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PREFACE
It is generally accepted that the concept of intellectual property couers two
areas: on the one hand industrial property, with its diJlerent facets (patents,
industrial designs, etc.), and on the other hand literary and artistic property, in
other words copyright, and the relatedfield of "neighboring rights." The World

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is the only one among the
specialized agencies of the United Nations whose entire efforts and actiuities
are directed towards promoting the recognition and safeguarding of this set of
rights introduced by national and international legislation for the benefit of
intellectual creators.

As we know, WIPO is the successor to the Uniled International Bureauxfor
(BIRPI), whose task was to prouide for
the administration of the two major Conuentions concluded at the end of the
lasl century: the Paris Conuentionfor lhe Protection of Industrial Property of
1883 and the Berne Conuention for the Protection of Lilerary and Artistic
Works of 1E86. It was on the occasion of one of the reuisions of the latter
Conuention, in Rome in 1928, that the problem of the protection of
"neighboring rights" came into the international limelight, and that the search
for solutions to it was considered desirable. BIRPI harnessed itself to this task
in cooperation with the International Labour Organisation and the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizalion, and the result was
the Diplomatic Conference conuened in Rome in 1961, at which the
International Conuention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of
Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations came into being. llthen it look
ouer from BIRPI, l,mPO continued to deuote part of its activities to the
promotion of lhat protection throughout the world. Indeed it was at the end of a
Diplomatic Conference held in Geneua in 1971 that another treaty was
concluded in this field, namely, the Conuention for the Protection of Producers
of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms, the
administration of which is entrusted to WIPO.
The important part thus played by l4tIPO in this area of intellectual property
led the member States of the Intergouernmental Committee of the Rome
Conoention to ask for a Guide to the Rome Conuention to be written and
published by WIPO on the lines of the one written on the Berne Conuention and
published in 1978. The Gouerning Bodies of WIPO therefore included in the
program and budget for the 1980-1981 period measures whereby such a
the Protection of Intellectual Property

I

I

I

i
I

I

I

WIPO

-

Guide to the Rome and Phonograms Conventions

Guide, which would cooer both the 196I Rome Conuention and the

l97l

Phonograms Conuention, might be published.
It should be made clear that this Guide is not to be regarded as an authentic
interpretation of the prouisions of these two international treaties, since such
an interpretation is not within the competence of the International Bureau ol
WIPO. The conception of this work is similar to that of the Guide to the Berne
Conuention, and its sole aim is to present, as simply and clearly as possible, an
account ofthe origins, aims, nature and scope ofthe prouisions concerned. It is
for the authorities concerned, and interested circles, toform lheir own opinions.
The purpose of the publication of this Guide is to make the legislators and

administrations of countries aware of the question of the protection of
"neighboring rights," to help them understand better the way in which
international relations in this area are handled and to facilitate the
implementation of the Rome and Phonograms Conuentions and broaden their
scope, in order thereby to assure pedormers, producers of phonograms and
broadcasting organizations that their rights will be safeguarded and their
interests defended.
Like the Guide to the Berne Conuention, this Guide to the Rome Conuention

and the Phonograms Conuention has been htritten by Mr. Claude Masouyi,
of the Public Information and Copyright Department of the

Director

International Bureau of lltIPO. The English uersion has been established, on
the basis of the original French text, by Mr. William Wallace, formerly
Assistant Comptroller in the Industrial Property and Copyright Department at
the Department of Trade of the United Kingdom.
Geneoa,

March 1981

^M
Anpao Bocscn

Director General

World Intellectual Property Organization

(wPo)
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INTRODUCTION

I.

The International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers
Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations (hereafter called the Rome
Convention, or, since there can be no ambiguity simply "the Convention") was
finalized on October 26, 1961, at the end of a Dplomatic Conference held in
Rome. It came into force on May 18. 1964, and, at the moment, boasts some
twenty Contracting States. It has not yet been the object of any revision, and
the States in question are bound by a single text which is reproduced in the

of

present work.

II.

To follow the history of the preparatory work which led to the drawing up

of this international agreement goes beyond the purpose of this present Guide
and would run to great length, because these preparations stretched over many
years and followed many ups and downs. Nevertheless, it seems worthwhile

to set out the circumstances and the reasons which led to the
international recognition of a number of rights usually called "neighboring."
In other words, to give, in this Introduction, replies to the questions "when and
how? and then why?."

briefly

III.

For ease of reference, the expression "neighboring rights" will be used
granted by the Rome Convention to performers,
producers of phonograms and broadcasting organizations (without prejudging
the question whether or not these are in truth neighbors to the copyright of
authors). The question of whether they should enjoy protection has been long
debated and has been one of the prime preoccupations of the many bodies
representing the interested parties. No single event stands above the others.
here

to cover the rights

There were many studies and suggestions made and positions taken up, right
from the beginning of this century; one example among the many is that the
International Literary and Artistic Association (ALAI) at its Congress in
Weimar in 1903 looked sympathetically at the plight of solo performers. [n
fact, the need for a protection for these rights was bound up with the growth of
new technical methods of disseminating creations of the mind
gramophone

records, cinema and radio
inventions which performers gladly
accepted,
since they offered great opportunities to reach a wide public but which tended,
as they later found, to upset the pattern of their professional life. Coupled with
the unemployment which followed the first world war, this had serious consequences for performers. Their claims grew ever more pressing and the
organizations which represented them, notably the International Musicians
Union, turned naturally, since it was a question of employment opportunities,
to the International Labor Office (ILO).
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IV.

The work of this body from 1926 to the conclusion of the treaty in 196l
was of prime importance. In the matter of safeguarding opportunities for
employment and preserving the standard of living of a distinguished category
of workers, the ILO could not ignore the serious economic problems which had
arisen and which called for an international solution. Its 1940 Conference had
on its agenda the question of rights for performers in relation to broadcasting
and recording; but the second world war put a temporary end to this.

V.

In the meantime, the question of the protection to be given to the artistic
performances of artistes was being tackled in a different context. In 1928, in
Rome, the Berne Convention Revision Conference felt that an international

convention on the subject was premature, but called on governments to
consider measures to protect performers. Still under the Berne Convention
umbrella, a meeting of experts was convened in 1939 in Samaden (Switzerland) by the Secretariat of the Berne Union and the International Institute for
the Unification of Private Law. The participants produced two draft treaties one on performers and makers of phonograms, and the other on broadcasting

organizations. These they thought ofas "linked" to the Berne Convention.

VI. For their part the international non-governmental organizations' particularly those representing performers and authors were not inactive in the
search for solutions. The reports of their meetings are full of resolutions and

recommendations on the matter. Bargains were struck (e.g., in 1934 at Stresa
the International Confederation of Authors and Composers Societies (CISAC)
signed an agreement with the International Federation of the Phonographic
Industry). But again the war of 1939-45 interrupted such efforts.

VII.

After the war, it was again in connection with the Berne Cdnvention that
the matter was taken up afresh. The Diplomatic Conference in Brussels in 1948
for the further revision of that Convention, though it ruled out protection under

copyright, nevertheless adopted three resolutions giving future action a
significant twist. These again exhorted governments to continue their efforts to
find means of protecting makers of instruments for the mechanical reproduction of musical works and broadcasting organizations; but they laid down
that these must in no way affect authors' rights. As to performers, their
resolution was based on the artistic quality of the performances and used the
expression "rights neighboring on copyright."

VIII.

From 1949 on, there came an impressive series of international

meetings into whose details it is impossible to go here. Suffice it to mention only
main landmarks on the road to Rome in 1961. The ILO, through its Committee

Employees and Intellectual Workers, again took up the question of
performers' protection and from 1950 onwards sought to coordinate its efforts

on

with those of the Berne Union Secretariat. It convened a meeting in l95l in
Rome which produced a draft convention to give protection simultaneously to
performers, producers of phonograms and broadcasting organizations. This
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idea of simultaneous protection was finally accepted by the parties concerned.
Governments, when consulted, offered many and diverse views, and discussions continued, including those on the procedure to be followed in
convoking meetings of experts.

IX.

Meanwhile,

in

1952

in

Geneva, the Universal Copyright Convention

came into being, with Unesco as its Secretariat. In view of the close connection

with copyright which was involved, Unesco could not be a mere observer but
had a valid claim to be a third partner in the exercise ofpreparing a convention.

I

X. In 1956, the Secretariat of the ILO convened, in Geneva, a meeting of the
interested parties which drcw up detailed rules for the protection of performers,
producers of phonograms and broadcasting organizations with an explanatory
report. For their part, after a meeting in Paris of a study group in 1956, Unesco
and the Berne Secretariat convened a meeting of governmental experts in
Monaco (1957) to prepare a draft convention for the protection of "certain
rights called neighboring on copyright."
XL

The drafts emanating from Rome (1961), Geneva (1956) and Monaco

(1957) contained profound differences which needed ironing out; and the
activities of the three intergovernmental organizations needed coordinating.
t

This was done by lhe convocation, under their auspices, at The Hague in 1960,

committee of governmental experts with the task of preparing for a
diplomatic conference on the protection of neighboring rights, and drawing up
a general report of the views expressed at the meeting, on the basis of
documentation submitted jointly by the three convening organizations. From
this a single draft emerged. This was The Hague draft on which the Rome

of a

Convention was based.

XII. After this account of the main events which led to the

Rome

Convention, it remains to give the reasons why the neighboring rights came to
be protected. It is common ground that they owe their existence to technical
changes. Up to the end of the last century, the artistes' offerings (actors in a
play, operatic and concert singers, musicians playing pieces of music, circus
arrd variety artistes doing their turns. etc.) had an ephemeral character. They
disappeared at the moment they were seen or heard. After the play or the
concert was over, nothing was left except the impression created in the memory
of the audience. In a very few cases someone made a sketch of a scene, a
soloist, an orchestra or an acrobat, or pcrhaps a photograph of an event to jog
the public's memory. But people had to be present where the event took place
in order to appreciate it. The invention of the gramophone, cinematography
and radio, and their spread to an ever-wider public at the beginning of the 20th
century, revolutionized the ways in which authors were able to publicize their
work. But since these means of communication, ever-improving. bore mainly
on the offerings of performers, it was the latter who were most affected and
became prior claimants to a grant of neighboring rights.

l0
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XIII. It was particularly the coming of gramophone recordings that had the
most serious effect. Performing a work, which for centuries had been a
transitory exercise, became durable and created something not only capable of
being stored, but also of being multiplied and sold and used indefinitely. This
striking invention permitted sounds to be fixed and hence preserved and the
production of a myriad of copies for every conceivable use. The spoken word,
the instrumentalist's music and the singer's song could be recorded and used
again and again. It led to the growth of an industry of the first rank. There is
no need to stress the importance ofthe part played today by the phonographic
industry in the social and cultural life of mankind, with its discs, cassettes and
other recordings.

XIV. As for the cinema, its influence on performers took a different aspect
when sound films succeeded the silent. It offered great employment opportunities to all categories of performers. But when, as has been said "the piano came
to the screen", the many musicians who accompanied silent films found their
livelihood disappear at a stroke and bewailed their lack ofjobs.
XV.

Finally, the other invention, broadcasting, too, created a marked change
in the methods of exploiting works. The theater or concer-t hall audience for any
given performance of a work was suddenly enlarged to allow the public in their
homes to see and hear every kind of literary and artistic production. These
inventions had an even greater effect when, as happened, they were rapidly
combined. Records were played on the radio and radio was itself widely
recorded. Today is the era of universal phonograms and the permanent
broadcast.

XVI.

These modern products of man's inventive genius produced a profound
upset of the legal and social order. At law the performer, by his mere presence
before the microphone, permitted the fixation of his presentation; his
performance is usually governed by conditions fixed by contract, the performer
receiving a fee or royalties on sales. At first the permission was for fixation on a
cylinder and, since he had to repeat the performance for each cylinder, he was
paid per copy. Later the fixation could be repeated on many copies and the
performer had to authorize both fixation and reproduction. These were covered
in most contracts. But from the moment the recording, to whose making and
sale the performer had consented, was used by third parties (in ways he had
never allowed for and over which he had no control), no legal link existed
between him and his labor which others were exploiting. In this he differed from
the writer or composer who retains a measure of control over his work when it
is let loose upon the world. In other words, once his "live" performance was

engraved in the wax of a matrix, a microgroove or the soundtrack of a film,
albeit with his permission, others could exploit it in ways unforeseen in the
contract and beyond the control either of the performer or the person making
the recording. The law of contract showed itself impotent to cover these

t
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practices, which, with the continuous growth of the phonographic industry
and ofbroadcasting, over the years reached enormous proportions.

XVII. In the social field, recordings and their wide diffusion led to a loss of
employment opportunities: thanks to records, it became no longer necessary to
obtain the consent, on each occasion, of performers; instead of live performers,
on the radio or television, in dance halls and restaurants, and even for
incidental music in the theater, recourse was had merely to recordings. The
result was (and still is) grave technological unemployment affecting individuals
often unfitted by their special training and their temperament for other jobs,

diminishing the attractions

of a musical career, and blighting the whole

By a kind of boomerang, the disc became the enemy of
performer, taking away his chance of work; in this, by increasing

profession.

the
the

consumption of recordings, broadcasting also helped. True there are a number

of performers for whom life is not bad
the record, radio and TV stars; but
the danger of technological unemployment
remains a preoccupation of the
profession as a whole and common interest calls for solidarity among its
members. Performers therefore demand the right to exercise some control over
the many uses to which their performances can be put.

XVIII. For their part, the producers of phonograms have not been inactive,
since modern techniques involve for them, too, a need for protection. From the
beginning, records enjoyed a huge success even though the old 78's lacked the
"high-fidelity" later offered by 45's and 33's. The arrival of tapes, and their
wide popularity, is witness to the perseverance of this success. Phonograms are

part of the way of life, offering the public an almost inexhaustible source of
entertainment and culture. This source has been tapped by others than those
for whom the records were originally sold. Radio and television stations have
made great use of records to fill their programs. Even if the plugging of records
on the air advertises them (and one must not forget that they also add to the
reputation of the main performer), it is a fact that discs, tapes and other
fixations have become essential aids to broadcasting. Besides, the increasing
availability to the public of cheap and easy to use recording machines has
increased the dangers of copying and the growth of parasitic industries
operating on the verges of legality. All this had led the producers of
phonograms to demand the right to say yes or no to the copying of their
phonograms and to receive payment if these are used for broadcasting or for
communication to the public. It is worth noting how well their claims match
those of the performers.

XIX.

As technology advanced, the broadcasting organizations also felt the
themselves. They spent considerable time, skill, effort and
money on the preparation of their programs and felt it unfair that others,
perhaps competitors, should help themselves to these by rebroadcasting them,
recording them or showing them in places to which the public had acc€ss.
need

to protect
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Protection of this sort was of interest also to the performers whose efforts
contributed to the programs. Without power to control the use to which their
broadcasts were put, the organizations could not guarantee to the performers
or the authors that the programs would not reach a wider audience than was
envisaged when permission to broadcast was given. Again, since their
programs could form the basis of phonograms or videograms, their interests
were in this respect identical with those of the phonographic industry. For all
these reasons the broadcasters became a third claimant for neighboring rights.

XX.

There is no point in going into the legal basis for these rights which
rejoice in a different name according to the theories of the namer (they are
sometimes called "related" or "connected" or "intermediary"), and whose links
with copyright stem from the fact that, since authors depend on the recipients
of such rights to make their works known to the public, the latter are the
former's auxiliaries. It is important too to remember the extent to which the
three parties depend on each other and how their rights intermingle. True, the
purist may complain that, notwithstanding the skill and talent of a recording
engineer or a broadcast producer, the making of a record or of a broadcast is,
after all, an essentially industrial act, whereas the performances of artistes are
of their nature acts of spiritual creation; and to mix them up toSether in one
convention creates a hotch-potch. Nevertheless the Rome Convention has done
so, always with the guideline of stopping the unfair appropriation of the labor
of others.

XXI.

The Rome Convention, as will be seen, allows a lot of latitude to
member States in the way they apply it. As well as the basic table d'h6te menu
there exist ri la carte provisions which allow
the conventional minima
-each country a choice of the obligations
which it must undertake. Besides, this
Convention of 196l was a landmark in the evolution, during the last few
decades, in the nature and role of conventions regulating international
intellectual property relationships. The conventions concluded at the end ofthe
lgth century were the result of a common denominator between national
legislations and attempt to make clear the reciprocal obligations of member
States; whereas those drawn up more recently tend to set out the rights and
obligations which each State should incorporate into its domestic law. True, the
Rome Convention reflects the state of the art in 196l and there have been
considerable developments since thcn. But no draftsman of a law to protect
neighboring rights can fail to be influenced by it.

XXII. The influence of the Rome Convention in this field was reinforced by
the drawing up, in 1974, under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Committee established by Article 32 of a "model law concerning the protection of
performers, producers

of

Reference will be made
neighboring rights."

phonograms and broadcasting organizations."
to this from time to time as "the model law on
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Finally, it is worth noting that the Intergovernmental Committee
set up, in l9?9, a sub-committee to examine the results of a
mentioned
already
study made by the Secretariats on the bringing into operation and practical

XXIIL

application of the Rome Convention. This sub-committee has drafted a
number of recommendations on the subject which can complement the model
law in helping competent authorities to decide on legislative matters and
administrative practice in order to assure to performers, to producers of
phonograms and to broadcasting organizations effective protection for their
respective rights and interests.
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Preamble

Thc Contracting Strtcs, movcd by thc dcsire to plotect thc
rights of pcrformers, producers of phonograms, and broadcastlng
organlsatlons,
Have agreed as follows:

0.

l.

As is normal in international treaties, the Rome Convention contains the

usual Preamble to set out its purpose. Here the text is very brief, the
participants, prudently no doubt, merely expressing their desire to protect
the rights of performers, producers of phonograms and broadcasting
organizations. The formula is the same as that which forms the opening of the
Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.

0.2. In its

mention of the three categories, the Preamble follows the
Convention's title, usually shortened to "the Rome Convention" or "the
Neighboring Rights Convention," to the extent that the latter expression is
acceptable. The meaning of the expressions "performers" and "producers of
phonograms" appear in the defihitions (Article 3). The term "broadcasting

organizations" does not, although the definition of "broadcasting" and
"rebroadcasting" clarify the idea. In any case, the term "broadcasting"
obviously covers both radio and television.

0.3.

The mention of the expression "rights" in the Preamble ensures complete
parallelism with the Berne Convention: there "the rights of authors"
here
"the rights of performers, producers of phonograms and broadcasting
organizations."

I
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ARTICLE I
S

afeguard of Copyright Proper

Protcctlon grentcd undct thlr Convcntlon rhdl lcrvc lntect end
rhdl ln no wry rficct thc protcctlon of copyrl3ht ln lltcrary rnd

arthtlc sorkr. Conrcqucntly, no provlrlon of thlr Convcntlon mry bc
lntcrpictcd er prcJudlclng tuch protcctlon.

l.l. This preliminary provision deals with the relationship of the Rome
Convention to copyright. It was already in earlier drafts (Geneva 1956,
Monaco 1957 and The Hague 1960) since the problems arising from this
relationship largely affected the birth-pangs of the new Convention and the
search for solutions was a constant preoccupation ofthose boncerned.
1.2. There are two cases in which no problems arise: first, when the
performances, recordings or broadcasts are of works not protected by
copyright, having fallen into the public domain; secondly, when no work in the
copyright sense is involved, as for example in the circus or the sports arena.
Clearly there is no conflict here.
1.3.

But the great majority of cases do involve copyright works and here the
question arises whether the rights given by this Convention conflict with those
ofthe authors, and if so do they risk prejudicing the latter's copyright?

