UK (4.2%), Germany (4%) and India (3.9%).

Figure 13. Shares of the top five publishers, based on number of journal titles, 2010 and 2020
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Note: Publisher share is calculated in terms of the number of unique journal titles. Mergers and acquisitions in the market 
are not taken account of; only the bibliographical information provided for articles is considered. The top five publishers 
based on 2020 share.
Source: WIPO, based on Web of Science database, April 2022.

Figure 14. Shares of the top five publishers, based on article counts, 2010 and 2020
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Note: Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI). Mergers and acquisitions in the market are not taken account of; 
only the bibliographical information provided for articles is considered. The top five publishers based on 2020 share.
Source: WIPO, based on Web of Science database, April 2022.

5 Miguelez, E., J. Raffo, C. Chacua, M. Coda-Zabetta, D. Yin, F. Lissoni and G. Tarasconi (2019). Tied in: The Global 
Network of Local Innovation. Economic Research Working Paper No. 58. Geneva: WIPO.
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Figure 15. Subjects covered by the database, based on articles published, 2020
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Figure 16. Geographical location of authors and publishers, 2018

Note: Mergers and acquisitions in the market are not taken account of; only the bibliographical information provided for 
articles is considered.
Source: WIPO, based on Web of Science database, April 2022.
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Data comparison of 
different sources

As already mentioned, data collection is a complex process for the publishing industry, as most 
countries do not have a central data collecting agency. This report presents data from several 
sources to provide a broad picture of publishing industry activity. 

Figure 17 shows the number of titles published according to three sources: the publishing 
industry survey, the legal deposits survey and ISBN registrations data. At least two of these 
sources needed to be available for a country to be included. The selection of the top 25 
countries is based on the number of titles reported by the publishing industry survey.

As figure 17 shows, there is a substantial difference in values between the three data 
sources. This should come as no surprise, considering the differences in data coverage and 
methodology. See annex C for details on data coverage for the publishing industry and legal 
deposits surveys. The reason for making such a comparison – in view of the inconsistent data 
coverage and methodology – is to raise awareness of the pitfalls of drawing conclusions on 
the performance of the publishing industry based on a single source of information. For a few 
countries, the number of titles recorded by the three sources is of a similar magnitude – within 
a plus or minus 20% range. For example, in 2020, the UK published around 186,000 titles 
according to the publishing survey, around 170,000 according to the legal deposits survey and 
had around 188,500 ISBN registrations. 

Among the 25 countries included in figure 17, Germany had the greatest discrepancy between 
the number of titles published according to the publishing and legal deposits surveys, the 
latter being higher by factor of 5.5. This could be partly due to Germany having reported a 
large number of digital format (e-book) titles published, and the publishing survey either not 
detecting them or accounting for them differently, whereas the number of print publications 
reported in the publishing (around 77,300 titles) and legal deposits (around 99,500 titles) 
surveys was similar. Finland shows a similar trend: that is, the number of print edition titles 
reported in the two surveys is similar (around 10,200 for the publishing survey compared to 
around 8,400 for the legal deposit survey), but Finland like Germany, Austria and Sweden 
reported a higher value for the legal deposits survey – by a factor of around 2.5.

With the exception of Norway, Peru, Portugal, Spain and Turkey, all the other countries 
published more titles according to the ISBN system than they did according to the publishing 
survey. For five countries – namely, Italy, Mexico, Portugal, Spain and the UK – the number of 
titles published is similar for the two sources – within a 10% range. The discrepancy between 
the two sources was greatest for Brazil (ISBN data higher by factor of 2.5), Denmark (3.7), 
Germany (3.7) and Sweden (4.1). 

A simple comparison of total titles published according to the three sources is of limited value, 
as data coverage differs for each. For a meaningful comparison, figure 18 presents data for 
print format for selected countries. For six of the 15 selected countries – Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Greece, Malta, Portugal and Spain – the number of print publications recorded by the 
publishing and the legal deposits surveys are of a similar magnitude. Denmark, Finland and 
Japan reported a considerably higher number of print publications in the legal deposits survey 
compared to the publishing industry survey. For France, Italy and the Republic of Moldova, the 
opposite is the case.
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Figure 17. Total number of titles published according to three different data sources, 2020

Publishing survey Legal deposit survey ISBN registration

Source: WIPO Statistics Database, Federation of European Publishers (FEP), International ISBN Agency, and Centro 
Regional para el Fomento del Libro en América Latina y el Caribe (CERLALC), April 2022.

Figure 18. Number of titles published in print format according to the publishing survey and 
the legal deposit survey, 2020
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Conclusions

WIPO’s long-term objective is to compile consistent and comparable data for the creative 
economy that has global coverage. Such data will enable policy-makers to monitor the 
performance of the publishing industry over time and across countries.

Since the launch of the publishing industry survey in 2017 and the legal deposits survey in 
2019, there has been some progress in data collection, both in terms of country coverage and 
data quality. However, as this report illustrates, there are many challenges that remain with 
respect to data consistency and cross-country comparability. The most notable data issues 
highlighted in this report are:

Geographical coverage – the majority of respondents to the publishing industry survey 
were European countries. Geographical coverage for Africa, Asia and the LAC was 
either extremely limited or non-existent.

