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News from Industrial Property Offices

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE (EPO)

Annual Report (1981)*
Introduction

By the end of 1981 the European Patent Office had
been in existence for four years. It was a period of rapid
growth, with more and more European applications
being filed and staff recruited. While further growth can
be expected, the Office is clearly approaching the end of
its build-up stage and entering the steady state.

As well as implementing the European grant proce-
dure, the Office has been heavily engaged from the start
in searching national applications on behalf of certain
Contracting States —a task which it took over from the
former International Patent Institute (11B) following the
latter’s integration into the Office. These searches con-
tinued in 1981 and in fact, although many search exam-
iners were recruited, the accumulating backlog of na-
tional applications was causing concern towards the end
of the year.

However, as the number of European applications
increased, the European grant procedure soon came 1o
replace searches of national applications as the Office’s
main activity. The substantive examination of Euro-
pean applications, like the search, is now well estab-
lished, and applicants and professional representatives

* Excerpled from the report issued under the same tille.

seem on the whole well satisfied with the quality and
standard. In 1981 the opposition stage came into oper-
ation: the percentage of European patents opposed was
surprisingly lower than expected. The number of ap-
peals, both legal and technical, also remained fairly
low.

I. European Patent Grant Procedure

Filing of European Applications and Euro-PCT Appli-
cations

During the course of 1981 the trend in the number of
European applications filed per month was again up-
ward. Unlike 1980, however, there were marked
monthly fluctuations in 981, the most extreme being
the peak of nearly 3,000 applications filed in October,
just before the increase in the official fees of the Office
on November 1.

The total number of European applications filed in
1981 was 22,428, a 28% increase over the preceding
year; together with Euro-PCT applications, the grand
total was over 25,000,

The majority of European applications originated
from Contracting States, although the proportion (62%)
decreased again slightly. However, the number of Euro-
pean applications from Contracting States is approach-
ing its steady state figure, while that from non-Contract-
ing States is still growing, notably from Japan and the
USA. Of the Contracting States, the Federal Republic of
Germany remained the major contributor (28%).
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