1,4. The authors' societies, though accepting the need for protection of
certain performances, looked with some fear and suspicion on the proposals to
protect the neighboring rights. They claimed that a convention on this subject
was useless or at least superfluous; most problems could be dealt with by
contract; and in any case it was premature since the function of international
treaties was to follow, and not to precede, national legislation, and, on this
subject, few countries had passed laws. This being so, these bodies were
determined to maintain the integrity of copyright, fearing the impact the
creation ofthese new rights would have on the rights authors already enjoyed.

To allay these fears, those negotiating in Rome retained this provision from
earlier drafts and wrote into this Article a safeguard clause.

1.5. According to its terms, the protection granted leaves intact and in no
way affects the protection of copyright in literary and artistic works and no

provision of the Convention may be interpreted as prejudicing such protection.
This makes it quite clear that the legal situation of the copyright owner is
unaffected. His economic interests are a different matter.

I

I
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First Article to the Rome Convention

1.6. Some consider that these two sentences are merely an affirmation of
principle without practical effect. One must distinguish, they say, between the
right and its exercise since it is only in the exercise ofthe right that conflicts of
interest can arise.

1,7. One can point to two cases, albeit marginal and not insoluble, which can
pose difficulties. The classic example is when the use of a copyright work
demands more than one authorization. A soloist gives a recital of a number of
pieces; the composer of one of them agrees to a record-maker recording the
work in the concert hall, but the performer refuses. The copyright remains
unaffected but its exercise is prevented. Again, the reverse situation may arise,
the soloist's interests demand that the performance be recorded, but, because of
contracts he has previously made with another record company, the composer
refuses.

1.8. Another example is that of the numerous music users who are
to paying a given sum for copyright dues. Faced with other

accustomed

demands, if they do not cease their use altogether or cut it down, they will tend

to offer

less

for the copyright. This is known as the "cake" theory, which

assumes the amount payable for the use of music is a fixed sum. If the cake has
to be divided up, the authors will be given a smaller slice. Though this argument

is used in relation to secondary uses (Article

being

l2) it can apply generally without

a sufficient reason to deny the rights the Convention grants. This

illustrates the difficulty of reconciling the various interests involved.

1.9. It has been said that, to take the line that only the composer's permission
is needed to authorize the making of a copy of a phonogram (on the grounds
that to require also its producers' permission would affect the exercise of the
composer's copyright) would deprive the Convention of all meaning. The real
meaning is that his protection must not be prejudiced, leaving it to the courts to
settle any disputes.

1.10. This Article I is limited to safeguarding copyright.It does not proclaim
its superiority by laying down that neighboring rights may never be stronger in
content or scope than those enjoyed by authors. Indeed there are a number of
examples showing that neighboring rights are not necessarily inferior. The

Rome Convention gives record makers and broadcasting organizations the
right to forbid the reproduction of phonograms and the rebroadcasting of their
broadcasts respectively. The Berne Convention is less firm: copyright in the
cases in point may be the subject of compulsory licenses. Here one might
digress to differentiate between compulsory and legal licenses. [n the case of a
compulsory license, the copyright owner must allow the use required of his
work, though he retains the right to negotiate the conditions for such use; if the
parties cannot agree these are settled by an administrator or a judge. In the
case of a legal license, the work can be used as ofright and the copyright owner
gets nothing but a compensation laid down in rules made by a competent

l8
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authority. These two sorts of license, to which resort may only be made if all
else fails and agreement is impossible between the parties, are contrasted with
contractual licenses which depend on there being agreement. The Rome
Convention does not allow for any compulsory licenses to override refusals by
producers of phonograms or broadcasting organizations.

l.l l. Again, the Rome Convention contains no special provisions

for

I

relaxing the strictness of copyright in favor of developing countries, unlike the
multilateral copyright conventions revised in 1971. True, this was largely a

matter of timing. But the fact remains that in those countries the level of
neighboring rights (as they affect audiovisual reproduction in the use of
educational films and videograms for educational purposes) is higher than that
of copyright proper. However, there are other provisions in the Convention
which redress the balance, bearing in mind that without the author's works,
neighboring rights do not come into operation.

I

1.12. The General Report of the Conference makes the meaning of this
Article clear. Whenever, by virtue of the copyright law, the authorization of the
author is necessary for the reproduction or other use of his work, the need for
this authorization is not affected by the Convention. Conversely, when, by
virtue of this Convention, the consent of the performer, recorder or broadcaster
is necessary, the need for his consent does not disappear because authorization
by the author is also necessary.

1.13. This basic Article is, in a way

a guide to Contracting States when they
legislate to cover national neighboring rights situations. They are not allowed

I

example,
the Rome

I

to do so in ways which affect the protection of copyright: for

competition between two exclusive rights over the same Article;
Convention envisages a right to remuneration for performers, phonogram
producers or both when a recording is performed in public; to transform this
into an exclusive right leads to a conflict with the author's exclusive right and
prejudices itl to do so might bring the legislator into conflict with the saleguard
for copyright in Article I, according to one school of thought.

I

I

l9

Article 2 to the Rome Convention

ARTICLE 2
Protection giuen by lhe Conuenlion
Definition of National Treatment

l. For thc

purposc! of ihlr Convcntlon. neilonal trertmcnt rhrll

mern lhc tscetmcnt accorded by thc domcstlc law of thc Contrectln3
Statc In whlch protectlon lr chlmcd:
(a) to pcrformcrr ryho rrc ltr netlonalr, rr rcgerdr pcrformanccr
taklng placc, broedcart, or ffrrt ffxcd, on ltr tcrrltoryi
(D) to produccrr of phonogremr rho arc ltr netlonah, er rcgtrdr
phonogramr flrrl ffxcd or ffrrl publhhcd on hr lerrltory;
(c) to broedcertlnt o?t.nl[tlonr whlch hrve thclr hcadquartcrr
on lts tcrrltory, er rcgardr broedcactc trrnrmlatcd from trencmlttcrr
cltuatcd on

ltr lcrrltory.

2. Netlonel trGrtmcnt rhell bc rubJcct to thc proicctlon rpcclflcelly
gurrrntecd, rnd thc llmliailonr rpccl8crlly provldcd for' ln thlc
Convcntlon.

2.1. The protection given by the Convention consists mainly of national
treatment. The General Report of the Rome Conference and the first paragraph
of Article 2 have the aim of defining this national treatment as it applies to the
three categories of beneficiaries. National treatment is that accorded by the
Contracting State in which protection is claimed (i) to performers who are its
nationals, as regards performances taking place, broadcast, or first fixed, on its
territory; (ii) to producers of phonograms who are its nationals, as regards
phonograms first fixed or published on its territory; (iii) to broadcasting
organizations which have their headquarters on its territory as regards
broadcasts transmitted from that territory. In short it is the treatment which a
state accords to its national performers, phonograms and broadcasts. To
demonstrate who are the beneficiaries of this treatment, the Convention, in
Articles 4, 5 and 6 sets out the respective points of attachment.
The treatment to be accorded is further defined in paragraph 2 of this
Article which brings in the minimum protection specifically guaranteed by the
Convention. The national treatment is subject to the protection set out
particularly in Article 7 (for performers), l0 (for producers of phonograms)
and l3 (for broadcasting organizations). Even if a Contracting State does not
grant these minima to its own nationals, it must do so to nationals of other
Contracting States. The same paragraph makes it clear that the minimum
rights which must be given are themselves subject to the limitations on these
rights which the Convention allows. The General Report makes this clear
giving an example: under Article l6 a Contracting State could deny or limit
rights of secondary use with respect to phonograms (Article l2), regardless of

2.2.

whether its domestic law granted this protection.
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2.3. National laws on the protection of neighboring rights differ widely and
indeed in some countries there are none. This fact made it impossible for the
Convention to fix an obligatory high standard of protection, whereas if it had
been based on a common denominator of those countries with the lowest
standard, it would have lost its purpose.
2.4. The formula in this Article has the advantage that it brings the level of
treatment granted nationally at least as high as the conventional minima, as
regards domestic performers, record-makers and broadcasting organizations,
since no country will wish to grant foreigners greater rights than its own
nationals. But the discussions in Rome made it clear that the protection which
States are bound by the Convention to give may not always coincide exactly
with national treatment since the former could be greater or less than the latter.

I

I

I

2,5. This provision, whereby foreigners are assimilated to nationals in all
States party to the Convention is to be found in the multilateral copyright
conventions, though in the Rome Convention its impact is less because the
approach is different. Although it refers to performances, phonograms and
broadcasts to define national treatment and the various points of attachment,
the object of protection is not the thing, but specified beneficiaries. The
copyright conventions on the other hand protect the work itself. Again, many
national laws are not, at least up to now, familiar with the concept of a
"neighboring" right. The result is, for these, a rather different pattern of
international protection.

2.6. In the end this system of national treatment provided for in this Article
amounts to unrestricted assimilation. The absence, in the laws of a given
country, of any specific protection for neighboring rights does not mean that
there is no equivalent to the rights the Convention gives in the national, general,
criminal or civil law. In any case, at least in countries where conventions are
self-applying, even if the national law is silent, the protection of international
situations is guaranteed by the conventional minima which it has undertaken to
honor. In other words, convention nationals can count on the minimum of
protection in all Contracting States.
I

i

I

I
l

I
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Article 3 to the Rome Convention

ARTICLE
Article

3,

3

Definitions
paragraph (a): Performers

For thc purpor.i ofthlr Convcntlon:
(a) 'pcrformcrr' mcrnr rctorr, tlngcrr, mullchnr, drnccrr, ard
othcr pcnons rho ect, rlng, dcllvcr, dcclalm, play in, or othcrrirc
pcrform literuty or

rrtittlc works;

3.1. This provision defines what is included, for Convention purposes, in the
expression "performer" and does so broadly. Note, first, that it is immaterial
whether the work performed is or is not protected by copyright. The text says
simply "literary or artistic works." It is made clear in the General Report of the

l96l Conference that this expression, which is used elsewhere in the
Convention, has the same meaning as in the Berne and Universal Copyright
Conventions where it includes, in particular, musical, dramatic and dramatico-

musical works.

3.2.

Secondly, the reference to "works" means that the Convention does not

of people who, although undoubtedly performers in the
accepted sense, do not perform works as this is meant in copyright. Examples
are variety and circus artists (ugglers, acrobats and clowns). In case there
should be any doubt, it also excludes sports personalities. True, the Convention
later (Article 9) allows countries to protect artists who do not perform works. It
is up to national laws to decide which. Note that performers of this sort are not
deprived of protection if the sketches or mimes they perform are indeed works
in the sense of Article 2 of the Berne Convention. Again, many performers are
protect a number

themselves composers

of the songs they sing and are therefore protected as

authors.

3.3. The French text uses, for the single word "performer," "artiste interprite
ou ex6cutant." The words "artiste interprite" are usually used of soloists and
actors, whereas members of an orchestra, including the conductor are usually
"artistes ex6cutants." In order that there should be no doubt that conductors of
instrumental and vocal groups were protected, both were considered included
in the expression "artiste interprdte ou ex6cutant."
3.4. Finally, if the Convention includes in a single group a wide category of
persons who communicate works to the public, this does not mean that in
practice their situations are identical. Some artists put the stamp of their
personality on their performance of a work: the conductor of an orchestra
completes the score by his personal annotations; the soloist plays his instrument
in an individual way; the actor gives his own interpretation to a part. They are
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sense creators who are tied, in their performances, to the work itsell but
who, in practice. are with difficulty distinguished since one cannot determine
with precision who, by virtue of his inventiveness, must be judged artist. But it is
clear that he must "perform" and the words used in French in the Convention
might tend to exclude more extras of theater or cinema and those who assume a
merely mechanical role (stagehands for example) since their part in the show
bears no personal stamp and is marginal or secondary. It is a matter for the
courts to interpret these terms. The words "act, sing, deliver, declaim, play in or
otherwise perform" give them wide latitude.

in a

3.5. In view of the above, it was felt unnecessary in

Rome

to

define

"performance." However, as the General Report points out it was decided that
obviously performance means the activities of a performer as such, and
it was agreed that whenever the Convention uses the expression "performance"
or in the French text "ex6cution" it must be understood as a generic
term which also includes recitation and presentation ("r6citation" and
"repr6sentation").
Article 3, paragraph (b): Phonogram
(D) *phonogram" m.ens any cxcluclvcly aural ftxetlon of sounds of
ofothcr soundsi

a pcrformance or

3.6. The importance of this paragraph and those which follow which define
what is meant by phonograms are clear since these definitions govern the scope
of the protection of the Convention. A phonogram is defined as a fixation, that
is to say from the moment when it is fixed it is protected. Whether or not it is
multiplied into a number of copies and these are put at the disposition of the
public is of no importance : from its making the original fixation is protected.
However, the exceptions allowed by the Convention (see below Article 15)
such as private use or ephemeral fixations restrict to some extent the scope of
this protection.
3.1

.

The fixation must be exclusively aural. A fixation of images (e.g., cinema)
(see below

or of images and sounds (e.g., television) are therefore excluded
Article l9 in so far as this concerns performers).

3.8. Finally, the fixation may be of sounds of a performance or o[ other
sounds. During the Rome Conference bird-song and natural noises were given
as examples of the latter. In other words, whatever the origin ol the sound, the
phonogram as such is protected by the Convention.
Article 3, paragraph (c): Producers of Phonograms
(c) 'producer of phonograms" mcans thc perron who, or thc lcgal
cntlty whlch, ftrsl ftxcs lhc sounds ofa performance or olher roundc;

23

Article 3 to the Rome Convention

3.9. This definition is clear and needs no explanation. Note that it is the first
fixation and the accent is on an industrial and not a personal activity. On the
latter point, it was noted in the Report that when an employee of a legal entity
fixes the sounds in the course of his employment, the employer legal entity,
rather than the employee, is to be considered the producer.

3.10. lt should be noted that broadcasting organizations may, as regards
their own recordings, qualify as producers of phonograms within the
Convention, although certain rights are reserved to producers of those
phonograms which are published fior commercial purposes (see Article l2).

Article 3, paragraph (d): Publication
(d) "publlcation" mcen! thc oficrlng of coplcr of e phono3ram to
the public in reasonablc quantlty;

3.11. It is worth pointing out, apropos of this definition, that the idea of
"reasonable quantity" gives rise to disputes as to the number of copies
required. However the sense of this paragraph is clear and the courts are there
to sort out disputes.
3.12. This notion appeared already in the

Berne Convention;

it was changed

in a revision of the Convention in 1967 in the sense that the offering of copies
to the public must be such as to satisfy their reasonable demands, having
regard to the nature of the work. It is not impossible that as regards the
publication of phonograms judges will adopt the same approach.

I

3.13. Note that the text does not say that the oflering o[copies to the public
must take place on the territory of a Contracting State. The result is that a
record company in a country not yet party to the Convention may enjoy
protection under it, if it first (or simultaneously) "publishes" the phonogram in
a Contracting State (always assuming that the criterion of publication as a
point of attachment is not ruled out) (see below Article 5).
Article 3, paragraph (e): Reproduction

I

(e) "rcproductlon" mcan! the making of a copy or coplct of
ffxatloni

a

I

I

I

3.14. The insertion of this definition in the Convention was to make it clear
that by reproduction is meant the making of copies. The performance of a
work. its public recitation or broadcasting or its exhibition to the public do not
give rise to the making of new copies and are excluded. During the discussions
in 196 I it was made clear that the expressions "phonogram" and "fixation"
were not synonymous.
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3.15. "Phonograrn" is an exclusively aural fixation of sounds, whereas a
"fixation" may be either visual or audiovisual and the Rome Convention only
protects phonograms which are exclusively sounds.

Article

3,

paragraph (J): Broadcasting

(/)'broedcedng'mctnt thc trmrmlrrbn by rlttlcr rncml for
ofhrgcr rnd rorndr;

puUlc rcccpdon ofroundr or

3.16.

The opening words of the definition make

it

clear that broadcasting

may be sound radio or television.

I

i

3.17.

Secondly, the reference to "wireless means" narrows the field. As the

General Report points out, the Conference was of the opinion that only
transmission by Hertzian waves or other wireless means should constitute
broadcasting. The result is that wire diffusion (sound relay, cable television) is
excluded: it is well known that the Rome Convention does not cover cable. But
this does not stop member countries from giving some protection nationally. It
is only the Convention's protection that is lacking.

3.18. Finally, the words "for public reception" make it clear that transmissions to a single person or a defined group (ships at sea, aircraft, a fleet of
taxis) are not broadcasts for the purpose ofthe Convention.
Article

3,

paragraph (g): Rebroadcasting

(g) 'rcbrcrdcartlng' mcenr thc rlmultencour broadcertlng by onc

broadcartlng organlmtion of thc broadcart of rnothcr broedcesting
organlsatlon.

3.19. It is said expressly that the two broadcasts must be simultaneous. This
excludes deferred rebroadcasts since these are based on a fixation of the
original broadcast. Note that if a Contracting State makes use of the optional
exception in Article l5 to allow ephemeral recordings, these do not thereby lose
the character of "simultaneous" with the broadcast into which they are to be
included.

3.20. As regards the second part of the sentence referring to "broadcasting
organizations," the General Report of the Conference makes it clear that, if the
technical equipment in a Contracting State is owned by the postal administration, but what is fed into the transmitter is prepared and presented by
such organizations as Radiodiffusion T6l6vision Frangaise or the British
Broadcasting Corporation, the latter, and not the postal administration, is to be
considered the broadcasting organization.

I
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3,21. Furthermore, if a given program is sponsored by an advertiser or is
prerecorded by an independent producer of television films, and is transmitted
by such organizations as the Columbia Broadcasting System in the United
States of America, the latter, rather than the sponsor or the independent
producer, is to be considered the broadcasting organization within the meaning
of the Convention.
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ARTICLE 4
P
P

erformances

P

rotected

oint s of A t tac hm ent for Pe rfo rm e r s

Each Conlracting State shall grant national treatment to performers if any of the follorring conditions is met:
(a) thc performance takcs place in anolher Contracting State;

(D) the performance is incorporatcd in a phonogram shich is
protected under Articlc 5 ofthis Convcntion;
(c) the performancc, not bcing fixcd on a phonogram, is carried by
a broadcast which is protccted by Article 6 ofthis Convention.

4.1. This provision sets out the conditions under which performers enjoy
protection. It is the first of three Articles dealing with points of attachment.
4.2. A

question common to all three Articles was debated at the Rome
Conference: namely, whether the Convention applies only to international
situations or also to national ones, i.e., whether a Contracting State must give

Convention demands to its national performances,
phonograms and broadcasts as well as to foreign ones. It was agreed that, like
the multilateral copyright conventions, the Rome Convention touched only on
international situations.

the protection the

4.3.

As a result, the beneficiaries of the Convention have the right to claim, in
Contracting States other than that in which they satisfy their respective points
of attachment, the minimum protection accorded by the Convention (e.g., for a
performer, to forbid the fixation without his consent of his "live" performance;
for a record company, to prohibit the reproduction of its phonograms; for a
broadcasting organization the rebroadcasting of its broadcasts)' But they
cannot do so in the latter Contracting State since then it is only a national
situation which arises, and it is only the national law of that State which
applies.

4.4. The point is of little practical significance as the General Report points
out. It is almost inconceivable that a country would not give to its national
performances, phonograms and broadcasts at least the same protection as it
gives to foreign ones. It is normal to look after one's own people. In any case
the conventional minima are not very high, and this is true also for performers.
The national legislator would be unlikely to provide for less.

4.5.

When considering these points of attachment one can see that they differ

from the copyright conventions. The Rome Convention does not speak of "the
country of origin." It sets out directly who is protected and in which cases
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(Articles 4, 5 and 6). Note however that the points of attachment vary between
the different categories of beneficiaries, and furthermore the Convention gives
Contracting States the right not to apply this or that criterion. As a result the
system is highly complex and is likely to provide a good deal of work for the
courts.