Data coverage – as shown in annex C, data coverage for digital publications is partial 
and incomplete for many countries. For example, 42 out of the 73 countries or territories 
reported data on digital publications for the legal deposit survey, while for the publishing 
survey only 24 out of the 36 countries or territories shared data on digital publications. 
The mode of production and the consumption of published materials have undergone 
a dramatic change over the past decade and the shift toward digital publication has 
accelerated during the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, it is essential that the publishing 
industry data collected cover both physical and digital publications, if it is to accurately 
reflect publishing industry activity. Furthermore, only a handful of countries were able to 
report data on online sales revenue. Following the transition to e-commerce, specifically 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, online sales revenue constitutes a high share of total 
sales revenue (see figure 3). Therefore, it is essential that online sales data is collected 
and reported. In numerous countries, digital publications data are currently unavailable, 
as the existing laws regarding legal deposits do not cover digital publications. It is to be 
hoped they will be updated to cover digital publications.

Concepts and methodologies – further work is required to harmonize definitions and 
methodologies for key indicators. For example, a few countries reported sales revenue 
data according to market value based on retail prices, rather than reporting net revenue. 
This “inconsistency” limits cross-country comparison.

WIPO is closely working with a number of partners, such as the CERLALC, the FEP, IPA, 
national legal depositories, national publishers’ associations and others, to address some of 
the data limitations highlighted above. It is our expectation that the quality and the quantity of 
publishing industry data will both increase and improve in the coming years.

Finally, WIPO is grateful to those organizations that kindly shared their 2019/2020 data, or that 
sought to do so. Recognizing that improved data availability at the international level is a long-
term endeavor, we would encourage all national publishers’ associations, copyright authorities 
and statistical offices to institute new national surveys – or revise existing ones – to enable the 
reporting of a wide range of indicators regarding the publishing industry on an internationally 
harmonized basis.
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Annexes

Annex A. Domestic currency per USD, 
period average

Country 2019 2020

Australia 1.44 1.45

Azerbaijan 1.70 1.70

Brazil 3.94 5.16

Canada 1.33 1.34

Colombia 3,280.83 3,694.85

Czech Republic 22.93 23.21

Denmark 6.67 6.54

Euro area 0.89 0.88

Georgia 2.82 3.11

Hungary 290.66 308.00

Iceland 122.61 135.42

India 70.42 74.10

Japan 109.01 106.77

Mali 585.91 575.59

Mexico 19.26 21.49

New Zealand 1.52 1.54

Norway 8.80 9.42

Poland 3.84 3.90

Republic of Korea 1,165.36 1,180.27

South Africa 14.45 16.46

Sweden 9.46 9.21

Thailand 31.05 31.29

Turkey 5.67 7.01

UK 0.78 0.78

US 1.00 1.00

Source: International Financial Statistics (IFS), April 2022.

Annex B. Consumer book (print) 
market coverage (%) of  
Nielsen BookScan data, 2020

Country

Australia 90

Brazil > 65

India*

Ireland 70

Italy 60

Mexico 65

New Zealand 60

South Africa 68

Spain 80

UK 90

* The market coverage for India is a significant part 
of the organized market.
Source: Nielsen BookScan, April 2022.
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Annex C. Data availability for the number of titles published by format according to the 
publishing industry survey and the legal deposits survey, 2020 or the latest available year

Country/territory

Publishing industry survey
Legal deposits survey

Trade sector Educational sector

Format Format Format

Print Digital Other Aggregate Print Digital Other Aggregate Print Digital Other

Andorra –    

Argentina            

Armenia –   

Australia         –

Austria            

Azerbaijan (a) See note below    

Belarus         –

Belgium –    

Brazil (b)        See note below

Bulgaria            

Canada           

Chile         –

China –    

China, Hong Kong SAR –    

Colombia            

Costa Rica –    

Croatia            

Cuba         –

Cyprus –    

Czech Republic           

Denmark            

Ecuador         –

Estonia           

Finland           

France            

Georgia         –

Germany           

Ghana –    

Greece           

Hungary           

Iceland           

Ireland            

Israel –    

Italy            

Jamaica –    

Japan            

Jordan –  

Kazakhstan            

Kyrgyzstan            

Latvia            

Lebanon         –

Lithuania            

Luxembourg –    

Malaysia –   

Maldives –    

Mali         –

Malta            

Mauritius –    

Mexico            

Monaco –    

Montenegro –    

Mozambique –    

Myanmar –    

Namibia –    

Netherlands (a) See note below   

New Zealand           

Norway           

Paraguay –   

Peru            

Philippines –   
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Country/territory

Publishing industry survey
Legal deposits survey

Trade sector Educational sector

Format Format Format

Print Digital Other Aggregate Print Digital Other Aggregate Print Digital Other

Poland           

Portugal            

Republic of Korea           

Republic of Moldova           

Russian Federation            

Serbia           

Seychelles –    

Singapore –    

Slovakia –   

Slovenia           

South Africa –    

Spain           

Sri Lanka –    

Sweden           

Thailand            

Togo         –

Trinidad and Tobago –    

Turkey            

UK            

Ukraine            

US (a) See note below    

Viet Nam –   

Zimbabwe –    

(a) Azerbaijan, the Netherlands and the US shared their revenue data. However, data on the number of titles published are 
unavailable. 
(b) Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Brazil was unable report data for the legal deposits survey on the number of 
titles published.
– indicates no response.

(Annex C continued)
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