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Article 10

1. The joint committee set up under Article 5 of the
Agreement of May 29, 1948, shall be entrusted with facilitat-
ing the execution of this Convention.

It shall have the following duties in particular:

(a) the drafting of similar or parallel legislation on appel-
lations of origin, indications of source and protection
against unfair competition, or the improvement of such
legislation;

(b) the study of the most effective means of jointly protect-
ing French and Italian appellations of origin in other
States;

(c) the consideration of proposed amendments or additions
to the lists appearing in Annexes A and B;

(d) the study of all questions related to the implementation
of this Convention.

2. Either of the contracting States may call for a meeting
of the joint committee.

Artcle 11

1. This Convention is subject to ratification; the instru-
ments of ratification shall he exchanged in Paris as soon as
possible.

2. This Convention shall enter into force one month
following the exchange of the instruments of ratification and
shall remain in force without limitation of duration. It shall,
as from its entry into force, supersede the Agreement of May

29, 1948.

3. Each of the contracting States may denounce this Con-
vention hy giving the other State one year’s written notice to
that effect.

In witness whereof, the above-named plenipotentiaries
have signed the present Convention and affixed their seals
thereto.

PROTOCOL

The entry in the lists annexed to this Convention of names
of cheeses from one of the two countries shall, in the event
that such names likewise appear or may hereafter appear in
Annex B to the international Convention signed in Stresa on
June 1, 1951, be without prejudice to the recognized rights of
the other country regarding the use of such names subject to
the conditions laid down in the said Convention.
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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

Summary of the Annual Report
of the United States Patent Office for the
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1968

Patent Examining Operations

During fiscal year 1968, there were 90,663 patent applica-
tions filed, as compared with 88,508 in fiscal year 1967, an
increase of 2,155. Disposals amounted to 101,512 cases, as
compared with 96,811 in the prior year, an increase of 4,701.
At the end of fiscal year 1968, the backlog of pending patent
applications was 189,909 (lowest since May 1954), as com-
pared with 200,739 at the end of the previous year, a reduc-
tion of 10,830 cases. In 1968, there were 61,851 patents
issued, as compared with 70,310 the previous year, a decrease
of 8,459 due largely to a temporary delay in printing some
of the patents allowed.

A number of steps were initiated to further speed the
examining process. One involved a change in the rules relat-
ing to the method of making amendments which has reduced
considerably the effort required in connection with the entry
of amendments and has helped to reduce the workload of
the clerical groups.

A new defensive publication program became effective to
save time and expense of patent prosecution for an applicant
interested in patenting for defensive purposes only. The pro-
gram is also designed to spare the Office the time and expense
required to search and examine such applications.
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During the year, the commencement of the use of ab-
stracts in the Official Gazette in lieu of claims began and a
new publication, Patent Abstracts Section of the Official
Gazette, was initiated.

Guidelines for disclosures of utility in drug or pharma-
ceutical cases were also published.

The quality audit program on patents, initiated last year,
has continued in full operation. The amount of data obtained
now permits evaluation of quality at the art unit level.

Patent Services

To minimize inconvenience to the public, new procedures
were instituted in the Issue and Gazette Branch of the Office
of Patent Services for insertion of certificates of correction
in patented files. New procedures employed by the printing
contractor and the Government Printing Office now make it
possible for the Weekly Issue Section of the Office of Patent
Services to receive completely prepared and collated draw-
ings and specifications, resulting in a faster distribution of
the patents and a more rapid updating of the public and
examiner search files.

The patent copy fulfillment system initiated in fiscal year
1967 will become fully operational in 1969. This system en-
ables the Patent Office to produce paper copies of patents
from microform on demand, thus significantly improving
service to the public. The conversion of the search files in
the Public Search Room and Patent Examining Corps to
microform aperture cards should be completed around 1971-
1972. When the conversion is achieved, all searching would
be by use of aperture cards and microform viewers.

Patent Documentation

The development of a concordance between the U.S.
patent classification and the International Patent Classifica-
tion (IPC) was completed in connection with the Interna-
tional Patent Classification symbols, as well as a concordance
for expediting the routing of incoming foreign patents re-
ceived by the U.S. Patent Office to the examiner search
files. Subsequently. in January 1969, the Patent Office com-
menced the placement of International Patent Classification
symbols on newly issuing U. S. patents.

During fiscal year 1968, a pilot program was initiated to
evaluate the operation of patent documentation units at-
tached to three of the patent examining groups -— one each
in chemical, electrical and mechanical examining. The pro-
gram is directed to obtaining first-hand information as to
possible operational and organizational changes to provide a
closer and more efficient working relationship between patent
documentation and patent examining.

During the year, the Ad Hoc Committee on Patent Docu-
mentation, appointed by the Secretary of Commerce upon
the recommendation of the President’s Commission on the
Patent System, completed its studies and issued a final report.
Among the recommendations of the Committee were: (a) in-
creased efforts to provide better funding, long-range planning,
continuity of management, and the development of sophisti-
cated management tools in the Patent Office; (b) improve-
ment in the format of the patent document and close review
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