4.6. Article 4 thus

sets out the cases in which performers may claim
(a) the performance takes place in another Contracting
State or (b) the performance is incoporated in a phonogram which is protected
under Article 5 of the Convention, or (c) the performance, not being fixed in a
phonogram, is carried by a broadcast protected by Article 6 of the Convention.
It is worth bearing in mind the meaning of "performance" (see comments on
Article 3 (a) above).
protection: namely,

if

4.7.

As the General Report points out, it was stated during the Conference
that the purpose of items (b) and (c) was to establish a system under which
performances recorded on phonograms are protected when the phonogram
producer is protected, and under which broadcast performances (other than
those fixed on phonograms) are protected when the broadcasting organizations

transmitting them are protected. As to item (a), the fact that in this Convention,
unlike the copyright conventions, the criterion of nationality is not included in
the points of attachment, makes it necessary for the right to national treatment
to depend on the State in which the performance takes place. It was thought
best to reject the criterion of nationality because of the almost insurmountable
difficulties arising particularly over such things as collective performances
(choirs and orchestras, etc.), and to adopt instead merely a criterion of
territoriality.

I
I

I
I

4.8. There are three conditions, and if any one of these is met, a performer is
entitled to the minimum protection established by the Convention.
4.9.

First, the performance must have taken place in another Contracting

State: a soloist gives a piano recital in Stockholm and the concert is broadcast
by Danish radio; this performer may demand the application of the Convention
by Denmark. But it will be remembered that in Sweden, where the concert took
place, it is the Swedish national law which applies.

4.10.

Secondly, the performance is recorded in a phonogram protected by
Article 5: a Brazilian actor agrees to his recital of poems being recorded in
Brazil on disc; he can demand that Mexico prohibits his performance being
used for purposes other than those for which he gave his consent e.g.,
advertising.
4. I

l.

Thirdly, a "live" perforrnance is included in a broadcast protected
6: a quartet plays a number of musical pieces before the

under Article
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microphone in a studio of an Italian broadcasting organization which has the
quartet's consent to broadcast in Italy. If it is rebroadcast in the Federal
Republic of Germany without the consent of the quartet, the latter may pray
the Convention in aid. But note Article 7.2 whereby such consent must be
required under the national law.

(
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ARTICLE
Article

5,

5

Protected Phonograms
(l): Points of Attachmentfor
Producers of Phonograms

paragraph

l. Each Contracting Statc rhdl grent netional trmtmcnt to
f any of thc following condltions is mct:
(a) thc produccr of thc pbonogrem ir e nrtional of anothcr

produccrs of phonogramr

Contracting Stetc (crltcrlon of netlondity);
(D) the nrrt ffxation ofthe sound ras madc h snothcr Contracting
Statc (crltcrion of ftxrtion);
(c) the phonogram wes flrst publlrhcd h enothcr Contracting Statc
(critcrion of publication).

5.1.

This Article lists the conditions for the grant of national treatment to
producers of phonograms; these are the nationality of the producer, the place
I
I

I

I

of fixation of the sound, and that of first publication of the phonogram. Its
effect is that each Contracting State is bound to grant national treatment in
each of the following three cases: (a) when the producer is a national of a
Contracting State (criterion of nationality); (b) when the first fixation is made
in a Contracting State (criterion of fixation); (c) when it is published for the first
time in a Contracting State (criterion of publication). As with performers, it is
sulficient if one of these conditions is satisfied.

5.2. The criterion of nationality, as in the Berne Convention, is the basic one.
It may not be excluded. (See however Article l7 below with the reasons for that
Article.) It ensures protection for phonogram producers who are Convention
nationals whether their products are sold inside or outside Convention
territory, as often happens in the case ofthe phonographic industry.
5.3. The criterion of fixation is

based

on facts easily ascertained:

one

generally knows the place a recording was made and therefore whether it is
protected under this heading. The first fixation of sounds must take place at the
same time and usually in the same place as any performance thereby recorded.
This Convention allows a record company from a non-contracting State to

enjoy protection for recordings made within the Convention territory. A
number of national laws do not recognize the criterion of fixation.

5.4. Finally, the third point of attachment that of first publication. This in
practice gives the phonographic industry the most protection. It allows record
companies to have recordings made in non-convention countries by nationals
ofthose countries. In these cases, neither the criterion ofnationality nor that of
fixation apply; but the criterion of publication operates to allow the widest
protection.

-
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paragraph 2: Simultaneous Publication

2. If a phonogrrm e.t ffrst publirbcd ln e non-contrectlng Statc
but if lt sac alro publlrhcd, ulthln thlrty deyr of ltr ffrst publicatlon'

ln a

Contracting Sratc (rlmultancour publlcetion)'

considcrcd rs ffrrt publlshcd

lt

rhall

bc

h thc Contrectlng Stltc.

5.5. This provision tends to increase further the number of phonograms
enjoying convention protection. The idea of simultaneous publication is taken
from the multilateral copyright conventions, e.9., Article 3 (a) of the Berne
Convention. It allows an American record company (the United States of
America not yet being a Contracting State), having sold a number of records
there, to put the recording on the British, and thus the European, market. If it
does so within thirty days of the first U.S. sales, the phonogram enjoys
Convention protection. The publication must not, of course, be merely
colorable. It must conform to the definition in Article 3 (d). It is for the courts
to decide, in any dispute, whether the number of records offered for sale was
"reasonable" in the circumstances. But one would not expect that the record
industry would find the requirement of "reasonable quantity" dilficult to meet.
I

5.6. If first

publication takes place outside Convention territory, and no
publication takes place within it for more than thirty days, the criterion of
publication does not of course apply; and unless there is protection for some
other reason, e.g., because the producer is a national ofa Contracting State, the
Convention cannot be prayed in aid.

Article

5,

paragraph 3: Power to Exclude Certain Criteria
I

3. By mcenr of a notlffcation dcporltcd with the Sccrctary-Gcncral
of thc Unltcd Nationr, any Contr.ctlng Stete may dcclarc that h rrlll
not apply thc crlterlon of publlcetion or, altcrnativcly, the criterlon of
ffxatlon. Such notlffcation may bc dcporitcd st thc time ofratiffcatlon,
rcccptrncc or acccsllon, or at any tlmc thcreaftcr; ln tbe last casc, it
rhall bccomc cfiectivc rix months aftcr it har bccn dcposltcd.

paragraph was a compromise solution written into the
Convention to take account of the divergent positions taken during the 196 I
debates. Some States refused to apply the criterion of fixation (which allows
non-convention nationals to acquire protection by having their phonograms
first fixed on convention territory). Others refused to recognize the criterion of
publication (which allows the record industry to protect its whole category of
records by merely first or simultaneously publishing them in a Contracting
State). Still others wanted only the criterion of fixation, and to exclude that of
nationality.

I

5.7. This final

5.8. By virtue of this solution, each State may reserve the right not to apply
either the criterion of fixation or that of publication. No country may exclude

i

i
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I

both at the same time; it is a case of one or the other. And no country may
exclude the criterion of nationality; all must protect phonogram producers who
are nationals of other Contracting States. Nevertheless, there is an exception to
this basic rule, in Article 17, for countries whose laws, at the date of the
Convention, gave protection only on the basis of place of fixation.

5.9.

I

This notification of intention not to apply one of these criteria (fixation or
publication) must be made to the depository power (the Secretary-General of
the United Nations). It may be made at the time of ratification, acceptance or
accession or at any time thereafter.

5.10. There is thus a range of situations governing the protection of
phonograms. This is dealt with in the General Report of the Conference.
I

I

l
I

t
I

I

5.11. With respect to phonograms first or simultaneously published in
Convention territory, there may be three categories of Contracting States: (i)
those that make no declaration under paragraph 3. They will have to protect
published phonograms if any of the three criteria (nationality, publication,
fixation) is present. (ii) Those that, by a declaration under paragraph 3, exclude
the application of the criterion of publication. They will have to protect
published phonograms if either of the remaining two criteria (nationality,
fixation) is present. (iii) Those that, by a declaration under paragraph 3,
exclude the application of the criterion of fixation. They will have to protect
published phonograms if either of the two remaining criteria (nationality,
publication) is present.
5.12. As for unpublished phonograms, the exclusion of the application of the
criterion of publication, of course, has no relevance. Thus, in this situation, the
provision means that there may be two categories of Contracting States: (i)
those that make no declaration under paragraph 3. They will have to protect
unpublished phonograms if either of the two criteria (nationality, fixation) is
present. (ii) Those that, by a declaration under paragraph 3 exclude the
application of the criterion of fixation. They will have to protect unpublished
phonograms if, and only if, the criterion of nationality is present.
5.13. Of course, the opportunity given to countries to rule out this or that
criterion was intended to allow as many countries as possible to join the
Convention. But it cannot be denied that the system is a complex one, and care
is needed in deciding whether or not a given phonogram is protected.
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ARTICLE5
Protected Broadcasts

Article

6,

paragraph
B

l:

roadcas t ing

Points of Attachmentfor
O

rgani z alions

l. Each Contracting Ststc shall Srsnt nstion l trcrtment

to

broadcasting organisalions ifcithcr ofthc following conditions is mct:
(a) rhc hcadquartcrs of thc broadcarting organisation is situatcd in
anothcr Contracting Strtc;
(D) the brcedcast wes trensmincd from a transmlttcr situatcd in
anothcr Contrrcting Starc.

6.1.

This provision lays down conditions for the grant of national treatment

to broadcasting organizations. There are two.

6.2. First, that the headquarters is in another Contracting State. This
criterion of nationality is clear and calls for no comment except that it was
agreed during the discussion in Rome that by the State where the headquarters
of the broadcasting organization is situated should be understood the State
under the laws of which the broadcasting entity was organized' Thus, in the
French text "sidge social" should be understood as the equivalent of "sidge
statutaire," and it was also agreed that the legal entity in question may be
what is known in German as "offene Handelsgesellschaft" or "Kommanditgesellschaft."

Secondly, that the broadcast is made from a transmitter situated in
another Contracting State. Thus, the broadcasts of an organization of a
non-member country are protected if their transmitter is on convention
territory.

6.3.

Article

6,

I

paragraph 2: Power to Reserue

2. By mcans ofa nodffcation dcpotitcd rlih thc Sccrctrry-Gcnctsl
of rhc Unltcd Netionr, any Contrectlng Stetc mey dGclrr. lh.t it will
protcct brordcesis onty lf thc hcsdquaricrc of thc broedcasting
organisation ls rituetcd in .nothcr Contmcting Strtc end thc
broadcest w!3 tran3mlttcd ftom e renrmittcr ilturtcd in thc rrmc
Contracting Stetc. Such notlffcetlon mey bc dcpodtcd et thc tlmc of
retiffceiion, rcccpt ncc or lcccttlon, or rl lny tlmc thcrcaftcr; ln thc
hrt clrc, lt rhall bccomc cfrcctivc sh monthr rftcr it her bccn
dcpositcd.

As with phonograms, the Convention allows a reservation here. It is not
a choice between two, but a right to demand that both criteria be met; in other
words, that it will protect broadcasts only if the headquarters of the
broadcasting organization is situated in another Contracting State and the
broadcast was transmitted from a transmitter situated in the same Contracting

6.4.

I

i
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State. Protection might thus be ruled out in the case of some peripheral stations
where the headquarters is on one side of a frontier and the transmitter on the

other.

6.5.
I

)
I

I
)

I
t

I
I

i

This notification of a reserve is done in the same way as in Article 5.
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7

for

Performe rs

paragraph I : Particular Rights

l. The protection provided for performers by this Convention shall
lnclude the possibility of preventing:
(o) the broadcasting and the communicetion to th€ public, without
their consent, of their performance, exccpt where the performance
used in the broadcasting or the public communication is itself already
a broadcast performance or is made from a fixation;
(D) the fixation, without their consent, of their unflxed performancei
(c) the reproduction, without their consenl, of a fixation of their
performance:
(i) if th€ original fixation itself was made without their consent;
(ii) if the reproduction is made for purposes different from those for
which the performers gave their consent;
(iii) if the original fixation was made in accordance with
provisions

of Article

15, and the reproduction

is

I

the

made for

purposes different from those referred to in those provisions.

7.1.

This Article 7 is the pillar of the Convention for performers in that it

determines the conventional rights which they enjoy.

7.2. The opening phrase uses the words "shall include the possibility ol
preventing" the doing of certain acts without the consent of the performer. The
acts are listed later. This rules out any possibility of compulsory licenses since,
in their case. the performer would not have the possibility of preventing the acts

t

in question.

7.3. Note that the words "possibility of preventing" differ from those in the
articles dealing with protection for producers of phonograms and broadcasting
organizations. The latter have the right "to authorize or prohibit." Some think
this paradoxical, regrettable and unfair. But it is o[ course only a minimum and
national laws can go further.
7.4. The reason lor the wording in this

paragraph

is to leave

complete

freedom of choice as to the means used to implement the Convention, and to
choose those which member countries think most appropriate and best. They
may be based on any one or more of a number o[ legal theories: law of
employment, of personality, of unfair competition or unjust enrichment, etc.
and of course, ilthey wish, an exclusive right. The important thing is that those
means achieve the purpose of this Article, namely that the performer has the
possibility of preventing the acts enumerated.

I
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'l .5. The wording used also allows countries like the United Kingdom to
retain their method of protection which is by criminal law, punishing those who
make and/or use performances without consent. These countries think this

solution best and refuse the grant

of a property right in the nature of

a

copyright.

7.6. One reason is

said to be that property rights are by their nature
assignable. If musicians, for example, were able to assign their right to
authorize to some central body, for example their trade unions, they could, in
times of dispute, deprive themselves of the right to perform in record and
broadcasting studios whether or not they wished to do so. The weapon in the
hand of the union would be, it is felt, disproportionately large. In the resulting
lack of records and/or a broadcasting blackout, both the performers and the
public would suffer.

7.7.

By the simple decision to appear or not on the state or in the studio, the
performer carries in himself the exclusive right to authorize his performance.
But from the moment modern technology intervenes (phonograms, broadcasting) their performance, once fixed, may be used in ways never envisaged. It is
then that one asks whether they should not have a right, like that ofthe author
in his work, which allows him to follow its fortune, and retain a control over
their performances.

7.8.

The grant of such an exclusive right raises the fears of authors who see in

it the possibility of hindering, if not paralysing, the exercise of their own rights
over their works. In fact, the performer would be unlikely to use it to forbid the
use of his performance as it is not in his interests to do so
but merely to
- their fears that
claim further remuneration. Phonogram producers too have
such a right might be used to refuse recording altogether. They feel that the
performers usually owe their worldwide reputations to recordings, and it is the
record companies that are best able to defend their interests. But one must
remember that, without the performer, and indeed the author of the work
performed, there would be no disc or cassette. Again the broadcasting
organizations fear that the exercise of an exclusive right would be a pretext for
creating difficulties over both original broadcasts and rebroadcasts, and might,

in the end, have a harmful effect on the contractual relations which

exist

between the parties. Almost every broadcast is preceded by a contract fixing
the conditions governing it and the remuneration to be paid. Some say that the
wage-earning nature of the activity is incompatible with an exclusive right:
according to others, this is nonsense; because ofthe personal character ofhis
performance, he should have a right to say yes or no in every case.

7.9. The Rome Convention's refusal to include. in the conventional minima.
an exclusive right for performers, is said to make them appear poor relations.
second-class citizens and the like. However that may be. in order to effect a
compromis€ between the negotiating countries, it merely stipulates that the
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performer shall have the possibility of preventing a certain number
which become unlawful if done without his consent.

of

acts

I

/

7.10. Before considering what these acts are, it is worth noting a problem of
wording which is mentioned in the General Report. The question arose as to
whether the Convention should use the expression "live" performance (in the
French "ex6cution directe"). This expression is ambiguous for several reasons:
first, because "live" in English has a different connotation from "directe" in
French; second, something that is a "directe" performance for the performer
may not be "directe" for the publicl and third, because these terms have
different connotations in different countries. Several attempts to define the term
were unsuccessful and it was finally agreed not to use the expression in the
Convention.

In fact,

broadcasting programs, these days, contain few live

performances. Almost all broadcast matter is prerecorded.

Article 7. I (a) gives, with some exceptions, performers the possibility of
7 .l l.
preventing the broadcasting (sound or television) or communication to the
public of their performances without their consent.

7.12. The question of communication to the public was debated in Rome in
196 I, as the General Rcport points out. What is meant is a performance (e.g.. a
recital in a concert hall) which is transmitted to another public, not present in
the hall, by loudspeakers or by wire. It was argued that the communication to
the public of a live performance did not ordinarily involve the crossing ol'
national frontiers: it was therefore unnecessary to provide for it in a convention
limited to international situations. While the Conference recognized that cases
of this sort might be rare, it did not regard their occurrence as outside the realm
of the possible, and therefore refused to eliminate the reference. Later
developments in the realm of cable television, whereby TV programs are sent
ever-greater distances over frontiers. makes one think this was a wise decision.

I

I
I

7.13. Having set out the principle, Article 7.1 (a) provides flour exceptions in
the words "except where the performance used in the broadcasting or the
public communication is itself already a broadcast performance or is made
from a fixation": the first is when the performance has itself already been
broadcastl it is then a rebroadcast and a matter for national law (see Article

I

i
i

7.2). The second case is when the broadcast is made from a fixation: it might be

an ephemeral recording (Article l5 (c)). a commercial disc (Article l2), or a
recording made for broadcasting purposes (Article 7.2). The third exception is
when the performance communicated to the public is itself a broadcast

performance (radio and television sets in such public places as cafe s.
restaurants. hotels, shops, aircraft, etc.). The final exception is when the
communication to the public is made from a fixation (the classic case of
performance by jukebox
which, unless reserved. brings Article l2 into play).

-

I

I

!

I

I

I

i
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)

7.14. To summarize, consent is required for broadcasting and communication to the public of a "live" performance, provided no broadcasting or
recording of this performance has intervened. The model law on neighboring
rights contains provisions in this sense: performers'rights are limited to the
protection of performances which have not already been fixed or broadcast.

7.15. Article 7.1(b) allows performers to prevent the fixation of their live
performance without their permission. An example is that of an orchestra
whose weekly concert is broadcast by Irish Radio; from the broadcast, which
also takes place in the United Kingdom, a recording is made without the
orchestra's knowledge; since an international situation involving two Contracting States exists, the orchestra can pray the Convention in aid. It was
understood in Rome that consent is needed for recording any live performance,
whether broadcast or communicated to the public by wire or by any other
means. The model law follows this, covering all unfixed performances.

7.16. Article 7.1 (c) sets out three cases

in which consent tothe reproduclion

of a fixation is required.

7.17.

I

The first case (paragraph

I

(c) (i)) is where the original fixation is made

without consent. For example, a violin solo or a song forms part of a radio
programl without the consent of the soloist or singer, someone makes a
recording and sends it to a record company which launches records of it on the
market. As the General Report relates, there was some discussion as to
whether to call these records "unlawful." In the event it was decided to say
"without their (i.e., the performer's) consent." However it was understood that
paragraph I (c) (i) of Article 7 would be inapplicable in cases where, under a
national law that took advantage of Article 15. consent for a fixation was not
required because, for example, it was made for private use. Paragraph I (c) (iii)

I

alone would apply.

7.18. In the second case (paragraph I (c)(ii)), the perfiormer's consent is
for the reproduction of a phonogram if it is made for purposes

required

difTerent from those to which the performer consented. A good example is that
incorporated, without the performer's consent in the
soundtrack of a motion picture. When he agreed to be recorded, it was on the
understanding that his recording would be used in commerce, albeit in large
quantities, but not that it would be used in a film. Such use demands a further
consent from him.

of a disc which is
I
I
I

I

I

7. 19. Finally, the third case (paragraph I (c) (iii)) is when a recording is made
by virtue of one of the exceptions allowed by Article 15, but is later reproduced
for other purposes. That Article (see below) allows the Convention protection
to be abrogated in four cases. If the national law so provides, prior consent is
not needed for private use, short excerpts for current events, ephemeral fixations
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and teaching or scientific research. But any subsequent use for other purposes
called for the performer's agreement. An example often given is that of a
professor who records a radio program of an author declaiming one of the

I

I

classic tragedies; the professor makes a few copies to allow his pupils to
comment. So far so good. A recording made for private use is reproduced for
teaching. It would be different if a less scrupulous professor joined with a
record company to make and sell records of the speech to the public. This
would be a "different purpose" from those in Article 15.

