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51. — Chapters I and II shall come into force on the day
that this Law is promulgated; the other chapters, and Sec-
tions 49 and 50, shall come into force six months after the
promulgation of this Law. The Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock may postpone for up to 18 months the application
of Section 9 in the case of any seeds where it deems fit.

52. — [Publication etc.]

ITALY
Decrees concerning the Temporary Protection

of Industrial Property Rights at Exhibitions
(of May and June 1973) *

Sole Section

Industrial inventions, utility models, designs and trade-
marks relating to objects appearing at the following exhibi-
tions:

* Official communications from the Italian Administration.

Salone mercato internazionale dell’abbigliamento SAMIA e di
modaselezione (Turin, September 7 to 10, 1973);

Ve Salone internazionale delle attivita zootecniche EURO-

CARNE (Verona, October 4 to 8, 1973);

XVIIe SINCAS — Salone internazionale campeggio sport and
XIII° Salone internazionale rimorchio campeggio (Busto
Arsizio (Varese), October 14 to 22, 1973);

I1I° Salone internazionale del veicolo industriale (Turin, No-
vember 3 to 11, 1973);

SIMEI — Salone internazionale macchine per lenologia e
Pimbottigliamento (Milan, November 10 to 18, 1973);

EIMA — Esposizione internazionale delle industrie di mac-
chine per Pagricoltura (Bologna, November 14 to 18, 1973)

shall enjoy the temporary protection established by the
decrees mentioned in the preamble '

1 Royal Decrees No. 1127 of June 29, 1939, No. 1411 of Angust 25,
1940, No. 929 of June 21, 1942 and Law No. 514 of July 1, 1959. (See La
Propriété industrielle, 1939, p. 124; 1940, pp. 84 and 196; 1942, p.168;
1960, p. 23.)

GENERAL

STUDIES

The Infringement of Supranational Patent Rights
in a Future Europe

By Romuald SINGER *
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LETTERS FROM CORRESPONDENTS

I

Letter from Argentina ‘
By Ernesto D. ARACAMA ZORRAQUIN *
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NEWS FROM PATENT OFFICES

JAPAN

Report on the Activities of the Patent Office

Revision of Industrial Property Legislation

A partial revision of the Patent Law and the other indus-
trial property legislation was promulgated on May 22, 1970
with effect from January 1, 1971. The amendments in the field
of patents and utility models include the following:

1. Laying-Open of Unexamined Applications

As the prolonged examination of applications delays the
publication of inventions and thus frustrates the proper
functioning of the patent system, the amended laws provide
for the laying-open of applications one and a half years after
the filing date, regardless of the stage of examination reached.

2. Requests for Examination

An application for a patent or a utility model will not
give rise to exclusive rights unless it has undergone the
process of examination. Examination is now carried out
only at the request of the applicant or a third party. Such a
request must be made within seven years from the filing
date in the case of patents and four years from the filing

date in the case of utility models. Where no request is made,
the application will not be examined but will retain its priority
in accordance with its filing date. At the end of the seven or
four-year period, however, such an application will be deemed
withdrawn.

3. Initial Reexamination by Original Examiner in Trial Cases

Most demands for a trial in the Patent Office are directed
against the rejection of an application; in such cases, the
demandant attempts to restore the situation by filing an
amendment of the part of the application which gave ground
for rejection. There is a strong probability that the examiner
who made the original decision of rejection will be more
familiar with the content of the application and will be able
to proceed more rapidly in reexamining it. With a view to
alleviating the burden on trial examiners, the task of reex-
amining a rejected application is now therefore assigned to
the original examiner.

[}

4. Provisional Protection after Publication of Examined
Applications

An applicant may now take proceedings for an injunction, -
damages or restitution of unjust enrichment as from the date
of the publication (after examination) of his application.
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