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CANADA

Activities of the Bureau of Intellectual
Property in 1977-1978*

Introduction

The Bureau of Intellectual Property is responsible
for administering legislation granting temporary legal
monopolies to originators of inventive and creative
works and regulating the disclosure of such works in
forms easily copied or appropriated by others.

The Bureau comprises the Patent Qffice, the Trade
Marks Office, the Copyright and Industrial Design
Office, and branches which specialize in research,
international activities, and the dissemination of tech-
nical information on intellectual property matters.

Patents
The Patent Office administers the Patent Act and
Patent Rules, which grant patents for new and often

unusual inventions. Examination of patent applica-

* Excerpled from the Annual Report of the Department of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs for the same pedod.

tions involves a search for novelty, a decision regard-
ing patentability and verification of compliance with
procedural requirements.

The inventor or owner of a patent has the right to
exclude others from making, using or selling the
invention in Canada for a period of 17 years from the
date of the grant.

The Patent Office Record is published weekly,
providing details of all Canadian patents granted
during the previous week. The Patent Office also
maintains a search room and library where members
of the public may obtain information concerning
Canadian and foreign patents. The Office dealt with
an average of 935 rcquests daily, up from 675 each
day during the previous fiscal year. Advice was given
to patent agentsand the general publicinresponscto a
total of 2,777 search inquiries.

By March 31, 1978, the complete Office file of
1,028,800 issued patents was organized into 339 main
classes of technology, which werce then condensed into
32,826 sub-classes. These classes are constantly
reviewed, revised or extended as different technolo-
gies emerge, and new combinations of known techno-
logies are developed. During the year, seven classcs
consisting of 624 sub-classes were completely revised ;
444 new sub-classes were established and 130 old
sub-classes were abolished in the partial revision of
cxisting classes.
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