7.20. Note that the first fixation may be of sound or of vision. One should not
deduce from the examples given to illustrate the Convention that it is limited to
sound alone; everything that counts for sound radio counts also for television.
Unlike the Convention, the model law on neighboring rights contains

a

definition of the term "fixation": "the embodiment of sounds, images or both in
a material form, sufficiently permanent or stable to permit it to be perceived,
reproduced, or otherwise communicated during a period of more than

transitory duration."

7.21. During the discussions in Rome, it was suggested that there might be a
fourth case, i.e., when the fixation of a performance was reproduced by a
person other than the one'authorized by the performer: thus requiring a double
that of the performer as well as the phonogram
consent in such a case
producer. In the end however
it was thought unnecessary. As the General
Report shows, the majority believed that it was sufficient to give the right of
reproduction to the producer ofthe phonogram in such cases since he could be
expected to enforce his right should anyone make unauthorized copies. It was
felt that cases in which, for some reason or other, the producer would or could
not take action, were probably so rare that they did not require coverage in the
provisions on minimum protection flor performers.

Article

7,

I

paragraph 2: Relations Between Performers and
B roadc ast

ing Organi zalions

2. (l) If broadcartlng war conrcntcd to by thc pcrformcrs, It rhall
r mrttcr for thc domcrtlc lew of thc Contractlng State whcrc
protccllon Ir clelmcd to r.tulrtc thc protcctbn e3alnst rcbroadcast-

bc

lng, ffxallon for brordcartlng pu.poscr and thc reproductlon of ruch
ftxatlon for brcadcartlng purporct.
(2) Thc tcrmr rnd condltlonr govcrnlng thc urc by broedcertlng
orgenlsatlonr of 0xrtlonr made for broedcartlng purporcs rhall bc
dctcrmlncd ln accordancc slth thc domcrtlc las of the Contrectlng
Stetc whcrc piotcctlon b clelmcd.
(3) Howcvcr, thc domatlc lew rcfcrrcd to ln rub-peregraphr (l)
and (2) of thlr pem3raph rhall not opcralc to dcprlvc pcrformcrs of
thc eblllty to control, by contnct, thclr rcletlonr *lth broadcartlng
orgenlretlonr.

I
I
I
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7.22. This second paragraph of Article 7 decreases the minimum protection
enjoyed by performers so far as their relations with broadcasting organizations
are concerned.
7

.23.

Sub-paragraphs

questions

(I

) and (2) allow a Contracting State to regulate certain

in favor of broadcasting

organizations once the performer has

to have his performance broadcast. These cover rebroadcasting,
fixation for broadcasting purposes and reproduction of such a fixation for
consented

broadcasting purposes. This does not horvever rule out the matters in question
being dealt with in contracts between the interested parties (sub-paragraph (3)).

7.24. The first two subparagraphs allow the authorities in each Contracting
state to decide if and to what extent performers who have given their consent to
the inclusion of their performances in broadcast programs may claim
protection against rebroadcasting, recording for broadcasting purposes and
making copies of such a recording for such purposes; in other words, whether
the original agreement carries with it, automatically, agreement to the other
acts. The broadcasting corporations point out that direct or deferred relays are
the normal pattern nowadays; exchange of both sound and television programs
is essential in the communication between nations; major news events are
carried by the global televisions chains (e.g., Eurovision which largely covers
western Europe and is relayed to other continents and Intervision which links
broadcasters of Eastern Europe). To give performers the chance to stop relays
of their contributions risks depriving the public of such tit-bits. For their part,
the performers say there is no question of their forbidding nor even hindering
such interchanges. But they feel that a measure of protection would enable
them to demand reasonable supplementary flees in suitable cases, for this
extension of the audience enjoying their performances. on this point it is worth
remembering that when Eurovision relays started, the broadcasting organizations claimed to have the right to relay the performances given in each of
their studios to the other members, without the consent of, or extra payments
to, the performers. However after some years of negotiations it was agreed that
artists would get a supplementary fee when national broadcasts were relayed
on Eurovision. To obtain this concession the performers'representative bodies
had to threaten to withdraw their members from taking part in programs
intended for relay on Eurovision. The Convention does not take sides on this
but leaves it to national law. Some feel however that by merely doing so, the
Convention takes the side of the broadcasting organizations.
7.25. Of course the relations between the two parties are normally the subject
matter of contracts. This fact was well known to the negotiators in Rome in
1961. Having left national legislation free to regulate the matters in
sub-paragraphs I and 2, they provided, in sub-paragraph 3, that the domestic
laws in question should not operate to deprive performers of their ability to
control, by contract, their relationship with broadcasting organizations.
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7.26. Although the Convention left these matters to domestic legislation, the
model law on neighboring rights obviously could not do the same. In the first
place it gives performers the power to stop the operation of "radio pirates"
ihose who broadcast their performances without permission simultaneously
with the authorized broadcasts. Secondly, it lays down specifically that "in the
absence of any contractual aS,reement to the contrary or of circumstances of
employment from which the contrary would normally be inferred, the
authorization to broadcast does not imply an authorization to license other
broadcasting organizations to broadcast the performance." The reference to

"circumstances of employment" envisages the case of artistes on the permanent
staff of the broadcasting organization in question, but in practice many of the
latter enjoy the same advantages as to extra remuneration as do the free-lance
performers.

I

I

7.27. It is to Article ? of the Convention that performers look for their
protection. To summarize, it gives them the opportunity of preventing lhe doing
of certain acts without their consent, namely broadcasting, communicating to
the public or making a fixation of their live performances: and the reproduction
of any such fixation if the original was not consented to, or for purposes other
than those to which they consented or are permitted by the law. The right is
always subject to the limits and exceptions laid down in the Convention.
7.28. It is worth noting that the Convention is silent, as regards all three
categories protected, on the question of moral rights. Clearly, it is the
performers who would have the strongest case for such a right, particularly to
claim to be identified by name with their performances and that these should
not be mutilated in ways likely to spoil them. It is important for the performer
to build up his reputation as a recording artist or a radio or TV star. His name
must be known to the public, and the performance with which he is identified
must not be used in such ways, or subjected to such changes as are likely to
damage that reputation. In many countries, the moral rights enjoyed by
authors have set the pattern for such protection, while in others the law of
defamation can be prayed in aid. National ideas, like national laws, vary on this
subject; and the Rome Convention does not deal with it.
7.29. The Convention protects all who perform works whatever their
of
or talent. These are matters of subjective judgment
- is
personal opinion
and have no importance so far as the Convention
eminence, merits
concerned.

-

I

I

t
t
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I

ARTICLE
Pe rJbrmc,

E

rs A c t i n g J oin t l.t'

Any Contracllnt Slrtc mry, by lts domcstlc tewc end rcautationo,
spccify lhe mlnner ln whlch pcrformerr wlll bc rcprcrentcd ln
conncrion wlth thc cxcrclcc of thclr rl3hlr If rcvcrd of thcm
parilclpete in lhe samc pcrformrncc.

8.1.

Once again, the Convention, in this Article, brings in national legislation.
concerns the manner in which artists who perform jointly should be
represented in the assertion of their rights. There are many cases in which two
or more performers are concerned.

It

8.2. Member countries are not however given a completely free hand. The
General Report sums it up neatly: the provision makes it clear that national
laws cannot deal with any

I
I

of the conditionr under which

these rights are

exercised; they must be limited to the question of how members of a group are
represented when they exercise their rights. The discussion indicated that the
use of the expression "conditions of exercise of rights" might be undesirable
in view of its connotations. particularly as used in the Berne Convention where
it is a euphemism for compulsory licensing.

8.3.

Note that the text does not oblige countries to legislate (any Contracting
. . .); they simply have the power to do so. The model law on
neighboring rights takes the opportunity; it contains provisions, identical for
single or group performances. The person giving consent must be authorized in
writing to do so; but users are excused of all criminal or civil responsibility, if
they rely. in good faith, on a consent given by a person who purports to be
authorized to give it on behalf of a group of performers. But any person who
purports to give consent without being authorized. or who acts on a consent
which he knows to be unauthorized. commits a criminal offence.
State

"may"

8.4. Performers'representatives are of many kinds: trade unions, professional
groupings, agents. It has been said that domestic laws on neighboring rights
would have been facilitated had there been, in the countries concerned,
organizations truly representative of performers and accustomed to look after
their interests in the case of group, or even individual, performances.
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ARTICLE 9

I

I

Variety and Circus Artists

I

Any Contracting Stete may, by its domcstic laws and regulations,
cxtcnd thc protcction provldcd for ln thir Convcntlon to ertists who
do not pctform litcrsry or rrtistic works.
9.

l. This Article

gives member countries the opportunity

to

enlarge the

category of performers protected (or, more accurately, reminds them to do so if
they wish). The definition of performers in Article 3 speaks of persons who
perform "literary or artistic works." The question arises whether protection
may not be extended to those whose performances are not necessarily of such
works. The Convention does not do sc, but in a sense suggests to member
countries that they might. The obvious case is that of the variety or circus artist
(clown, acrobat, juggler) who can see the value of his whole act diminished
if not destroyed, by its unauthorized filming or broadcasting. Its showing on
television will keep viewers away'from the circus or music hall. Of course, if
that act contains one of their own works (e.g., a sketch or a mime) they will
enjoy protection both under the Convention and by copyright proper.

9.3.

The great difficulty about extending protection to those who do not
perform works is to decide how far to go without making too many difficulties
for the broadcasting organizations, i.e., to keep protection within defined limits.
Some countries wish to include footballers; others only those who play in
official competitions; most refuse altogether. As to variety and circus artists,
the model law on neighboring rights omits them from the definition, but the
commentary draws attention to the power to go further.

9.4.

The General Report deals with the usefulness or otherwise of this Article.
Some delegations felt that the provision was superfluous since even without it a
State might protect such artists in its own domestic sphere if it desired to do so.
Others were of the opinion that the provision had some merit as a reminder for
countries that they were not obliged to limit protection to performers of literary

or artistic works.

I

(

!
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ARTICLE IO
Right of Reproductionfor Phonogram Producers
Produccrs of phonogramr rhal cqioy the right to authorisc or
prohibir thc dircct or hdirect rcproduction of thcir phonograms.

10.1. This Article

is the first of three dealing with protection for phonograms.

10.2. As a minimum, the Rome Convention gives producers of phonograms
the right to authorize or prohibit the reproduction of their phonograms,
whether this is done by direct or indirect means. It was understood in Rome
that this means a reproduction by use of the matrix (direct), or by use of a
record pressed therefrom, or by recording a radio or TV program which
contains a phonogram (indirect).

10.3. The fact that the Convention speaks merely of "phonograms" does not
mean that parts of phonograms can be copied with impunity. As the General
Report states the right of reproduction is not qualified, and is to be understood
as including rights against partial reproduction of a phonogram. The same
interpretation, it was agreed, should apply to the reproduction of other
fixations, and should be regarded as covering performers and broadcasters

as

well as producers of phonograms.

10.4. This Article should be read with the definition of "producer of

phonograms" in Article 3 (c). This makes it clear that the person enjoying
protection is the individual or legal entity which first fixes the sounds. Thus, in,
for example, the normal case of a recording company, it is that company and
not the various technicians and operators which it employs which is meant.
t

10.5. Unlike the Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms
Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms, drawn up in Geneva
in l97l (the Phonograms Convention), the Rome Convention contains no
express provisions against importation or the unauthorized distribution of
phonograms, and it does not cover these acts ifdone separately from the act of
unauthorized reproduction. In other words, it gives phonogram producers no
right to control the distribution of their phonograms (see, in contrast, Article l4
of the Berne Convention as regards films); nor does it forbid importation into a
Contracting State of copies which would have been infringements had they
been made in that State (compare Article 16 of the Berne Convention on the
seizure of infringing copies). It was agreed in 196 I that these matters were left
to member countries to decide.
10.6. The model law referred to above follows the Convention in this respect,
but its commentary points out the power to cover unauthorized importation or
distribution, and indeed the need to do so if the country in question intends to
join the Phonograms Convention.
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ARTICLE I I
For mal it

ies

for

P hono

grams

tf, es e condlllon of prolcctinj thc r[htr of produccrr of

phonogrems. or of pcrformcrs, or bolh, ln ttlrllon lo phonogrrmr' e
ContrrcllnS Stalc, undcr llr domcrtlc hw, rcquircr compllrncc wlth
formrlllics, thcsc rhell bc consldcrcd m ful0llcd lf ell lhc coplo ln

commc.cc of lhc publlrhcd phonogrem or lhch conlelncrr bcrr o
nollcc consisllng of thc symbotO, rccompenicd by thc ycr drle of
thc flrsl publlcrtion, placcd ln such e mlnncr u lo glvc rcesoneble
nolicc of chlm of protccllon; end lf thc coplcs or thcir contelncrr do
not idcntify thc produccr or lhc llccnscc of the produccr (by cerryln3
his neme, tredc mark or othcr .pprop.l.tc dcrlSnetion), thc nollcc
shall olso inctudc lhc neme ofthc owncr ofihe rlShli ofthc produccr;
and. furlhcrmorc, if lhc copies or lhch conlrincrc do nol ldcntlfy lhc
prlnclpd pcrformers, thc noticc rhrll rlro inc{udc thc nrmc of thc
pcrron who, in thc country in rhlch the 0retlon *lr cffcclcd' ownl
thc rlghrs of ruch pcrformcrs.
l

ll.l. This Article is

based

on Article lll of the Universal

protection.

lt

scarcely calls

for

Copyright

notice of a claim to copyright
commcnt. lt affirms the principle that

Convention regarding the use of the symbol

tc' as

to comply with any
iorr"tlny. But if Rome Convention countries' laws do. in fact. demand
phonograms are protected abroad without the need

formalities as a condition of protection, these are considered fully satisfied if the
steps set out in this Article I I are followed.

11.2. This notice afTects hoth the rights of performers and of phonogram
producers. Since commercial discs and tapes are these days normally sold in
il..r.r. jackets or boxes. which in any case bear advertising designs and
photographs, the notice can be placed on these containers rather than on the
records themselves.

11.3. Besides, it is only when the copies or their containers do not mention
the producer and the principal performet's that the notice must give the name of
the owners of rights. ln practice, in view of the information given on the
containers, the records themselves usually bear only the symbol @ and the
year of first publication. ownership of the rights is decided hy the legislation
and practices ofthe country where fixation took place.

I t.4. Following the normal pattern, Article I I applies only to phonograms
from convention countries other than the one is which protection is claimed.

Those considered as national phonograms are subject to such formalities,
any, as are demanded by national law.

{

I
I

if
{

I
I

i
I
I
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I1.5.

I
I

)
)

The Convention imposes no obligation to demand formalities of any
As
kind.
the General Report makes clear. it was understood by all in Rome
that this Article does not require Contracting States to enact domestic
legislation requiring formalities for the protection of performers or recorders in
connection with phonograms. It was also clearly understood that, in countries
where no formalities are required as a condition of protection, convention
protection must be granted even if the phonogram does not bear the notice
specified by the Convention.

I1.6. The model law on neighboring rights contains a provision. the optional
nature o[ which is made clear in the commentary, on the lines of Article I l. It
seems sensible that phonograms fixed or published in Rome Convention
countries should bear this notice prescribed by Article I I even if their national
law does not demand it. This is in order to ensure that they are not pirated in
other member countries that do. Although few countries in fact insist on

lormalities to protect phonograms, this Article standardizes the form of notice,
and almost all containers these days carry the symbol @ which has become as
familiar as the symbol o in the case of copyright.
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12

Secondary Uses of Phonograms

lf e

phonogram publishcd

for commetcial purposes, or

a

reproduction of such phonogram, is urcd directly for broadcasting or
for any communicstion to thc public, a rlngle equitablc ranuneration
shall be paid by the user to thc pcrformcrs, or to the producers ofthc
phonograms, or to both. Domestic larr may, in thc abscnce of
.gnccmcnt bctwcen thesc partfu3, lay down the conditions ss lo the
sharing of this remuneration.

12.1. This is undoubtedly the most important provision in the Convention
its focal point, although performers attach even greater importance to Article-7.
It deals with "secondary uses" of phonograms. This expression is not to be
found in the Convention but it is generally used to cover the use of records for
communication to the public and for broadcasting. The subject gave rise to
prolonged discussions in the period of run-up to Rome (Geneva 1956, Monaco
1957, The Hague 1960). The General Report of the 196l meeting recites that it
was undoubtedly the most difficult of questions before the Conference; since
then discussion has continued unabated as to both the effect and the practical
application of Article 12.
12.2. When a phonogram which has been published for commercial purposes
is used directly for broadcasting or communication to the public, Contracting
States have three possibilities. These are to assure the payment by the user of
an equitable remuneration (i) to the performers or (ii) to the producer of the
phonogram or (iii) to both. In any case, the payment is a single one to be
shared if necessary. Further, the provision is optional in the sense that member
countries may exclude it in whole or in part (see below Article 16). Each
country must therefore make its own choice of the path to follow between the
various claims, decide to accept or reject the Article, and, if the former, provide
for its practical application.
12.3. The Article is the result of a compromise between the many interests
involved and the national legal systems. The participants in the Rome
Conference chose this system of setting out the principle and allowing for
reserve, rather than that of leaving it all to national laws. In the result,
secondary uses may be excluded in toto by virtue of Article 16; if not,
Contracting States are offered a bundle of possibilities as to the grant of
remuneration and its application in practice.

I

12.4. Note that the Convention does not offer, as an alternative to
of an exclusive right. It speaks only of a single

remuneration, the grant

equitable remuneration, payable by the user to the beneficiaries named in the
I
i
i
l

I

i
I

I
I
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national law (within the limits set out in the Convention). Note too that,
because of Article 19, performers may enjoy rights only in "exclusively aural"
fixations of sound which find their way to the commercial market. As a result,
one school of thought considers that to grant an exclusive right or otherwise
enlarge the scope of protection for secondary uses would be to modify
profoundly the shape and purpose of the Convention and risk destroying the
balance attained between the various interests (i.e., not only the three categories

which benefit from the Convention, but also the authors) on which

I

)

i

a

harmonious development of conventional protection depends. Nevertheless one
must look at the legislation of member countries on this point. There are those
which go beyond a simple right to remuneration and these would no doubt
hotly deny that they were in any way in breach of the letter or spirit of the
Convention in doing so. Some give the phonogram producer a copyright in his

sound recording which allows him to control not only the amount of
remuneration but the extent to which his records are used for broadcasting or
communication to the public ("needle time"). Others give performers a right to
remuneration for any use, direct or indirect, ofthe phonogram or give them the
right to authorize its use for all purposes to which they have not already
consented. It seems therefore, in the light of this, that it is in order for national
laws to go further in this while respecting in international relations the minima
provided for in the Convention.

r

I

12.5. The principle of Article l2 is that equitable remuneration must be paid
by the user for secondary uses. But there are three conditions, as regards the
kind ofphonogram, the character ofthe use and its purpose.

t

12.6. As is clear not only from the General Report but from the text itself, not
all phonograms are included. The Article applies only to published phonograms
and then only if publication was for commercial purposes (one must look to
Article 3 (d) for the definition of publication). It does not cover, for example,
recordings made by broadcasting organizations for their own broadcasts. Only
commercial discs and cassettes, magnetic tapes, etc., are covered, the question
of the commercial purpose, if disputed, being a matter for the courts.

