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NEWS FROM PATENT OFFICES

FRANCE

Activities of the National Institute
for Industrial Property in 1970

Patents

The new French Patent Law of January 2, 1968, which
entered into force on January 1, 1969, has naturally had a
considerable effect on the activity of the National Institute
for Industrial Property (INPI). The former law of 1844
embodied a simple system of “recording” the applications
filed. The main reforms under the new law are: the publica-
tion of applications 18 months after filing or after the date of
priority claimed; the preparation of a report on the state of
the art, either immediate or deferred for two years (a proce-
dure which is being implemented progressively, by technical
branches?, in cooperation with the International Patent Insti-
tute at the Hague), on which third parties have the oppor-

tunity to submit observations; and the establishment of a |

1 See, for example, the Order published on page 107 above.

[ system of notification of the forfeiture of applications and

patents where the annual fees are not paid in time. The new
| Law also introduces a special category of patents — “ utility
certificates” — characterized by their short duration (six
years instead of twenty) and their issue without a report on
the state of the art. When patent applications have not been
subjected to a report on the state of the art within the two
years, through failure of the applicant to request a report,
they are mandatorily converted into applications for utility
certificates. Finally, an appeal lies from all the INPI’s deci-
sions to the Paris Court of Appeal; decisions declaring forfei-
ture may be the subject of an action for restoration before
the same Court.

It should also be mentioned that the Patent Law of Janu-
ary 2, 1968, was amended by the Law on the Protection of
New Plant Varieties of June 11, 1970, and that plant varieties

| can now be protected in France only by the new plant variety

certificate.

In 1970, 47,283 applications under the new legislation
were received by the INPI (45,393 in 1969). The 1971 figure
will probably be higher but will certainly not match that of
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