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the minimum requirements for the establishing of the
said date.

The Interim Committce gave advice on prepara-
tions for the first session of thc Assembly of the
Budapcst Union® and noted statements by 13 Dele-
gations concerning the progress being made in their
countries towards ratifying the Budapest Trcaty.

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS*

I. Member Statcs

Aupstralia: D.B. Fitzpalrick. Anstria: C. Sirohal. Bulgaria: 1.
Kotzev. Denmark: D. Simonsen; G. Liatken. Finland: H.1. Lommi.
France : P. Guérin; D. Darmon, Germany (Federal Republic of):
U.C. Hallmann. Hungary: Z. Szilvissy; E. Parragh. Italy: G.
Caggiano. Japan: §. Ishii; S. Uemura; Y. Masuda. Luxembourg: F.
Schlesser. Mexico: Z. Gonzéles y Reynero. Netherlands: J.D. Tak.
Norway: P. Lossius; A. Skjedt. Romania: I. Marineseu; T.
Melescanu. Seviet Union: L. Komarov; G. Gudkov; V. Demenl-
jev; K. Saenko; V. Poliakov. Spain: A. Casado Cervino; R.
Vazquez de Parga y Pardo. Sweden: E. Tersmeden; R. Walles.
Switzerland: J.-L. Comle; R. Kampf. United Kingdom: D.F.
Carter. United States of America: S.D. Schlosser.

3 The Budapes! Treaty entered inlo force on August 19, 1980
(sce Industrial Property, June 1980, p. 167). The first session of lhe
Assembly 1cok place from September 22 to 26, 1980,

* A lisi containing the litles and functions of 1he parlicipants may
be oblained from lhe Inlernational Bureau,

I1. Observer States

Canada: M.R. Leir. Iraq: J.R. Ahmad. Turkey: E. Tumer.

II1. Intergovernmental Organization
(Special Observer)

European Palenl Organisation (EPO): G.D. Kolle; L. Gruszow.

IV. International Non-Governmental
Organizations

Evropean Federation of Agents of Industry in Industrial Property
(FEMIPI): F. A, Jenny, Inlernational Association for the Prolec-
tion of Industrial Property (LAPIP): . Horvalh. Inlernational
Federation of Inventors’ Associations (IFIA): S.-E. Angert. Inler-
national Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufactnrers Associations
(JFPMA): F.A. Jenny.

V. Officers

Chairman: J.-L. Comte {(Switzerland). Vice-Chairmen : Z. Szilvéssy
{Hungary); S.D. Schlosser (Uniled States of America). Secretary :
F. Curchod (WIPO).

V1. International Burcau of WIPQO

K. Pfanner (Deputy Director General); L. Bacumer {Director,
Industrial Property Division); F. Curchod {Head, Special Projects
Section, Industrial Property Division); A. llardi (Legal Officer,
Special Projects Section).
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‘Book Reviews

Kommentar zum Sortenschutzgesetz, by F. Wusthoff, with the
collaboration of D. Wendi. Verlag Chemie, Weinheim, 1977, —
565 pages.

Dr. Wisthoff's Commentary (Commentary on the Plant Vari-
ctics Protection Law of the Federal Republic of Germany), the first
basic commentary in German dealing with plant variety protection
{and one of the very few existing throughout the world), is already
well known in the Federal Republic of Germany, but perhapsless so
in other countries. The number of publicationsin this comparatively
young field is rather small and the same is true for decisions of
national courts and administrative authorities. This has so far
proved quitc a handicap, and even the cause of a certain legal
insecurity, in the practical application of plant variety protection
legislation, not only in the Federal Republic of Germany but also in
various other countries in which such legislation exists. With morc
than 3,000 plant breeders’ rights granted so far in the Federal
Republic of Germany alone, it was time, at least as far as the
situation in that country was concemned, for plant breeders, thcir
agents, the offices and courts to have at their disposal a systematic
commentary sefting out lhe pertinent legal provisions and giving
some of the background. Since no comparable exhaustive commen-
tary exists in most other languages, the work by Wiisthoff should,
and certainly will, attract attention in countries even where German
is not spoken, This is particularly so since the work also comments
on the Convention which is the basis of plant brecders’ nights
legislation in its 12 present member States and serves as a model for
such legislation in a number of other States, namely the Inter-
nalional Convention for the Protection of New Varie ties of Plants of
December 2, 1961—UPOV Convention—{the Additional Act of
1972 to this Convention is also published in the Commentary, but
not, of course, the Revised Textof the Convention adopted in 1978,
one year after the Commentary was publishcd).

The most impressive feature of the Commentary is its complete-
ness. It covers not only the legal provisions of the Federal Republic
of Germany and the German Democratic Republic, but also
contains information on the situation in other countries and refers
to important directives and decisions of the European Economic
Community. All of this is not restricted to plant breeders’ rights as
such, but also covers other fields, seed trade lcgislation and aspects
of German and EEC antitrust law and law on unfair competition.
The commentary on the UPOV Convention has already been
mentioned. Inshort, there is no detail of importance concerning the
protection of new varieties of plants, atleast in the Federal Republic
of Germany, which is not mentioncd, cited and in most cases
reproduced. The intermational approach of the author is best
illustrated by the fact that the Commentary contains a complete list
of the genera and species to which the member States of UPOV (in
1977) applied the Convention when the Commentary appeared,
and includes both their Latin or botanical names and their common
German names, The index of abbreviations alone will be a valuable
help for anyone working in this field. Indeed, as a source of
information the Commentary by Wisthoff cannot be surpassed.

The author has dedicated his Commentary to his well-remem-
bered wife, Dr. Freda Wsthoff, who died in 1956 and was, together
with the author himself, one of the leading protagonists for the
introduction of plant variety protection in and beyond Germany.
Indeed. the author has been concerned with plant breeders’ rights
since 1927 and this e nables him to provide firsthand information on
the historical development of the concept of plant breeders” rights.
The fact that the author is a patent attorney, still active in the field,
enables him to draw many parallels with other sectors of industrial
property protection, in particular, with patents and trademarks. His
collaboration with Diethard Wendt, a lawyer working in the same
field, has ensured that the legal aspects and the many legal problems
still unresolved in this area have not been overlooked. Readers will
find a work which, basically, has been written by a man who has
grown with the system from its very start. Unlikc other com-
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