I

12.7. The second condition is that the use must be "direct." This means that
the person who takes the decision to make use of the phonogram is the one
called upon

to pay. As the General Report

points out, use by way of

rebroadcasting would not be a direct use. The rebroadcaster is not called upon
to make a second payment. However, as the report makes clear. the mere
transfer by a broadcasting organization of a commercial disc to tape and the
broadcast from the tape, would not make the use indirect.

12.8. The third and last condition is that the phonogram in question must be
used for broadcasting, or for "any communication to the public." Other uses
are not covered.

I
I

i
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So far as broadcasting is concerned. payment of the remuneration is
very often a matter of contract; in default of agreement, laws usually provide
for the tariff being fixed by a competent authority or a tribunal. The amount
may be a lump sum indexed to the cost of living or revised periodically. This is
usually the case with state radio. With commercial radio, it may be based on
other factors such as the revenue (gross or net) from advertising or the times at
which the advertising spots are broadcast. In either case other factors play their
part in determining the amount: number of times a broadcast takes place and
for how long, comparative costs of live broadcasts and by utilizing records.
profits made by the organization. probable number of listeners, population of
the area covered, etc. All these factors may affect the final decision as to the
sum to be paid.

12.9.

12.

10. As to

communication

I

I

I

I

I

to the public, there may be difficulties.

particularly in collecting the sums due from the users of the commercial discs.

Here again there are

a

number

of

different factors determining the

remuneration: type of use, duration of the license, etc. The payments made to
authors and composers for licenses to perform their works in public provide a
pattern often followed: indeed sometimes the sums payable for neighboring
rights are a percentag,e of those paid for copyright. In the absence of
contractual agreement these are fixed by competent authorities or by the law
itself.

l2.ll. A certain amount of case law has already g,rown up as regards
secondary uses of records for both broadcasting and public performance.
There are court decisions on the amounts payable and on the interpretation of
the laws in force on this subject.

12.12. Having laid down the principle of payment. and the conditions for it,
Article l2lists the beneficiaries, i.e., performers and/or record-makers. As has
already been said, Contracting States have a choice between three solutions:
payment to one or to the other or to both. Whatever the decision. it is a single
amount that is payable. The purpose is to save the broadcasting organizations
and other users from having to deal with a number of different beneficiaries.
However many are entitled to claim a share, the user has only a single sum to
pay'
12. 13. Not all member countries adopt the same solution to the problems
posed. But the usual practice, it seems. is to adopt what is probably the
simplest, namely to place the onus on the phonographic industry of collecting
the sums payable both on its own account and on that of the performers. This
solution has practical merits. It is easier for the user to deal with the producers
with their huge international catalogues, and relatively simple for them to
distribute fairly since they are well informed of the identity of those whom they
recorded. This is the solution adopted by the model law on neighboring rights.

I
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The remuneration is payable to the producer of the phonogram; but, unless
otherwise agreed, he is obliged to pay half that amount to the performers.

I

12.14. Article l2 gives domestic law the task of deciding on the conditions for
sharing remuneration, but only if there is no agreement on this point. The
accent is on agreement and, in many countries, this has in fact been achieved
both as to collection and distribution of the sums due for secondary uses of
phonograms. As to sharing, bodies representing performers and the record
industry respectively on both national and international level have reached an
accord. Briefly this is that, in countries where both are entitled by law to a
share, the net proceeds for both broadcasting and public performance are
divided equally. Where the law gives the right to only one of the two parties it
must hand on to the other one-third ofthe net proceeds from broadcasting. But
it has been agreed between the internationally represented bodies that, if the
broadcast took place in a Rome Convention country, this one-third is increased
to one half. Of course, where the principle of equal division receives general
approval, there is nothing to stop governments providing a greater share for the
performers. So far as receipts from communication to the public are concerned,
division of these is left to the interested parties on the national level. Finally,
sums due to performers who 'cannot be identified or traced remain in the
country where they were collected, and may be used for the general good of the
profession.

12.15. The Convention leaves open the proportion into which any shares
should be divided. But the usual share is half to each party and, as has been
seen, this, in the absence of agreement, is what the model law provides.
12.16. To recapitulate, a single equitable remuneration is payable when
commercial records are used for broadcasting or for any other communication
to the public. The right to this remuneration is a matter for the law of the
Contracting State where it is due; the beneficiaries may be performers,

I

record-makers, or both; usually collection is a matter for the record industry;
distribution takes place according to principles agreed between the two parties
or fixed by law. In practice it is desirable to provide the machinery necessary
for putting Article l2 into operation (creation of collecting societies specifically
charged with collection and distribution of the sums payable, or even entrusting
to the already existing authors' collecting societies, the task of acting as agents
so charged). International relations will be facilitated by a reciprocal agreement
made between societies of this sort.

12.17. There is one more burning question which the Convention leaves
open: must the remuneration due to performers be distributed to each
individually, or may it go to a collectivity of performers to be used for common
or social purposes for the benefit of the profession as a whole? Article 12,
which merely says "to the performers" is vague: the word "to" permits a

I
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number of interpretations. It would certainly seem, from a logical point of view,

that the remuneration should be payable only to those who have contributed
their performances to the records used for broadcasting or public performance.
However, some performers' representative bodies take the line that, because of
the harm caused by secondary uses ofphonograms, the money should be paid
to those who suffer therefrom, because of their loss of employment
opportunities. The Convention does not, in terms, forbid member countries to
ignore individual rights and set up collecting systems on the grounds that,
because secondary uses damage the profession as a whole, it is the proper
subject for compensation. If this view is taken, a mutual assistance fund can be
created; such a solution could, in developing countries, be of help to local
artistes. The model law on neighboring rights discusses, in its commentary, this
possibility.

I

,l

12.18. Thus Article 12, coupled with the power given by Article 16 to reserve
it in whole or in part, is a compromise between a number of interests. It seems
worthwhile to review briefly the merits of the case for each.

12.19. The actors, musicians and other artistes put forward a number of
reasons to justify their claim to remuneration for, if not a right to say yes or no
to, the broadcasting and public communication of their recorded performances.
A few examples are enough to set the scene. The use of discs in the make-up of
broadcasting programs almost certainly diminishes, to the same extent, the
opportunity to give live performances. If the broadcasting organizations were
unable to rely on commercial discs, they would have to employ more

1

orchestras, vocal groups and soloists. And even if, in the beginning, the
broadcasting of his recording provides useful publicity for the performer' its
plugging over a period of weeks or months makes it boring and distasteful to
the public. Again if a disc intended to give pleasure to individual ears is
broadcast, the auditorium becomes much greater than that envisaged when the
recording was made.

12.20. Communication to the public too is not without effect. A virtuoso
receives the plaudits of the crowd for his live performance; he then goes on
tour. If his "act" has been the subject of a widely-diffused recording, his
potential audience may decide that they have no need to hear it again in the

concerts he gives. However this can work the other way: publicity acquired
creates a demand to see the artist in the flesh and participate in person in his
performance. This is particularly true of the classics, ballet, and even the great
stars of light music. But there is another more serious effect: records take the
place of bands at private dances, in dance halls and in cabarets. These merely
become discotheques. The bar pianist and the string quartet in the Palm Court
tend to disappear, although there are those who would like to see them back in
their accustomed places.

i
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12.21. Thus the results of this use of records are less opportunities for artists.
to come by and they suffer from technological

Jobs are lost and harder

unemployment, while, moreover, they get no share of the profits made by those

who use their recordings. They are faced in the entertainment market with
competition from records to which, paradoxically, they have themselves
contributed.

12.22. The phonogram producers plead a different case. The use ofdiscs on
radio means they are playing to a vast public. This can have an effect on sales:
either fewer people buy, because they have already heard the recording on the
air or because, although they liked it at first, they are now fed up with its
constant plugging. These factors can mar the prospects of a disc. The record
companies would therefore like to exercise control over the use to which their
goods are put. They point out that their commercial discs form a large part of
radio programs. Indeed, some broadcasting stations rely on them so heavily
that they could not function at all without them. They have put the records to a
purpose other than that for which they were originally intended and this calls,
at the very least, for the makers' participation in the resulting profits.
12.23. Public performances too (in shops, supermarkets, offices, aircraft and
"music while you work" in factories, etc.) are an extension of the original
purpose. This in turn merits a further payment, especially since the users, by
replacing men by machines, have saved a lot of money.

12.24. Other considerations move the broadcasting organizations. This
Article l2 is of no value to them. Quite the reverse: the Article may force them
to pay for the use they make of commercial records. Their case is that their
broadcasts provide an excellent springboard from which novelties can take off
and therefore the best possible advertising medium for the sale of discs. The
fact that the record companies send them free samples of their wares proves
this without doubt. Indeed in some countries the record-makers go so far as to
send "sweeteners" to the broadcasting organizations in order to ensure that
specified records are included in their broadcast programs. This is true also of
the use of discs in jukeboxes. In fact, they say, the remuneration should pass in
a direction opposite to that laid down in the Convention. The free publicity they
give should offset any payments due for secondary uses, or at least be taken
into account in calculating them.

12.25. The broadcasting bodies stress the important role played by their
in cultural, educational and social life, particularly in developing

programs

countries. There are many among these which have no recording industry and
would therefore have to make payments without receiving anything in return.
The remuneration Article 12 could force them to make to foreign record
companies would create balance of payment problems (which the reserve
allowed by Article 16 would permit them to escape or mitigate). The purse the

I
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broadcasters use to pay for their programs is not bottomless; a multiplicity of
rights, even if only to remuneration, could land them in lawsuits, prove
mutually stultifying and generally hamper their activities.

12.26. Finally the authors; they too have their fears. Music users, they say,
set aside certain resources to pay for royalties (no matter whether these are for
copyright or neighboring rights
they know no difference). If performers and
- in the pie as well as composers, the latter
record-makers are allowed a finger
will get a smaller piece. Their revenues will therefore decrease, either because

more people share the available cake or because, if the size of the total
payments demanded is too great, the music user in question will cut down or
g
cease altogether his activities. If, in the same material object
the 1sge1d
- record-makers)
number of rights subsist (those of authors, performers and
there will be less for authors; they will have to share with the others or find that

I

i

the records are not performed in public at all. [n either case they lose.

12.27. It is impossible to give a categoric answer to the questions whether
copyright revenues are decreased by the sums paid to performers and
record-makers, or whether these would be greater were it not for the
participation of the latter. One cannot say whether the one has an influence on

the other since they depend upon the attitude ofthe user; and to ask whether, in
given circumstances, a sum might be greater or less is to pose a hypothetical
question which can be neither proved nor refuted. Secondly all secondary uses
are not the same. Compare broadcasting organizations and discotheques. Some
must make use of commercial discs by the very nature of their businesses. To
others they are merely useful adjuncts. By and large, it appears that payments
to performers and record-makers are justified when those who use the records
do so primarily for gain.

I

I

12.28. This review of the main arguments advanced in support of each case
shows a delicate balance achieved in international relations by Article 12. As
has already been said, each State must review the arguments, weigh the
importance of each and eventually choose, from the bundle of solutions the
Convention offers, that which seems fairest and best suited to its own economic
situation.
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ARTICLE
M inimum

13

R ig ht s for B roadc as

t

ing

O

r gani

Broadcasting organiretions shell enJoy thc rlghr

z a t io

ns

to authorisc or

prohibit:

(a) rhe rcbroadcarting of thcir broadcartr
(6) thc ftxation ofthelr brordcastc;

;

(c) the reproduction:
(i) of ffxations, madc wlthout thcir conscnt, of thcir broedcasts;
(ii) of ftxations, mrdc ir eccordancc rith thc provisions of Article 15,
of thcir broadcasts, lf thc rcproduction ir madc for purposes
dlffcrcnt from thorc refcrcd to in thosc provisionc;

(d) the communication to thc public of thcir televislon broadcasts

if

ruch communication is madc in placcs acccssiblc to thc public agrinst
piymcnt of an entrancc fce; it shall bc e mattcr for thc domcstic larr
of thc Strtc whcrc protcctlon of thir right k clrimcd to dctcrminc the
conditions under which it may bc cxcrclscd.

13.1. This Article lays down the minimum rights to be enjoyed by
third category of beneficiaries under the
convention. It ensures them the exclusive right to authorize or prohibit a

broadcasting organizations, the

number of activities in the realm of broadcasting.

13.2. Paragraph (a) allows them to control rebroadcasting (see Article 3 (f)
and (g) for the meaning). Rebroadcasting must be simultaneous, although there

is nothing to

prevent member countries' laws prohibiting also deferred

rebroadcasting, in which case (b) applies.

13.3.

Secondly, under (b), they can also authorize or forbid the fixation of

their broadcasts.

It

was agreed

in

196

I that this included a part of the

broadcast, although no position was taken on whether a single still photograph
taken from the screen constituted such a part. This is left to national laws to
decide (see the General Report). omission of the right to control the taking of
still photographs can be damaging to the broadcasters, particularly in the news
field. Leaving the press, who are in a sense competitors, free to take and publish
photographs of news events or the winning goal in the world cup competition
from the TV screen does not make for good relations between them.

13.4. Thirdly, they can stop the reproduction of fixations made without
consent or made under the exceptions provided in Article l5 if the reproduction
is for a different purpose. This provision has its parallel, as regards performers,
in Article 7. As there, it was agreed that Article 13 (c) (ii) rather than Article
I 3 (c) (i) applies in cases where , under Article l5 the fixation was made without
the consent ofthe broadcaster.
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13.5. Finally, paragraph (d) accords the right to permit or forbid the
communication to the public of television broadcasts if this is done in places
accessible to the public on payment of an entry fee. The reasoning behind this is
as follows: some cafes, hotels and cinemas, in order to attract clients, offer the

showing of television programs, charging something for the privilege of
watching. In doing so, they are using the broadcast for their own gain. State
occasions (e.g., a coronation) are sometimes shown in this way, but it is more
often sporting events. As regards the latter, this public showing has the effect of
reducing the "gate" and hence the takings for the sports promoters who are
inclined therefore to refuse their permission to televise the event unless the
broadcasting organization can control where it is publicly shown, e.g., within a
certain radius of the place where the event is taken place. Once there is a
television set in most homes, the problem becomes, of course, less acute.

13.6. Note the two conditions: it covers only "places accessible to the
public"; and there must be a fee payable for entry to the place where the
showing takes place. The fact that there is a charge for meals, drinks, etc., is
not enough.

13.7. In any case, the conditions are left to domestic law to lay down. The
model law on neighboring rights does not include this right at all (since Article
16 allows it to be reserved), but the commentary draws attention to the fact
that it is included in the, albeit optional, conventional minima for broadcasting
organizations.
13.8. An important omission from Article l3 is the right to control

retransmission of the broadcast program by wire (the definition of broadcasting in Article 3 (f) speaks of "wireless means"). The question whether the
transmission of a program by means of a space satellite with a view to it being
seen by the public constitutes "broadcasting" within that definition is a matter
of controversy.

I
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ARTICLE

14

Minimum Duration of Protection
Thc term of protection to bc grantcd under this Convention shall
last at least until the cnd of a pcriod of twenty ycars computed from
the cnd ofthc year in which:
(a) lhc ftxation was made
for phonograms and for performences incorporated therein ;
(D) the pcrformence took placc
for pcrformances not incorporated in phonograms;
(c) the broadcast took place
for broedcests.

-

)
)

14.1. This Article describes the term of protection for the three categories of
beneficiaries. The duration, twenty years, is the same for each, but the starting
points differ.

It is clear from the text

minimum.

-

"at least"

-

that this is only

a

14.2. As the General Report points out, the Article on the duration of
protection in The Hague draft provided that duration was to be determined by
the law of the country where protection was claimed. It also contained a

provision for "comparison of terms," under which no country would be
required to grant protection for a longer period than that fixed by the country
of origin. The Rome Conference decided that the latter two provisions were
superfluous and omitted them from the Convention.

I

14.3. It goes without saying that duration is determined by the law of the
country in which protection is claimed, since this result is implicit in the
provision on national treatment (see Article 2). It is also clear that each
member country can give a longer term than that prescribed. But suppose it
grants a shorter term for its own nationals. Does the national treatment
provision allow it to do the same thing for other Convention nationals? The
answer is no. This Article is intended to guarantee, to the three categories
protected, the minimum term set out.

14.4. As to the comparison of terms,

the Conference concluded that it might

be of real importance only in the case of secondary use rights. It noted however

t

that this situation is adequately covered by Article 16, paragraph I (a) (iv),
which expressly permits material reciprocity with respect to duration.
Comparison of terms was not considered essential with respect to the right of
reproduction of fixations, mainly because, in most countries, unauthorized
reproduction is regarded as an act of unfair competition, without any
well-defi ned time limits.

14.5. National laws in force in

196

I

differed as to duration and a term

betweeu the extremes was therefore adopted, namely twenty years. As to the
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starting point, for phonograms and the performances recorded in them, it is
twenty years from the end of the year in which the fixation was made.
Performers and phonogram producers thus enjoy the same term and the record

falls into the public domain on the same date for both. For unfixed
performances and for broadcasts it is twenty years from the end of the calendar

year the performance, or the broadcast, as the case may be, took place, in
accordance with Article 6.

14.6.

The model law on neighboring rights does not fix any term of protection

but makes it clear that the period chosen must not be less than twenty years.
On starting points it follows this Article.

I
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51

15

Permitted Exceptions

Article

15,

paragraph 1: Specific Limitations

l. Any Contractlnt Strtc mey, ln lts domcstic lewr

and

rcgulatlons, provide for cxccptionr to the protcction guarantccd by
thir Convcntion as rcgerdr:
(a) privatc usc;
(D) urc ofrhort erccrp$ Lt conncxlon wlth thc rcporting ofcurrcnt
cvents;

(c) ephcmcrel ffxetion by a brordcerting organlratlon by mcans of
Its osn feclllticr and for

lr

own b?ordcrrtr;

(d) urc solcly for thc purpuca of tcrching or rclcntlffc rcscerch.

15.1. The Rome Convention, like that of Berne, allows member countries to
impose limitations on the conventional minimum rights. The exceptions are
applicable to all three categories ofbeneficiaries.
15.2. The first, in sub-paragraph (a) covers private use. It follows the
copyright pattern meaning use other than public use or use for profit. So far as
performers are concerned, it really only arises if their performances are
recorded. A singer performs to a group of friends; he might even, at a pinch,
receive a fee. But there is no risk to him unless his songs are recorded and used
in a way he does not like. As to phonogram producers, the ease with which
recordings of high quality can be made these days places the idea of private use
in a new dimension. Intergovernmental bodies have gone into the question in
depth and outlined suggestions as to how national laws should deal with it. This
exception, like those that follow, is after all a matter for domestic law.
15.3. The second exception, in sub-paragraph (b), allows the use of short
extracts for reporting current events. The model is in Article l0Drs of the Berne
Convention which many countries have followed. News reporting should not
be hampered because of performances of works picked up more or less
incidentally during the coverage. The classic example is that of a military band
playing at a reception for a Head of State or at a sporting event. The television
cameras inevitably take parts of the band's performance. It would be foolish to
allow the bandsmen to forbid the recording or broadcasting of such extracts.
I

On this point, the Berne Convention adds "to the extent justified by the
informatory purpose" leaving the courts with some latitude of decision. The
same is true of "short excepts." To take an example often quoted, it is for the
courts to decide whether the broadcasting in toto ofthe overture to an opera in
order to give the flavor of the work as a whole is or is not the use of a short
excerpt, and whether the repetition, as a sort of leit-motiv, of a well-known
record during news broadcasts may be considered a valid exception to this
protection.
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15.4. The third exception (sub-paragraph (c))

covers ephemeral recordings

made by broadcasting organizations by means of their own facilities and for
their own broadcasts. This, like the others, follows the Berne Convention
(paragraph 3 of Article I lDrs) and the same considerations apply as in
copyright proper: ephemeral in character, recording made by the broadcasting
organization and not for it, use only for its own broadcasts and not for those of
others. The purpose is to meet a technical difficulty: to allow sound and
television channels to make their own recordings of matter which they have
already been authorized to broadcast, in order to defer programs, allow for
time delays and generally make the best use of their transmitting apparatus.

