

































































LETTERS FROM CORRESPONDENTS

Article 68

The following shall be competent to bring action for
patent nullity:
(i) any interested third party;
(ii) tbe Union, througb the Public Prosecutor [Procurador
da Republica].

Sole paragraph. — Any persons barmed by the grant of
the patent sball be considered interested parties.

Article 69

Actions for patent nullity shall be prosecuted and judged
in accordance with the Code of Civil Procedure and may be
brought togetber with actions for damages.

{To be continued)

LlHTERS FROM CORRESPONDENTS

Letter from the Federal Republic of Germany *)

By Professor Dr. Friedrich-Karl BEIER, Munich
(Second Part) **)
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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

The Activities of the French Institute
for Industrial Property in 1967

By P. FRESSONET

Operations Performed

The Service received 49,341 patent applications (49,486 in
1966) and granted 46,995 patents (43,950 in 1966). It received
20,564 applications for the registration of marks (21,157 in
1966), and 13,638 marks were registered (13,921 in 1966). It
registered 12,886 designs (12,624 in 1966).

Patent applications included 1,180 applications for special
medicine (médicament) patents (1,118 in 1966), the grant of
which is suhject to presentation of a documentary report on
the novelty of the invention. 950 patents of this type were
granted (908 in 1966).

Nearly 700,000 new documents (French and foreign pa-
tents, index cards, reviews, microfilms, etc.) were made avail-
ahle to the public.

The Service received 93,200 letters and sent out 87,000.

Some 50,000 visitors made use of the reference rooms,
including the library.

Steps Taken to Facilitate Puhlic Access to Patent
Documentation

A Documentation Center was opened at Lyons where the
public is able to consult:
-— the complete collection of individual publications of
French patents from the year 1791 to the present day;
— collections of patents from the United States of America,
the Federal Republic of Germany, Great Britain and
Switzerland, from 1960;
— collections of hoth French and foreign Official Gazettes
concerning industrial property;
— a copy of the file, kept in Paris, of descriptive abstracts
of French patent applications;
— a copy of the judicial file, also kept in Paris, of court
decisions delivered in respect of patent cases;
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