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News from Industrial Property Offices

NETHERLANDS

Activities Report of the Office of
Industrial Property for 1976

I. Activities of the Patent Office
Patent Applications

The number of patent applications filed with the
Patent Office during the year under review was
14,693, or 4.11 percent less than in 1975. The

decreasing tendency ever since 1969, when a record
number of 19,700 applications was reached, was not
only noticed in previous annual reports, but was also
closely studied. This was done in an attempt to find out
the causes of the decrease and to make forecasts on
the basis thereof.

It has been observed that the same phenomenon
also occurred in other Western countries, although the
percentages of the decreases differed. The assumption
seems justified that after a period of general
expansion of the market during an economic boom,
industries seeking patents were forced, during a
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