I

i
(

The model law on neighboring rights applies this exception to the rights of both

performers and phonogram producers.

To

make things simpler

for

the

broadcasting organizations, it suggests the time for destroying such recordings
should be the same as applies to "ephemeral" recordings of copyright works.

15.5. Finally, sub-paragraph (d) allows Contracting States to

refuse

protection against use solely for the purpose of teaching or scientific research.
Again the multilateral copyright conventions provide the model. The Berne
Convention for example, in its Article l0 (2) allows member countries to

"permit the utilization, to the extent justified by the purpose, of literary or

artistic works by way of illustration in the publications, broadcasts, or sound or
visual recordings for teaching, provided such utilization is cornpatible with fair
practice." Furthermore, both the Berne and Universal Conventions contain
special exceptions applying only to developing countries, allowing a system of
compulsory licenses to reproduce or translate works for the purpose of
teaching, scholarship or research. It seems likely that, if called upon to decide
on the scope of this exception, the courts would be guided by the spirit of the
rules applicable to copyright.

15.6. These are not the only exceptions allowed by the Convention.

l
I

I

i
I

I

i

The

second paragraph of Article l5 starts with the words "irrespective of paragraph I

of this Article," which confirms its unlimited character.
1

Article

I

5,

paragraph 2: Equiualents with Copyright

2. Irrespective of paragraph I of this Article' .ny Contracting
State may, in its domestic laws and regulations, provide for lhe samc
kinds of limitations with regard to the protcction of performers,

producers of phonograms and broadcasting organisations, as it
provides for, in its domestic laws and regulations' in connexion with
the protection of copyright in litcrary and artistic works. However,
compulsory licences may be provided for only to the extent to which

I

I

1

thcy are compatible with this Convention.
!

15.7. This paragraph permits provisions in national laws allowing exceptions
other than those set out in paragraph I above if those laws provide for such
exceptions to copyright. The four specific exceptions in paragraph I are those
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mainly used to limit authors' rights, but there may be other minor ones, and
this paragraph avoids neighboring rights owners being treated better than
authors in the matter of exceptions.

15.8.

The General Report of the 196

I

Conference recites that

il

for example,

the copyright statutes of a Contracting State allow free quotation for the
purposes of criticism, or free use for charitable purposes, that State could allow
the same exceptions with regard to the protection of performers, producers of

phonograms, or broadcasting organizations.
I

15.9. This is merely an option given to members countries: they are under no
obligation to create an exact equivalent. They might for example feel that there
was no need to allow the copying of phonograms simply for the purposes of
criticism. But the paragraph was intended to act as a hint to the member States
that they should in principle consider treating both copyright and neighboring
rights equally in this respect. The model law on neighboring rights, after setting
out specific exceptions, has a general provision based on the thinking behind
this paragraph. But it suggests in its commentary that States might preferably
consider instead listing each exception separately.

l5.l0. The paragraph however in its final phrase makes it clear that this
power to provide equivalent exceptions is itself limited: the only compulsory
licenses allowed are those permitted by the Convention itself.
15.I

l.

As the General Report points out, the acts enumerated in paragraph I

of Article ? require consent by the performer. The institution of a compulsory
license system would therefore be incompatible with the Convention since,
under such a system, a performer could not prevent, but would have to tolerate,

the acts in question. On the other hand, such a system would, it seems, be
possible as regards the acts mentioned in paragraph 2 of that Article if such a
system operated as a limitation on copyright.

15.12. As regards phonograms, the commentary on the model law points out
that, if a country wishes to be bound by the Phonograms Convention, Article 6
of that Convention imposes three conditions on the power to grant compulsory
licenses, and these would have to be taken into account.
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16

Reseruations

l. Any State, upon bccoming party to this Convcntion, shell bc
bound by all the obligations and shall cqioy all thc bencfits thcrcof.
Howcvcr, a Statc may rt any tim., in a notiftcetion dcposited with the
Sccrctary-Gencral ofthe Unitcd Netions, dcclarc that:
(a) as rcgards Articlc 12:
(i) it will not apply the provisions of that Article;
(ii) it will not apply the provisions of that Article in respcct of certain
(iii)

uscs;
as regards phonograms thc produccr ofwhich is not a national
another Contracting State, il will not spply that Article;

of

(iv) as regards phonograms thc producer of which is a national of
another Contracting Stete, it will limit the protection provided for
by that Article to the extent to which, and to the term for which,
the lattcr State grants prol.ction to phonograms ffrst fixed by a
national of thc State making the declaration; howeyer, the fact
that the Contracting State of which the producer is e nstional
does not grant thc protcction to thc samc beneficiary or
beneficiaries as thc State meking the declaration shall not be
considered as a difference in ihe extent ofthe protection;
(D) as regards Articlc 13, it will not apply item (d) of that Artlcle; if
a Contracting State makes such a declaration, thc other Conttacting
States shall not be obliged to grant thc right rcfcrred to in Article 13,
item (d), to broadcasting organisations whose headquarters are in ahat
State.

2. If the notiftcation referred to in paragraph I of this Article is
made aftcr the date of the deposit of the instrument of ratification,
acceptance or accession, the declaration will become effective six
months after it has been deposited.
16. l. In the comments on earlier articles, mention has several times been
made of Article l6 which shows the importance it has in the structure of the
Convention. This is for two reasons. By allowing certain reservations. it lessens
the compulsory obligations of member countries and this makes accession to
the Convention possible for the largest possible number of States.

16.2. The first paragraph starts with a general proposition: each State, on
becoming a party to the Convention, is deemed to accept all its obligations and.
of course, enjoy all its benefits. This is the normal rule and there is strictly no
need to say it; but it serves to introduce the reservations which are in lact
permitted.
16.3.

i
I
I

The only reservations allowed are in relation to Articles l2 and 13. On

these member countries are offered a choice.

16.4.

Sub-paragraph (a) deals with Article l2

-

remuneration for secondary

uses of phonograms. Each Contracting State is given lour options listed below.
I

i
I
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16.5.

6l

The first (a) (i) is to rule out altogether the application of that Article

no payment whatever for secondary uses. If, in such a State, commercial
recordings are used for broadcasting or communication to the public, nothing
is payable to performers or to record-makers.

16.6. The second (a) (ii), is to refuse remuneration for "certain uses." The
General Report makes it clear that a country may decide not to grant

I

payments in the case of uses in broadcasting or in the case of public
communication or in the case of certain kinds of broadcasting or public
communication. Domestic laws may provide for payment only in the case of
communication to the public or only for broadcasting. In developing countries
for example, the tendency is to confine the grant of remuneration for the use of
commercial phonograms to cases where the broadcasting or other public
communication is done for commercial ends, thus providing what is felt to be a
reasonable compromise between the various interests. Of course, each country
is free to make its own choice having regard to its own situation.

16.7.

I

Under the third option, set out in sub-paragraph (a) (iii), any State may
l2 as regards phonograms the producer of
which is not a natipnal of another Contracting State. It will be remembered that

declare that it will not apply Article

Article 5 contains three points of attachment for phonograms: those of
nationality, place of fixation and place of first publication. This allows, for the
nationality. Note
purposes of Article 12, the application of only one of these
either to the
that in a State which makes such a declaration, nothing is payable
producer or to the performers, notwithstanding that the State in question grants
such remuneration, unless, ofcourse, the producer is a convention national.

16.8. Finally, by the fourth option (a) (iv), a State which grants payment for
secondary uses for phonograms the producers of which are nationals of
another Contracting State, may limit protection to the extent to which the latter
State protects nationals

of the former. This is usually called material

reciprocity. No Contracting State must give more than it receives. Note that
the term of protection is specifically mentioned as well as its extent.

16.9. Without this opportunity to apply material reciprocity, a State which
l2 in toto would be at a disadvantage compared with one which
does not apply it at all ((a) (i)) or limits its application ((a) (ii) and (iii)).
Nationals of such States can expect no more than their own countries give. To
take two examples: State A makes this declaration in (a) (iv); State B applies
Article 12 without reservation; State C rules Article 12 out altogether. A
commercial phonogram made by a national of State B is broadcast in State A;
there is material reciprocity and payment may be claimed. The same is not true
of a phonogram made by a national of State C, since his own country gives no
remuneration and there is no reciprocity. Second example: State A limits
remuneration to cases of use in broadcasting; State B makes no reservation; the
accepts Article
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performers and/or producer of a State B recording can only claim, in State A,
for broadcasting use; whereas those of State A can claim payment, in State B,
for both broadcasting and public communication.
16. 10. However, the second phrase in sub-paragraph (a) (iv) places a limit on
material reciprocity. As the General Report points out, it may not be applied
with respect to the beneficiaries. A State that grants protection to both
performers and producers may not refuse protection to a State that protects
only the performer or producer. Also, a State that grants protection only to the
producer may not refuse protection to a State that grants protection only to the

performer and vice versa.

I

16. I l. Thus, if State A provides for payment only to performers, State B only
to phonogram producers, and State C to both, there is no difference between
the three States as to the "extent" of protection, and material reciprocity

cannot be applied in relations between them.

16.12. The second category of reservations permitted by Article l6 relate to
item (d) of Article 13 which gives broadcasting organizations protection
against the performance in public of their television broadcasts: Article
16 (i) (b) allows any Contracting State to declare that it will not apply that
item. As has been seen, Article l3 (b) is of importance mainly in the case of the
televising of sporting events where there is a case for giving a control to the
broadcasting organizations. Given the great difficulty in drawing demarcation
lines between cases in which the right can and cannot be exercised, the
Convention adopts an all or nothing solution. Contracting States either apply
Article l3 (d) as it stands or reject it altogether.
16.13. The other Contracting States are not obliged to grant that protection
television programs coming from a broadcasting organization whose
headquarters is in the State rejecting Article 13 (d). Thus, as with secondary

to

uses of phonograms, reciprocity is provided for.

"at any time" and not just
acceptance, or accession are
deposited. As the General Report points out this is intended to allow countries
to introduce a reservation after thel' had adhered to the Convention, if changes
in their domestic law make this desirable.

16.14. Note that

these reservations may be made

at the time the instruments of ratification,

16.15. In this case, the declaration deposited with the United Nations
becomes effective, according to paragraph 2, six months after its deposit. This
is longer than the period in Article 25; it was chosen to allow other States to
know of pending reservations and take the necessary steps. The period is the
same as that in Article 5 (3).

i

i
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ARTICLE

17

Certain Countries Applying Only the "Fixation" Criterion
Any Statc which, on Octobcr 26, 1951, tiint! protcction to
produccrs of phonograms rolcly on thc barlr of thc criterion of
ffxation may, by a notlffcetion dcporltcd wlth tbc Sccrrtery-Gcncrrl
of thc Unitcd Nations at thc tlmc of ratl0crtlon, rcccptance or
accession, declarc that lt wlll apply, for thc purporcr ofArticlc 5, thc
criterion of fixatlon alonc and, for thc purposes of paragraph I (a) (|il)
and (iv) of Articlc 16, thc critcrlon offfxatlon lnstcad ofthc critcrion
of nationality.

17.1. This provision refers back to Article 5 regarding the points of

attachment for producers of phonograms. It does two things: allows certain
countries to apply the single criterion of fixation instead of the two criteria
demanded by Article 5; and to permit the same countries to substitute the
criterion of fixation for that of nationality in Article l6 (i) (a) (iii), (iv).

17.2. It will be remembered that all Contracting States are bound to protect
phonograms of which the producer is a national of another Contracting State.
Of the three criteria this one is obligatory. However, as an exceptional matter,
States whose laws at the date of the Convention provided protection only on
the basis of the place of fixation of the phonogram are allowed to become
parties to the Convention without changing their law on this point.
17.3. This power of reservation is circumscribed in two

ways. The operativg

date is October 26, 1961, the date the Convention was signed in Rome, and not
that of joining the Convention. (It was in fact inserted to accommodate the
Scandinavian countries which had recently passed new laws on neighboring
rights.) Provisions of this sort are to be found in other Conventions, notably in
Article 7 (7) of the (much earlier) Berne Convention, where the subject is
duration of copyright, and Article 7 ( ) of the (later) Phonograms Convention
(

le7 l).

Secondly, this reservation may only be made at the date of joining the
It must be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations at the time of ratification, acceptance or accession and not later. In this
it differs from other declarations provided for in the Convention, e.g., in Article
5 (3). But this is an exceptional case intended to deal with the state of affairs in
existence when the Convention was drawn up. Of course, if the national law is

17.4.

Convention.

changed, e.9.,

by

adopting additionally the criterion

reservation can be withdrawn (see Article l8).

I

i

I

of

nationality, the
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18

Withdrawal of Reseru ations
Any State which has dcpositcd a notiftcatlon undcr paragraph 3 of
Articlc 5, paragraph 2 of Articlc 6, paregreph I of Aaicle 16 or
Articlc 17, may, by a furthcr noti8cetion dcporitcd with thc
Sccretary-Gcneral of thc Unitcd Nations, rcducc its scopc or
withdraw it.
18. l. This Article allows States which have made reservations to withdraw
them or lessen their impact. The reservations in question are: choice between
the criteria of fixation or publication for the purpose of protecting phonogram
producers (Article 5 (3)); combining the two conditions for protection of
broadcasting organizations (headquarters andplace of transmission both in the
same Contracting State) (Article 6 (2)); refusal of, or limitations on, payment
for secondary uses of phonograms under Article I 2; and refusal of the right of
broadcasting organizations to control the communication to the public of their

I

television broadcasts (Article 16 (l)); application of the sole criterion of
fixation (Article l7). No other reservations are possible (see Article 3l).

18.2. Article l8 allows member countries time to reconsider. They can
or reduce the effect of reservations at any time. One may be
permitted to hope that if Contracting States do, on reflection, make changes,
these will be in the direction of giving a more ample protection to the
withdraw

beneficiaries of the Rome Convention.

I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Article
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ARTICLE

19

Performers' Rights in Films
Notwithstanding anything ln this Convcntion, oncc a pcrformcr her
conscntcd to thc incorporation of hls pcrformencc in a vicud or
audio-visuel ffxetion, Artlclc ? rhell havc no ftrrthcr epplication.

I

19.1. This Article is important for the performers whose rights it affects. It is
also important in that it makes clear the relationship between the conventional
t

;

rights and cinematographic works and all other visual and audiovisual
(A number of countries make no distinction, treating all these as
cinematograph films or motion pictures.) Taken with Article I (safeguard of
copyright) and Article 12 (secondary uses of phonograms), Article 19 has been
the subject of prolonged discussion during the preliminary work and in Rome
in 1961. It deals with the part played by filmed performances in the
fixations.

Convention.

I

I

19.2. From the moment the performer consents to the inclusion of his
in a film (in the widest sense of that word), Article 7, which

performance

ensures him his minimum protection, ceases to apply. He cannot prevent any
use which is made of his fixed performance whether the fixation was intended

for cinema showing or on television. For example, an actor plays a role in a
film or television studio. His mere presence before the cameras means that he
agrees to its being filmed for showing in cinemas or on the television screen as
the case may be. The same is true of a musician who agrees to his playing being
recorded for use on the film soundtrack. Once released these performances can
be put to uses the performers did not contemplate (e.9., by the insertion in other
films or broadcasts; or the making of videograms to be sold in commerce);
neither actor nor musician can invoke the Convention to ensure payment for
such uses. Their only remedy lies against the maker of the original film, and
then only if their contracts so provide. Another example: an actor who
regularly plays the same character tends to become "typed" and often finds
difficulty in gaining employment in other roles. This happens when there is a
long-running television series using the same actor in the star part (detective,
sheriff, super-crook, etc.). If these performances are also included in videograms
the problem is exacerbated and employment opportunities in other parts
become the more difficult to come by.

19.3. The Monaco Draft (1957) excluded films altogether: no provision was
to be interpreted as applying to a reproduction or to any use made of a film. In
The Hague in 1960 the need to protect performers against clandestine filming
either live or off the air and to protect television broadcasts even if they
included films was recognized. But it was not intended to impose any

I

I
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obligations on States, to affect any rights of film makers or any other rights in
visual or aural-and-visual fixations.

i
19.4. The Hague Draft (1960)

sought

to compromise

between the interests

I

represented there. It gave performers protection against the reproduction of
fixations of their performances for purposes different from those for which their
consent was given; but this did not extend to films. Thus, no protection was
apparently accorded either to the performers or to the broadcasting
organizations against reproduction or other uses of fixations of images or of
images and sounds.

19.5. These two drafts illustrate the path which led to Article 19, with its aim
of keeping the film industry out of the Rome Convention. The difficulties were
constantly stressed. New techniques made it impossible to draw a clear line
between the cinema and televisual fixations. True, most feature films were made
in film studios and distributed to, and shown in, cinemas in the accustomed
way. But they were also made by broadcasting organizations for showing on
"the box" as part of their own programs, or produced by freelance firms on

their account; again, many feature films made for the cinema ended up by
being shown on television and thus acquiring a new lease of life. This tangled
skein was hard to unravel. Besides, one must remember that the Rome
discussions took place at a time when changes in copyright protection enjoyed
by cinematographic works was also under active debate. (A few years later

(1967) the Revision in Stockholm of the Berne Convention produced new
Article 14 and l4Dis.) Film producers feared damage to their interests if
performers and broadcasting organizations were to enjoy rights in their films. It
was on copyright rather than on neighboring rights that they had set their
sights, and it was to the Berne Revision in Stockholm rather than to Rome that
they looked. Their preoccupation in Rome was simply to steer clear of the
Convention.

19.6. As the General Report of the Rome meeting points out, the exclusion of
the minimum guarantees provided in Article 7 for performers, in the case of
visual or audiovisual fixations, is more extensive there than it was in The Hague
draft. Whereas protection is enjoyed by broadcasting organizations for all their
television broadcasts, whether or not these contain films, the result of Article l9
is-that performers lose all protection in films except against fixations made
clandestinely or otherwise without their consent.

.

On the other hand, Article 19 has no effect upon performers'freedom
of contract in connection with the making of visual or audiovisual fixations, nor
does it affect their right to benefit by national treatment, even in connection
with such fixations.
19.1

I

Article l9 to the Rome Convention
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19.8. Article l9 leaves untouched the rights which broadcasting
organizations enjoy under Article l3 for their television broadcasts. And, since
Article 3 (f) defines broadcasting simply as "the transmission . . . of sounds or
of images and sounds," these enjoy protection whether made live or from
fixations.
I
I

19.9. There is a general feeling that Article 19 places the performers in a
position inferior to the other categories of beneficiaries, and this in an area
where

I
i

it

hurts most. Cinema and television play a leading role

in

the

professional life of a performing artist. His whole career may depend on the
showing he makes in these media. True, a singer may be launched by a record,
or an actor by his performance in a theater. But his reputation is usually
confirmed on the screen. There is no need to stress the importance of television
for a celebrity. It is here that he has the chance to express his personality, show
his talents and offer the public a close-up of his art. But once he has consented
to the sounds and images in his screen appearance being recorded, he is
deprived of all means to control (and hence receiv€ payment for) any of the
uses

to which that fixation may be put. Nor is the relevant technology

a

^t it
standstill. The negotiators in Rome no doubt thought only of the cinema as

had existed during the previous sixty years. Since then new means of
exploitation have evolved, for example videograms sold for showing in the
home.

