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An Analysis from the Point of View of the Private Practitioner
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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

Summary of the Annual Report
of the Netherlands Patent Office for 1968

Patent Examining

In 1968, the total number of patent applications filed in
the Netherlands was 18,897 (in 1967: 17,892). Evidently, the
continual increase in the number of patent applications has
not yet come to an end. The increase is exclusively a result
of the increase in the number of patent applications received
from abroad. Notwithstanding industrialization in the Nether-
lands, the number of patent applications annually filed by
inventors residing in the Netherlands has remained practically
the same since 1948 (about 2,500 a year). In 1968, this num-
ber amounted to 2,477. From the above, it appears that the
percentage of patent applications annually filed by residents
in comparison with the total number of patent applications
decreased sharply (from 42.4 per cent in 1948 to 13.1 per cent
in 1968). This is the case in almost all countries and is a
result of the economic need for a broader international pro-
tection of inventions.

The following statistics give a break-down of applications
according to the various branches of technology:

Total patent Domestic patent

applications applications

chemistry 40.9 % 25.1 %0

electrical engineering 21.1 %0 24.0%

mechanies 28.1 %6 31.49%¢
other domains

(civil engineering, etc.) 9.99%/y 19.5 %

It can be seen that the fields of chemistry and electrical
engineering, where there is intensive research, together repre-
sent a proportionally smaller percentage of total domestic
inventions than they do of total foreign inventions in respect
of which patent protection is sought in the Netherlands.

Also in 1968, the new procedure for grant achieved good
results. Of the pending applications filed before January 1,
1964, but not yet dealt with on that date, 6,745 reached the

351

fatal term of seven years. Thirty-four per cent of these ap-
plications lapsed because no request for novelty search was
made. It is to be expected that another 20 per cent will lapse
owing to absence of a request for grant of the patent.

Other Figures for 1968

In 1968, there were 18,897 patent applications filed, of
which 15,265 included a claim to a right of priority. The
number of patents granted was 2,324; 1,524 applications were
refused; 1,653 were withdrawn; 7,086 lapsed on account of
non-payment of the maintenance fees, late requests for action
or defects as to form. Of the total number of applications
withdrawn and lapsed, there were 4,744 in respect of which
no request for action was received at all and 3,223 in respect
of which no request for grant of the patent was received. The
number of pending applications amounted to 97,767 on De-
cember 31, 1968. Of these, 75,533 were in the so-called dor-
mant stage; in other words, no request for novelty search or
grant of the patent had been filed. On December 31, 1968,
the number of patents in force amounted to 23,073.

In 1968, the composition of the directorate of the Octrooi-
raad (Netherlands Patent Office) altered. On September 1,
1968, the President of the Octrooiread, Mr. C.J. de Haan,
retired. He was succeeded by Mr. J. B. van Benthem. In 1968,
Mr. A. A. de Haan and Mr. E. van Weel were appointed Vice-
Presidents.

On December 31, 1968, there were 472 people employed
by the Netherlands Bureau for Industrial Property.

Paient Documentation

In 1968, the documentation of the Octrooiraad increased
by about 453,000 items (patents, magazines, books, reports,
etc.).

Trademark Operations

In 1968, there were 5,447 applications for the registration
of national trademarks and 1,694 applications for the renewal
of registered trademarks; 3,748 new national trademarks were
registered and 1,619 trademarks were renewed.

On December 31, 1968, there were 2,291 pending applica-
tions. Also in 1968, action was taken on 13,498 applications
for registration received from BIRPI in Geneva: 7,915 trade-
marks were registered immediately; 1,810 trademarks were
registered for part of the list of goods submitted; in respect
of 3,773 trademarks, registration was (provisionally) refused.
After a provisional refusal, another 726 trademarks were
registered for the full list of goods submitted and 463 trade-
marks for part of the list of goods submitted.

Operating Cost and Income

The income of the Bureau for Industrial Property
amounted to 18,124,357.84 guilders of which 16,897,634.70
guilders was ascribable to the Patents Act and 830,327.15
guilders to the Trademarks Act.

The probable expenditure (the financial year has not yet
come to a close) will be 17,460,000 guilders exclusive of the
rental of buildings.
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