

































































GENERAL STUDIES

FINLAND
The Trademark Law, 1964

Amendment to Article 14(1)(3)

According to a communication from the Finnish National
Patent and Register Board, the Finnish Parliament, on
August 21, 1970, approved the following amendment to Arti-
cle 14(1)(3) of the above Law?! which entered into force on
June 1, 1964.

Article 14

A trademark shall not be registered:

3. if, without proper permission, it incorporates national
armorial bearings, a national flag or other emblem, a
sign or hallmark indicating control and warranty used
by the State for goods of the same or a similar type as
those for which the trademark is requested, the armorial
bearings of a Finnish commune, or the flag, armorial
bearings or other emblem, name or abbreviation of the
name of an international organization or any device or
emblem, name or abbreviation of a name liable to be
confused with the symbols or emblems, marks, names or
abbreviations referred to in this item;

1 See Industrial Property, 1969, p. 274.

ITALY

Decrees Concerning the Temporary Protection
of Industrial Property Rights at Two Exhibitions

(of October 6, 1970) !

Single Article

Industrial inventions, utility models, designs and trade-
marks relating to objects appearing at the following exhihi.
tions:

VII® Mostra internazionale delle attrezzature alberghiere e
turistiche TECNHOTEL (Genoa, November 14 to 24,1970);
I11¢ Mostra delle forniture per ospedali, case di cura e comu-

nita - TECNHOSPIT AL (Genoa, November 20 to 24,1970)

shall enjoy the temporary protection provided by Laws
No. 1127 of June 29, 19392 No. 1411 of August 25, 19403,
No. 929 of June 21, 1942* and No. 514 of July 1, 19595,

Official communications from the Italian Administration.
See La Propriété industrielle, 1939, p. 124; 1940, p. 84.
Ibid., 1940, p. 196.

Ibid., 1942, p. 168.

Ibid., 1960, p. 23.
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GENERAL STUDIES

The New Italian Law
on Compulsory Licenses - II'*

By Raffaele NOBILI
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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

NEW ZEALAND

Report on the Activities of the Patents Division *

Applications and Fees Received

A total of 7,322 applications were received during the
year. The following table provides a comparison of the figures
for patents, designs, and trade marks, together with the total
fees for each category, over the last 3 years —

1967-68 | 1968-69 1969-70
Ended 31 March 1968 .Ended 31 March 1969| Ended 31 March 1970
Appli- Appli- Appli-
cations Fees cations Fees cations Fees
s | $ $
Patents . . . . . . 3,698 147,028 3,953 158,124 3,701 159,793
Designs. . . . . . 423 2,900 ‘ 405 3,255 301 2,804
Trade marks . 2,901 79,081 | 3,195 79,454 3,320 82,129
7,022 229,009 ’ 7,553 240,833 7,322 244,726

The expenditure for the year was $ 213,215, of which
salaries totalled $ 181,481.

Patents

The 3,701 applications for the grant of letters patent
originated in the following countries: New Zealand, 961;

* The report of the New Zealand Commissioner of Patents for the
period of April 1, 1969, to March 31, 1970, which was included in the
Report of the Department of Justice of New Zealand.
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United States, 844; Great Britain, 701; Germany, 288; Aus-
tralia, 267; Switzerland, 201; Japan, 86; The Netberlands, 79;
and the balance of 274 from 20 other countries.

The tecbnical content fell into the following categories:
cbemistry, 1,129; mechanical engineering, 902; electrical engi-
neering, 614; home science, 493; building, 355; primary indus-
tries, 208.

.....

During the year 3,155 cases proceeded to acceptance after
search and examination, and letters patent were sealed on
2,312 applications.

Trade Marks

The 3,320 applications for the registration of trade marks
during the period were made by applicants from the following
countiries: New Zealand, 964; United States, 834; Great Brit-
ain, 510; Australia, 285; Germany, 201; Japan, 123; Switzer-
land, 113; and tbe balance of 290 from 19 other countries.

Applications for 3,326 trade marks were accepted after
search and examination, 2,528 were registered, and 2,434 exist-
ing registrations were renewed.

General

It appears that the efficient administration of the Patents,
Designs, and Trade Marks Acts in New Zealand continues to
be dependent only upon the availability of staff of good
calibre and their retention. The office now has sufficient
scientific patent examination staff to keep pace with the
inflow of patent applications but further recruitment is essen-
tial if we are to reduce the substantial accumulation of work
so that applications can receive attention witbin a reasonable
time.

Commerce continues to take an increasing interest in trade
marks and current registrations exceed 40,000 but applicants
are waiting an excessive time for a decision. Remedial mea-
sures bave been recommended to the appropriate authority.

The efficient performance of the specialised work of the
Patent Office is heavily dependent upon experience, and
good service to the public requires mature administrative
officers who approach their work with a long-term rather
than a transitory outlook. If an experienced staff is to be
developed and retained, salary opportunity within the Patent
Office more comparable with the promotional prospects avail-
able in larger departments must be devised.

A feasibility study by State Services Commission and de-
partmental officers of the possible application of electronic
data processing techniques to the work of the Patent Office
has been commenced.

Eight candidates sat for the Patent Attorneys Examination
held in December, 5 passed in two or more subjects and 3
failed in one or more subjects. Three persons completed the
examination and 2 of these whbho possessed the prescribed
experience qualification were entered on the register of those

entitled to practise as patent attorneys, bringing the total
to 22.
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