I

i

19.10. In the light of this, it is doubtful whether a strict application of Article
19 is within the spirit of the Convention having regard to modern
developments. International bodies have drawn attention to the need, for
financial and professional reasons, to allow performers some control over the
use to which videograms, recorded TV programs, and other films are put. They
have recommended that national laws should offer, particularly to performers,
a better protection in this respect than does the Convention, which fails, having
regard to technical progress, to meet the real needs on the international level.
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ARTICLE 20
Non-Retroactiuity

l. Thir Convcntion shell not prtJudicc rlghts acqulred in any
Contracting Statc bcforc thc drt3 of comlng into forcc of thls
Convcntion for thrt Stetc.
2. No Conrrcting Siate shall bc bound to rpply thc provfulons of
this Convcntlon to pcrformenccs or broedcests which took place, or
to phonogrems whlch wcrc fircd, bcforc thc detc of coming into forcc
of this Convcntion for that Statc.

20.1 The problems dealt with in this paragraph arise whenever new laws are
passed or conventions concluded. They cover acquired rights and retroactivity. There are plenty of intellectual property precedents: e.g., Article l8 of
the Berne Convention. With international labor agreements the same thing is
true: respect for acquired rights is the usual pattern (see Article 19.8 of the
Constitution of the International Labour Organisation).
20.2. Paragraph I provides that the Convention shall not prejudice rights
acquired in any Contracting State before that State was a party to the
Convention. This is normal. A new legal measure does not apply, in principle,
to rights which, have already been acquired by virtue of the earlier legislation,
and whose effects have, so to speak, become the property of the person
enjoying them. However, rights which might have been acquired (but were not)
and mere expectations based on the earlier legal situation, are not considered
"acquired rights" for this purpose.
20.3. The second paragraph makes it clear that no State need protect rights
arising from events which took place before the Convention entered into force
for that State. In other words, a performance or a broadcast taking place or a
phonogram fixed before that date need not be given any rights internationally in
the State in question.
20.4. The model law contains two alternatives on this point. As in the
Convention, each State is given a choice: either to exclude entirely from
protection performances or broadcasts that took place and phonograms that
were fixed before the Convention's operative date for them; or to give them
protection on condition that no one need destroy fixations acquired in good
faith before the entry into force of the law in question. Thus the principle is
non-retroactivity; but national laws may temper the severity of this principle,
provided acquired rights are not prejudiced.

I
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ARTICLE 2I
Protection by Other Means
Thc prolccdon provldcd for b tth Convcntlon rhall not Fcjudlcc
rtry protcctloo othcrrbc rccorcd to pcrformcrr, produccn of
phonogrrmr rrd brordcutlng orgrnlrrdonr

21.1. This Article

foresees the possibility

these three categories

of other sources of protection for
confirms that the Convention

of beneficiaries and

provides merely a minimum.

21.2. Such sources might be found in national laws: for performers in
personal or moral law including that of defamation; for record-makers there is
unfair competition and passing off. But there are also international treaties. Ten
years after the Rome Conference, a meeting in Geneva drew up a Convention
directly concerning one ofthe categories ofbeneficiaries
the Convention for
the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication
of Their Phonograms of October 29, 1971. (See the second section of this
Commentary.)

-

21.3. There is yet another category
the broadcasting organizations
- source:
who may drink at such an international
the Brussels Convention -of
1974 Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted

by Satellite.

21.4. Unlike the Rome Convention, accession to these two treaties mentioned
above is open to almost all countries of the world. They are now both in force.
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ARTICLE 22
Special Agreements
Contrectlng Statcr ltscrvc thc rlght to cntcr hto rpccial rgrccmcnts
among thcmrclvcs ln so far ar ruch rtlrcmcntc g?ent to pcrformcrs,
produccn of phonogremr or brordcerting organimtlons morc
cxtcnslvc rights than thocc grentcd by this Convcntlon or contain
oihcr provblonr noa contmry to lhlr Convcntlon.

22.1. This Article

follows directly on earlier articles which can be found at
Article 20 of the Berne Copyright Convention, and Article 19 of the Paris
Industrial Property Convention. Member States may conclude agreements
between themselves; but these must either give performers, producers of
phonograms or broadcasting organizations greater rights than does the Rome
Convention, or contain other provisions not contrary to it. The same pattern is
to be found in the Berne and Paris Conventions.

22.2. The inclusion of such a provision in the Berne and Paris Conventions at
the end of the last century is explained by the fact that many States had already
concluded bilateral treaties among themselves, and these often looked after the
interests of those benefitting from the multinational Conventions better than did
the latter. For this reason they contained a supplementary sentence preserving
the applicability of existing Conventions which conformed with the conditions
in the Article in question. Although a number of special agreements were
drawn up in the field of industrial property, little recourse was made to Article
20 of the Berne Convention (a few bilateral agreements on duration of
protection and European agreements on television matters).

22.3. On the other hand, views can differ on the merits and the effects of
Article 22 of the Rome Convention. Complaint has been made that to give
groups of member countries the power to conclude bilateral or regional treaties
among themselves risks creating an international legal mosaic complicating the
operation of the Convention itself. Again, it has been pointed out that if, under
a special agreement, one or two ofthe three categories is given a higher level of
protection than the other(s), the delicate balance the Convention sought to
attain will be upset.

22.4. Again, one may well ask

whether,

on the analogy of the

I

I

Berne

Convention, the purpose of any such agreement must be to give more extensive
rights to the beneficiaries as a whole. But, unlike Berne, which contains only
one category, namely authors, the Rome Convention, in a single treaty,
establishes a balance between, and gives protection to, no less than three.
However, the use of the word "or" between "producers of phonograms" and
"broadcasting organizations" seems to make it clear that Article 22 does in fact

I

{
I
I

i
I
I

I

I
I

I

I

)

7l

Article 22tothe Rome Convention

allow an agreement which enlarges the protection enjoyed by any one or more
of the three categories.

22,5. In speaking of "conventions among themselves," Article

22 deals only

with special arrangements limited to countries party to the Rome Convention.
The Conventions of l97l and 1974 are of a universal nature, and do not
therefore find their justification in Article 22,but rely rather on Article

I

I

I

I

2

l.
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ARTICLE 23
Signature and Deposit

I
I

Thh Convcntlon rhell bc dcporltcd rith thc Sccrctety-Gcncrd of
bc opcn und ture t0' 1962' for tittrlturc
rhc Unitcd Naaionr. It
by rny Strtc invltcd to thc Dlplometlc Confcrcncc on thc Interna-

firl

Protcctlon of Pcrformcrr, Produccrr of, Phonogramr end
pirty lo thc Univcrsd
Broedcerting Orgenlntlonr shlch ir
Copyrlght Convcntlon or a mcmbcr of thc lntcmrtlonrl Union for thc
Prolcction of Lltcrery end Artlrtlc TYorkr.

tlonrl

r

I
I

23.1. This is the first of the final clauses which appear in all international
treaties. It deals first with deposit of the Convention. The original text (see
Article 33 below) is to be in the custody of the Secretary-General of th€ United
Nations. The same is true of the Phonograms (1971) and Satellites (1974)
Conventions, the three Conventions in the field of neighboring rights thus being

kept together. The reason is that they were drawn up under the auspices of
three intergovernmental organizations which were (or were to become)
specialized agencies of the United Nations. In fact, as regards Rome, one of the
three bodies under whose guidance the preliminary work was done and which
provided the Secretariat of the Conference was BIRPI which had for a long
time provided the Secretariat of the Berne Convention on Copyright, and
BIRPI was not yet one of the UN family. It was not until 1974 that, under the

name

of WIPO (World Intellectual

Property Organization), the body

became a specialized agency. In the result, the United Nations is the depository
power and the three specialized agencies fulfil certain tasks (Articles 29 and
I

32).

l

23.2.

Secondly, Article 23 lays down the time during which the Convention
may be signed. It is usual to allow a period during which countries which did
not sign the Convention at the closing ceremony may do so later. The period,
intended to allow consultation at home once the test is known, varies' but is
usually about six months. Here the date chosen was June 30, 1962. Signature
means no more than approval of the treaty. No obligations are undertaken till
subsequent ratification or acceptance. Countries which have not signed within
the time limit may, if they satisfy the conditions in Article 24, accede. The
practical effects are the same in both cases.

I

i
l

l

23.3. Finally, Article

23 says who may sign. It imposes two conditions: (i) the

State rnust have been invited to the Rome Conference (whether or not it in fact
attended), and (ii) it must be a party to the Universal Copyright Convention or
a member of the Berne Copyright Union (i.e.' a party to the Berne

Convention).
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23.4. As to the first condition, invitations were sent to States members of the
International Labour Organisation (ILO), Unesco, the Berne Union and those
that were parties to the Universal Copyright Convention. Membership of these
bodies was of course taken as of the date the invitations were sent out. The
matter is in any case academic since the last date for signature was in June
1962.

23.5. The second condition, however, calls for more comment since it
emphasizes the link between the Rome Convention and copyright proper.

I

I

23.6. There was a difference of view on this subject. One school of thought
felt that since member countries ought to be united by a copyright treaty, there
was no point in allowing others to sign. The other school felt that there was no
need for such a link.
23.7. The "copyright" school argued that the use of literary and artistic
works was usually implied in the work of performers, recorders, and
broadcasters. It was thus logical to establish a link between the Copyright
Conventions and the present Convention since the rights were "neighboring"

rights, i.e., rights neighboring on copyright. They believed it would be
inequitable to have the performers, producers of phonograms, and broadcasting organizations of a country enjoy international protection when the
literary and artistic works they used might be denied protection in that country
because it was not a party to at least one of the Copyright Conventions.

23.8. The "open" school on the other hand argued that there was no logical
or equitable reason to establish such a link, particularly since the Convention
would also protect the performances of literary or artistic works which had
already fallen into the public domain, and phonograrns or broadcasts which did
not use literary or artistic works at all.

r

23.9 The majority favored a copyright link and this Article, together with
Article 24, so provides.
23.10.

I

i

The same condition was therefore attached to signature.
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ARTICLE 24
Becoming Party to the Conuention

l. Thls Convcntlon shall bc rubjcct to ratiffcatlon or ecccplencc by
thc aignatory Stltcr.
2. Thir Convcntlon rhrlt bc opcn for acccsslon by rny Stltc
invitcd to thc Confcrcncc rcfcrrcd to in Artlclc 23, end by eny Stetc
Mcmbcr of thc Unltcd Netlonr, providcd tbrt itr clthcr casc such Statc
is e perty to thc Unlvcrral Copyright Convcntion or e mcmbcr of thc
Intcrnrtion.l Union for thc Protccllon of Litcrery and Artirtic lYorks.
3. R.etiftcatlon, scccptencc or ecccsrlon shdl bc efiGctcd by thc
dcporlt of rn inltrumcnt to thrt cffcct wlth thc Sccrctary-Gcncral of
the Unltcd Natlons.

24.1. The various ways of becoming a Contracting State are

here

enumerated. The first paragraph allows ratification (or acceptance) by States
which have signed. As the General Report points out, whether a signatory State
calls its adherence "ratification" or "acceptance" is a matter of internal law.

24.2. Accession is dealt with in paragraph 2. It is open to invited States which
have not signed and all members of the United Nations, but only on condition

that they are party to at least one of the two multilateral Copyright
Conventions (Berne and UCC). The link with copyright is therefore again

confirmed. Taken with Article 23 no country may be a party to Rome without
it.

I

I
l

I

24.3. Articles 23 and 24 therefore form a sort of corollary to Article l. The
three Articles govern the relationship between copyright and neighboring
rights. They recall the need to safeguard copyright and to leave the author's
legal rights unaffected. And they demand that these neighboring rights cannot
be detached from copyright: acceptance ofthe rights and obligations drawn up
in l96l depends upon acceptance equally of copyright rights and obligations.
Some feel that this does no more than recognize the very proper hierarchy
which exists de facto in most cases. Others feel that performers'rights are szi
generis. They stand by themselves and have nothing to do with copyright.

24.4. It is worth noting that

there is nothing "closed" about the other two
neighboring rights field (Phonograms and Satellites). Their
opening to the world at large was effected in a rather different context however.

treaties

in the

24-5. Finally, by the third paragraph, all notifications are made to
depository power (Secretary-General of the United Nations).

the
i
I

l

{
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ARTICLE 25

I

I

Entry into Force

l. Thls Convcntlon shall comc lnto forcc thrcc months after thc
date of dcposit of thc sixth lnrtnrmcnt of retlfication, ecccptrnce or
accession.

2. Subscquently, thir Convcntlon rhell comc lnto forcc in rclpcct
of cech Sletc thrcc monthr rfter thc detc of depotlt of lts lnstrumcnt
of ratiftcetion, acccptancc or acccsrion.

I
I

I

I

25.1. Under this Article, the Convention enters into force three months after
the sixth instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession is deposited. As the
Geneva Report points out, the number of six was a compromise, some wanting
more States and some less, the latter with a view to its being in force earlier.
25.2. In fact the sixth instrument was deposited on May 18, 1964, and the
Convention came into operation three months later.
25.3. Paragraph 2 deals with States which become party later than the
original six; for each the operative date is three months after the date of deposit
of its instrument. This three months' notice of a new country joining allows
existing member States time to take an administrative action that may be
necessary to meet their new obligations.

25.4. Note that the three months run from the date of deposit and not from
the date the depository power notifies existing members. Unless the time
between the two events is short there may be dilficulty in completing the
necessary administrative action in time. This may be why the Stockholm text of
the Berne Convention (1967) and the Phonograms Convention (19?l)
make the three months run from the later date
Part 2 of this Commentary

I

I

I

)

I

-

(though the same is not true of the Satellites Convention 1974).
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ARTICLE 26
Implementation of the Conuention by the Prouision of Domestic Law

l. Erch Contrecting Strte uttdccrkcr to rdopt, ln rccorducc with
its Cottrtltution, thc mcllurcl nccassrry to cnrurc thc rpplicltion of
this Convcntion.

2. At ihe time of dcporit of ltr lnstrument of rrtlffcatlon,
rcccplrncc or lcccclion, each Stetc murt bc in e porition undcr itr
domcstlc law to glvc cficct to thc tcrmr of

ahi3

Convention.

26.1. This Article owes its inspiration to Article X of the Universal Copyright
Convention ( 1952). It seeks to avoid cases in which not all the countries which
have become party to an international treaty honor their obligations under it.
The provisions were incorporated in the Berne Convention when it was revised
in Stockholm in 1967 (see Article 36). It is perhaps worth noting that there is
no sanction to enforce this obligation which Contracting States assume under
the Conventions in question; nor are the intergovernmental organizations
which are charged to look after the Conventions given any power to check
whether the obligations are honored.

26.2.

However that may be, the first paragraph obliges each Contracting
to take the steps necessary to ensure that conventional obligations are
met. What these are depends on the constitution of the State concerned: in
some, Conventions are self-applying
once adhered to they become part of
the law of the land overriding inconsistent
domestic laws; in others, they are
State

treated simply as agreements between States and form no part of the domestic
law unless and until parliament so legislates, or, more usually, enacts their
substance in laws which provide for nationals as well as foreigners. The
"measures necessary" may therefore be administrative, legislative or both
according to the country's constitution. But the General Report points out that
some countries felt this paragraph unnecessary since no country would be
likely to adopt unconstitutional measures.

26.3. Under paragraph 2, each State must be in a position to meet its
obligations at the moment of depositing its instrument of ratification or

I

I
{
I

accession. This means that any necessary domestic measures have to precede
deposit and cannot be left to the period between deposit and coming into effect.
In this respect the Rome Convention differs from that of Berne (Article 36 (2))

and the Phonograms Convention (Article 9 (4)). These latter demand that
obligations can be met only on the date of the State becoming bound, but Rome
demands that this state of affairs be achieved three months earlier.

26.4. It was understood that implementing legislation on points regulated by
the terms of the Convention itself would not be necessary in those countries in

I
{
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which international treaties were directly applicable and took precedence over
inconsistent domestic laws. However on other points which do call for some
sort of legislative or administrative decision (for example, giving force to some
of the provisions of Article 7), these countries were in the same position as
countries in which conventions are not self-applying, and action was therefore
necessary.

26.5. Some at Rome thought this Article unnecessary since countries were
obviously bound to meet their obligations under the Convention and take all
steps necessary to do so. Nevertheless it was felt wise to say so explicitly even if
this was stating the obvious, and even if, as has been seen above, there is
neither check nor sanction to ensure compliance. The other Conventions
concluded since Rome have contained equivalent provisions.
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ARTICLE 27
Applicability of the Conuention to Certain Teruitories

l. Any Statc may, at thc timc of

ratiffcation, lcccptance or

acccsllon, or rt any time theraeftcr, dcclarc by notiffcetion addrcsscd
to thc Sccrrtsry-Gcneral of thc Unitcd Nations that this Convcntion
shall cxtcnd to ell or any of the tcrritories for whosc international
relations it is rerponsiblc, providcd thst thc Univcrsal Copyright

Convcntion or thc lrtcrnrtional Convcntion for thc Protection of
Literary and Artistic Works epplics to thc tcrritory or territories
conccrned. This notiffcation shall takc cfrcct thrcc months after thc
datc of its rcccipt.

2. Thc notiftcations rcferrcd to in paragraph 3 of Article

5,

para8raph 2 of Articlc 5, paragraph I of Article 16 and Articles l7
and lt, may be cxtcndcd to cover all or any of thc tcr.itorics referrcd
to ln paragraph I of thi3 Article.

27.1. This Article provides for application of the Convention to territories
which are not themselves responsible for their international relations.
Contracting States which are so responsible may declare the Convention
applicable to them, always of course provided that the same is true of at least
one of the multilateral Copyright Conventions.

27.2. Notification is made to the Secretary-General of the United Nations at
the moment the Contracting State which is responsible itself joins the
Convention or at any time thereafter. It takes effect after three months.

27.3,

The second paragraph deals in the same way with reservations and their

withdrawal.
i

27.4.

Since the Convention was drawn up, considerable political change has
taken place, and the practical effect of provisions of this sort grown less and
less.
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ARTICLE 2t
Denunciation of the Conuention

l. Any Contrecting Statc may dcnounce this Convcntlon, on lts
osn bchalf or on bchalf of dl or any of thc tcrrltorics refcrrcd to in
Atticlc 27.
2. Thc dcnunciation shall bc cffcctcd by a notiftcation addrcrsed to
the Secretsry-Gcncrd of thc Unitcd Netions end chall takc cfrcct
twclve months after thc datc of ttccipt of the notiffcation.

3. The right of dcnuncietion rhdl noi bc crcrcised by

a

Contracting Statc bcforc thc cxpiry ofa pcriod offivc ycers from thc
date on which the Convcntion camc into forcc wlth respcct lo thst
Statc.

4. A Contracting

Ststc shall ccacc to bc a party to this Convcntion

from thet time when it is neithcr r party to thc Univcrsal Copyright
Convcntion nor a member of thc Intcrnationat Union for thc
Protcctior of Litcrary and Artistic lYorks.
5. This Convcntion shall cca3c to epply fo rny tcrritory rcferred to
in Article 27 fuom that timc shcn nciiher the Univcrral Copyright
Convention nor thc Inlcrnational Convention for thc Protcction of
Literary and Artistic lVorks applics to that tcrritory.

28.1. This Article lays down the conditions under which the Convention
to apply to a State or a particular territory, i.e., either as the result of a
or automatically. Any State may denounce the Convention on
behalf of itself or any or all of the territories which it has joined under Article

ceases

declaration

27. The second paragraph lays down the procedure: the denunciation is
to the United Nations and takes effect one year after it is made.
However paragraph 3 imposes a time limit: no denunciation may validly be

addressed

I
I

made until five years have elapsed since the denouncing State became bound by
the Convention. It was felt that the decision to denounce should not be made
lightly and without due reflection after a reasonable time in which to experience
its working. The same thinking was responsible for the insertion of an

equivalent provision in the Stockholm Revision (1967) of the Berne Convention
(Article 35 (4)). As the General Report of the Rome Conference shows, after
the five years have elapsed, denunciation may take place at any time.

