







































































NEW PLANT VARIETIES

- NEW PLANT VARIETIES l

International Convention
for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants

Ratification
NETHERLANDS

The Government of the Netherlands has ratified the Inter-
national Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants, signed in Paris on December 2, 1961 !). The instrument
of ratification was deposited with the French Government on
August 8, 1967.

It will be noted that the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Netherlands are the first two
countries to have ratified this Convention, which will come
into force, in respect of tbose States which have ratified it,
thirty days after the deposit of the third instrument of ratifi-
cation [Article 31 (3)].

1) See Industrial Property, 1962, pp.6 et seq.

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from France ¥)
By Paul MATHELY

Barrister at the Court of Paris,
Professor at the Center of International Studies
in Industrial Property, Strashourg

(Second Part)
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Letter from Scandinavia™)
By Profescor Berndt GODENHIELM, Helsinki
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GENERAL STUDIES

Invention and Nonobviousness
in United States Patent Law *)

By Jeanne BOUCOURECHLIEV, Paris

PART II
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CONGRESSES AND MEETINGS

International Federation
of Patent Agents (FICPI)

Cannes Congress
(September 26 to 29, 1967)

The International Federation of Patent Agents (FICPI)
held a Congress at Cannes from Septemher 26 to 29, 1967. This
Congress was preceded, not only hy a session of the Executive
Committee of the Federation, but also, in view of the im-
portance of certain matters appearing on the agenda of the
Congress, by sessions of the Contact Commission FICPI —
Patentanwaltskammer, the European Patent Agents Study
Group and the Union des Conseils en Brevets Européens.

The Congress itself was attended by Federation memhers
from a great many European and non-European countries. It
was presided over by Mr. René Jourdain, President of the
Federation, who conducted the discussions with authority
and efficiency while maintaining perfect courtesy towards
all participants. The organization of the Congress was flawless
and beyond all praise.

BIRPI was represented at the Congress by its Director,
Professor G. H. C. Bodenhausen.

The work of the Congress was devoted to the following
subjects:

At the first working session the Director of BIRPI pre-
sented and commented on, the outcome of the Diplomatic
Conference of Stockholm.

Mr. Ernest A. Faller, Delegate of the Commissioner of
Patents in Washington, on permanent mission in Geneva, then
gave some information on the main provisions of the new
United States Patent Bill.

Mr. L. Rohbins (United States) also spoke on the Patent
Bill and, at the same time, made some advance comments
concerning the discussion of the following subject.

At the second working session the Director of BIRPI
broadly outlined the BIRPI PCT plan, which is intended to
provide for international cooperation in respect of patents,
and pointed out a number of prohlems which would have to
he resolved in order for that plan to he successful.

This report was followed by an extensive debate in which
official representatives of the International Association for
the Protection of Industrial Property (IAPIP), the Union of
European Patent Agents, and the European Patent Agents
Study Group, took part, in particular.

In a statement that received wide attention, Mr. Guillaume
Finniss, President and Director General of the International
Patent Institute (IIB), discussed the IIB and the international
solution for patent proceedings presented hy BIRPI.

Mr. Roger Gajac, representing Mr. F. Savignon, Director
of the Institut National Francais de la Propriété Industrielle,
brought in some very interesting information on the subject
of the reform of the French Patent Law.
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