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News from Industrial PropertyOfﬁc&s

GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

Activities of the German Patent Office
in 1979*

1979 — A Year of Consolidation and Progress

A significant event for the future activities of the
German Patent Office was constituted in 1979 by the
adoption of the Law approving the Luxembourg Con-
vention for the European patent for the common mar-
ket and the Law on the Community patent, together
with the amendments to the patent regulations made at
the same time. In addition to the necessary harmoniza-
tion of national patent law, the Community Patent Law
introduces far-reaching amendments to national patent

* Excerpted from Deutsches Patentamt—Jahreshericht 1979.

procedure, which, for the most part, became effective on
January 1, 1981." Both Laws constitute the completion
of a number of years of amendments to German patent
law brought about by the Strasbourg Convention, the
Patent Cooperation Treaty and the European Patent
Convention. After some initial uncertainty, due to the
fact that the reactions of applicants faced with the
national and European protection that was being of-
fered could not be foreseen, the German Patent Office
constituted in 1979 a consolidated authority. The com-
mencement of examination work by the European
Patent Office in all technical areas during the reported
year did not bring any noticeable reduction in work load
in the patent area. The reticence in applicant activity
from abroad compares with a slight increase in applica-

! For the consolidated text of the Germnan Palent Law, see Industrial
Property Laws and Treaties, GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF — Text 2-002.
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