28.2.

The other case in which the Convention can cease to apply to a State or

territory is when the latter ceases to be bound by either of the multilateral
copyright conventions, i.e., when (if a State) it ceases to be a party to, or (if a
dependent territory) it ceases to be bound by neither the Berne nor Universal
Conventions. No declaration is required; the effect is automatic. The link
I

between neighboring rights and copyright is thus maintained.
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ARTICLE 29
Rersision of the Conuention

l. Aftcr thlr Convcntlon her bccn ln forcc for ffvc yc.rt' rny
Contrrctlnt Strtc mry' by notl0cetlon rddrcrrcd to thc SccrctrryGcncral of thc Unltcd Netlonr, rcqucrt thtt e confcrcncc bc convcncd
for thc purporc of ttvlring thc Convcndon. Tho Sccrctrry-Gcncral
rhell nodfy all Contracdng Stetcr of thlr rlqucrt. If' wlthln e pcrlod of
rlx monthr followlng thc drtc of notlffcetlon by thc Sccrttery-Gcncral
of the Unltcd Netlonr, not lBr th.r otrG hrlf of thc Contrectlng Statcr

rlth thc rcqucat' thc SccrctaryGcncrel rhall lnform tbc Dlrcctor-Gcnerel ofthc lntcrnatlonal Lebour
Officc, thc Dlrcctor-Crcncrd of thc Ualtcd Nadons Educational'
Scicntlffc and Culturel Orgmizetlon end thc Dlrcctor of thc Burcru of
thc lntcrnetlonal Unlon for thc Protcctlon of Litcrrry and Artfutic
lVorkr, rho rhall convcnc e rcvlrlon confcrcncc in co-opcrrtlon with
thc Intcrgovcrnmcntal Commlttcc provldcd for tr Articlc 32.
2. Thc adoptlon ofeny rtvblon ofthis Convcntlon thall rcqulrc an
notlfy him of thclr concumattcc

rfrrmrilvc votc by ieo-thlrdr of tbc Stetcr rttcndlng thc rcvblon
confcrcncc, provldcd that thk mqlorlty lncludcc lro-thirdc of thc
Stetcr which, et thc tlmc of the r:vlrlon confcrncc, src p.rtlcr to thc
Convcntlon.

3. ln thc cvcnt of tdoption of e Convcntlon rcvlrin3 thlr
Conventlon hr rholc ot ln pail, rnd untcu thc rcvlrlng Convendon

provldcr

othcillrc:

Convcntlon rhell ccerc to bc oPGn to retiffcetion'
rcccptrncc or rcccrlon et from thc detc of cntty lnto forcc of thc
rcvlrlng Convcntlon;
(D) thls Convcndon rhdl rcmeln ln forcc u rcarrdt rcladonr
bctrccn or rlth Contractlng Strtcs shlch havc Dol hcomc partlct lo
(a)

thc

thlr

rtvlrlng Convcntlon.

29.1. This Article is of great importance for the future of the Convention.
Every international treaty needs tp be looked at from time to time to improve
its content, widen its geographical coverage or simply bring it up to date.
Experience with the copyright conventions has shown the need for revision,
without in any way decrying the value of the earlier text. But no treaty is
perfect and although this Article does not mention expressly that the aim of
revision is improvement (as does Article 27 of the Berne Convention), this is
implicit. If the revision mechanism of Article 29 is set in motion, it will
probably be with the aim of filling gaps which exist in the protection given to its
beneficiaries.

29.2. The first paragraph deals with the steps to be taken to convene a
diplomatic revision conference. It first imposes a time limit: the present text
must be in force for at least five years. This has already happened. Then, at
least half the Contracting States must agree to the convening of a conference to
this end. If such a majority exists the three Secretariats, in cooperation with the

i
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Intergovernmental Committee established by Article 32 below, convene the
conference. The depository, i.e., the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
acts as coordinator: he receives the revision request, consults with Contracting

States and requests the Directors General of the International Labour
Organisation, Unesco and WIPO (the successor to BIRPI) to convene the
revision conference.
t

I

29.3. The second paragraph sets out how changes may be made. The
majority required is two-thirds of the States prescnt, provided there is also a
two-thirds majority of all Contracting States whether attending the conference
or not. The Rome Conference did not follow the unanimity rule which governs
revision of, e.8., the Berne Convention, so that there would be no opportunity
for one Contracting State to block any revision proposal. It was however
agreed that changes could bind only those Contracting States which accepted
them.

29.4. Finally, Article 29 (3) deals with the relationship between the text of
196l and any text embodying a total or partial revision. There are two
stipulations: by the first it will no longer be possible to join the Convention in
its 196l form from the moment the new text enters into force. There are a
number of precedents for this, e.g., Article 34 of the Berne Convention. The
later text obviously reflects up to date thinking on the subject, and it would be
foolish to allow more countries to be parties to a text which is, by definition,
obsolescent. The international labour conventions also carry provisions of this
sort.

29.5. The second provision follows a pattern which exists in treaties on
copyright and in labor conventions, aimed at regulating the relationship
I
I

i

between the States bound by different texts of the same treaty. The 196l text
remains applicable to relationships, not only betwecn countries bound by it, but
also bctween those which have and those which have not become parties to the
later text.

WIPO

82

-

Guide to the Rome Convention

!

ARTICLE 30
Settlement of Disputes
Any dirputc which may ericc bctsccn lwo or morc Contracting

Statcs conccrning the intcrprctetlon or rppllcation ofthir Convcntion
and shlch i3 not rcttlcd by ncgotirtlon shdl' et thc rcqucst ofany onc

of th3 prrtlcs to thc disputc, bc rcfcrrcd to thc Intcrnrtional Court of
tusticc for dcclslon, untcsr thcy rgrcc to anolher modc of 3ettlcmcnt.

l. This deals with disputes which may arise between two or more
Contracting States as to the interpretation or application of the Convention. It
follows the copyright treaties (see for example Article 33 of the Berne
30.

Convention).

30.2. It

deals only with disputes between States and not to litigation between

individuals and companies. In any case the constitution of the International
Court of Justice itself lays down that only States may bring cases before it. It
applies of course only if the parties cannot settle their difference amicably and
it gives them the opportunity to choose some other mode of settlement, e.9., an
international arbitration.
As the General Report makes clear there was disagreement in Rome on
question
of whether this recourse to the International Court should be
the
obligatory or optional. The Article makes it clear that it is sufficient if either
party wishes it. In later conventions the tendency has been to make this
optional, because certain States, for constitutional or political reasons, find it
difficult to accept. To meet them, the provision is now often one to which a
reservation may be made. As it is, Article 30 may create difficulties for such
States although its practical effect should not be over-emphasized. In fact, in the
inteltectual property field, no case has ever been referred to the International
Court. In any case, judgments of the Court never condemn either party; they
simply pronounce on the law, leaving the States to make of the judgment what
they will.

I

(

30.3.

I

I

I

1

i
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ARTICLE 3I
Limits on Reseruations
Without prcjudice to thc provlslons of paragraph 3 of Article 5'
paragraph 2 of Articlc 6, paragreph I of Articlc 16 and Articlc l7' no
rescrv.tion may bc madc to this Convcntion.

clear that no reservations to the Convention
are permitted, other than those specifically authorized by it. It follows Article
30 (l) ofthe Berne Convention.

31.1. This Article makes it quite

The reservations are described in detail in Article l6 and enumerated by
reference to the articles which allow them. Articles l8 and 27 allow for their
withdrawal or modification.

31.2.

31.3. Apart from

reservations explicitly mentioned, the obligations

Convention are sacrosanct.

I
I

of

the
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ARTICLE 32
I n te r gouernmental

C ommi t t ee

l. An Intcrgovcrnmcntd Commlttcc b hcrcby crtablirhcd wlth thc
folloring dutlcs:
(a) to study qucrtions conccmlng thc rppllc.tion and opcrution of
thir Convcntion; and
(D) to collcct proporals end to prcparc documcntetion for posiblc
ttvision of thir Convcntlon.
2. Thc Committcc shell consirt of rcprr3rntrlive! of thc Controct-

lng Stetcs, chorcn wlth duc rcgerd to cqultrblc gcographlcel

(
I

dlrtdbution. Thc numbct of mcmbcrs chall bc cix if thcrc erc tnelvc
Contracting Strtcr or lcss, nine if thcrc rrc thirtccn to cightccn
Contracting Stetcs and twclvc if thcrc arc morc thrn cightccn
Contracting Statca.

3. The Committcc shall bc constitutcd tsclve months rftcr thc
Convention comca into forcc by an clcction orgenlscd imont lhc

Contrrcting Statcr, cech of shlch chsll hevc onc votc, by thc
Dircctor-Gcncral of thc lntcrnatlonal Lebour Officc, the DircctorGcncrrt of rhc Unlted Netlons Educetional, Sclcnrlffc snd Cultural
Orgenizetion and thc Dircctor of thc Burcau of thc Intcrnrtionel
Union for thc Proicction of Litcrery end Artictic TYorks, in
lccordlncc with rutcs pttviourly approvcd by a mqiority of all
Contractlnt Strtcs.
4. Tlrc Committcc shell clcct It3 Cheirman end officerr. lt shall
cltrblilh lr own rulcs of proccdurc. Thccr rulcs rhall in particuler
providc for thc futurc opcretlon of thc Committcc end for a mcthod of
rclccting lts mcmbcrc for thc futurc ln cuch a rry ri to en3uic
rotstion among thc various Contrectint St.ica.
5. Officials of thc lntcrnstional Labour Of[cc, thc Unitcd Nations
Educational, Schntiffc and Culturel Or3rnizetion end thc Burcau of
thc lnlcrnatlonel Union for thc Protection of Litcrary and Artistlc
Works, dcrignatcd by thc Dircctors-Gcncrd and thc Dirccior thcrcof,
shell constltutc thc Sccrcteriet of thc Commlttc..
6. Mcctlngs of thc Committcc, whlch rhell bc convcncd *hcncvcr a
majority of lts mcmbcrr dccms h ncccsrery, shall bc hcld rucccssivcly
rt thc hcadqurrtcB of thc Intcrnrtlonel Lebour office, thc Unltcd
Netions Educrtlonel, Scicntiffc end Cultural Organizetion rnd thc
Burc.u of thc lnlcrnrtlonel Union for thc Protcction of Liicrary and

Artlrtic Works.

7. Expcnscr of mcmbcrs of thc Commlttcc shall bc borne by thcir
ra3pcctiYG Govcrnmcn$.

32.1. This Article is devoted to the creation, tasks and composition of an
intergovernmental committee. This Committee's first duty is a permanent and
continuous one: to study questions concerning the application and operation of
the Convention; its second is less so: to prepare for revision conferences.
Although the text does not say so expressly, the Committee has no power of
decision binding on member countries. But its advisory role is not unimportant.
As the General Report points out its jurisdiction is not to control the

I
I

I
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application of the Convention, but to study questions concerning its application

and operation.

It

makes studies and recommendations on, and

suggests

solutions to, all questions of that sort. Thus, in 1974, it adopted the model law
on neighboring rights to which reference has several times been made, which,
with its commentary, is intended to make things easier for all those engaged in
drawing up national laws. Again, in 1979, it adopted detailed recommendations
on the practical application ofthe Convention. It has not so far had occasion to
undertake its other task ofpreparing a revision conference.

32.2.

Paragraph

2 deals with the Committee's composition. It

consists of

representatives of member States chosen with regard to equitable geographical

distribution,

a

phrase which appears also

in the multilateral

copyright

conventions. In the Convention's early days the number of such representatives
depended on the number of Contracting States; now, however, that number
allows a full committee of twelve.

32.3. The third and fourth paragraphs of Article 32 provide for the original
setting-up of the Committee and for rules of procedure which in particular
provide for the Committee's operation and renewal in such a way as to ensure
rotation among the Contracting States. These provisions were followed, and,
twelve months after the coming into force of the Convention (in May 1964) the
Committee was formally constituted. It has since adopted its internal rules and
held many sessions both ordinary and extraordinary.
32.4. The three final paragraphs speak for themselves. As has already been
pointed out, the reference to the Bureau of the International Union for the
Protection of Literary and Artistic Works must, since the reform in Stockholm
of that Organization's structure, be read as a reference to the World Intellectual
Property Organization, its Director General and its headquarters (in Geneva).
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ARTICLE 33
Languages

l. Thc prercnt Convendon is drasn up In Engllsh, Frcnch end
Spanirh, thc thtrc tcxts bclng cqudly authentic.
2. In rdditlon, officiel tcxts of the prescnt Convcntion chall bc
drarrn up in Gcrmen, Itslirn.nd Portugucre.

33.1. This Article, like those which follow, is one of the final clauses usually
found in international treaties, particularly those in the intellectual property
field.

33.2 Under the first

paragraph, the Convention

is drawn up in

three

languages. In the case of disputes as to the meaning of a provision, all three
texts are considered equally authentic. In this it differs from the, much older,
Berne Convention, originally drawn up in French alone but in which now the
French text prevails in case of dispute (Article 37).

33.3. The second paragraph provides for official texts to be established in
other languages. As the Report of the Conference points out, it was understood

that these non-authentic but official texts would be established by

the

governments concerned and would be published by the three Secretariats. This
has been done. In more recent conventions, other languages have been added to

the list of official texts and any revision of this Convention would probably
follow suit. But in any case, there is nothing to stop the publication of versions
in other languages, to make accessions to the Convention more likely.

I
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Article 34 to the Rome Convention

ARTICLE 34
Notifications

l. Thc Sccrctery-Gcncrel of thc Unftcd Natlonr shall notlfy thc
Strtcs lnvltcd to thc Confcrcncc rcfencd to ln Artlclc 23 anrl every
St.tc Mcmbcr of thc Unilcd Nationr, el sell u thc Dlrcctor-Gcncrel
of thc Intcnrrtional Labour Officc, thc Dlrcctor-Gcncrd of thc Unitcd
Nations Educetlonal, Sclcntlffc and Culturel Oryrnlzrdon and thc
Dlrcctor of thc Bureau of thc lnternatlond Unlon for thc Protcction
of Litcrary and Artlrtlc Workc:
(a) of thc dcposlt of crch lnctrumcri of ntfficrllon, rcccptrncc ol
acccrsion;
(D) of thc detc of cntry lnto forcc of thc Convcntlon;
(c) of all notiffcrtlonr, dccleretions or comnunlcatlonr providcd
for in thir Convcndon;

(d) lf any of thc sltuatlonr rcfctrcd to ln prre3rrpht I end 5 of
Artlclc 2E irisc.
2" Thc Secrctary-Gcncral of thc Utrltcd Natlonr rhall eko notlfy
thc Dlrcctor-Gcncral of thc Intcrnrtlonal Labour OfHcc, thc DlrcctorGencral of thc Unitcd Nrtlonr Educrtlond, Sclentflc .nd Culturel
Organlzatlon end thc Dlrcctor of thc Burcru of thc Intcrnationel
Union for thc Protcction of Lltcrary end Ardrdc Wortr of the
rcqucrt communlcatcd to hlm ln eccordrncc wlth Artlclc 29, ar wcll
as of eny communication rccclvcd from thc Contrectlng Statcs
conccrning thc rcvirion ofthc Convcntlon.

Ix rnIrH wHEREoF, the undersigned, being
signed this Convention.

duly authorised thereto, have

DoNs at Rome, this twenty-sixth day of October 1961, in a single copy in
the English, French and Spanish languages. Certified true copies shall be
delivered by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to all the States
invited to the Conference referred to in Article 23 and to every State Member
of the United Nations, as well as to the Director-General of the International
Labour Office, the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Director of the Bureau of the
International Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.

34.1. This Article lays down the part played by the depository of
I

the

Convention (the Secretary-General of the United Nations) in the dissemination
of information about it.

34.2. He is charged to inform all potentially interested States and the three
Secretariats of the facts they need to know: countries becoming party to the
Convention; entry into force; reservations and other declarations; denun-

I
I

I

i
I

ciations and other cases of the Convention ceasing to apply; matters affecting
the convening ofrevision conferences. Finally, in the classical final recital, he is
charged to send certified true copies ofthe text to those concerned.
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I.

The Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against
Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms, hereinafter called the
"Phonograms Convention" was finalized on October 29, 1971, at the end of a
Diplomatic Conference in Geneva. It came into force on April 18, 1973, and
boasts, at the moment, some thirty member States. It provides for no revisions
since its object is permanent, and the general concensus on the need for
urgency in attaining its goal does not lend itself to making modifications. The
member States are bound by the text contained in this Guide.

II. As with the Rome Convention, it seems worthwhile to set out briefly the
reasons for the existence in the neighboring rights field, of this Convention. This
review recalls the facts and the laws as they existed.
III.

During the 1960's, the enormous success enjoyed by discs and cassettes
in the social and cultural life of nations excited the ambitions of shady
enterprises to feather their nests by copying, usually clandestinely, the
recordings or others and selling these copies either directly or by distribution
networks. This piracy spread like a cancer until it reached enormous
proportions: the legitimate phonographic industry reckoned that some hundred
million infringing discs were being sold each year. The resulting financial loss is
hard to calculate with any accuracy since this depends on whether, if the pirate
outlets were closed, their customers would turn to buying the genuine articles.
The situation varied country by country but the damage, though fluctuating,
was constantly.there.

IV. By infringing

discs

is meant discs placed on the market without

the

@nsent of those who made the original sound recordings which those discs
contained and without the consent required by law of authors and composers
of the works and the artists who performed them. The labels borne by these
discs naturally said as little as possible about the original recording. But they
carried the name of the work and its performer. The public were seriously
deceived, the more so since the original sleeves and envelopes with photographs
of the artistes were often copied as well. As time progressed infringement
extended to cassettes and other fixations until the point was reached at which
sales of pirate cassettes far exceeded that of discs. The pirates had no difficulty
at selling at a price less than that charged by the legitimate industry since the

cost

of their

equipment was much less.

It

was a flourishing, easy-money

business based on low costs and quick profits.

V.

Of course, it is mainly the successful recordings which are copied; but

since infringement affects all national repertoires, its repercussions damage the

{
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interests of record-makers in many countries including developing countries
which have their own record industries operating legitimately in the pressing
and sale ofrecordings.

VI. Another type of piracy which has Srown up is known as "bootlegging":
this consists of making recordings without permission and usually

clandestinely of musical performances either off the air or at concerts where
the works are performed, and the making and selling of copies of these
recordings. Since no copy of a phonogram is here involved (unless the
broadcast was itself made from a recording), no phonogram producer's rights

I
I
i

are affected. But the latter's interests are damaged both by the competition this
creates for their own, legitimate, wares and by the troubles that arise in their
relations with their own performers with whom they have entered exclusive
contracts.

I

VII.

Finally, those who indulge in these forms of record piracy of course pay
nothing at all to the owners of copyright in the works concerned or to the
artists who perform them. The loss these latter sustain does not end there. Sales
of pirate copies cut down, pro rata, the sales of legitimate records, with the
result that authors and performers find themselves deprived of the royalties and
other payments they would otherwise have had from phonogram producers.

VIII. Sometimes it is only a sort of petty piracy from which these three
categories suffer: the small dealer who, when he receives a disc, rerecords it on
cassette and sells a few copies to friends. But it is the industrial piracy practised
on a grand scale for large sums of money which, by stealing their markets,
causes the real damage to the legitimate record companies and imperils their
very existence. New recording techniques and new materials have helped this
piracy to spread in unforeseen ways. Flourishing enterprises geared to supply
the private market have sprung up in countries which have no laws against
infringement and are party to no intellectual property'conventions. Here the
copying of discs, cassettes and the like is fully within the law and can prove
very lucrative both for the enterprise in question and the country in which it
operates.

IX. The situation on the legal front was no less serious. The weapons used to
fight this piracy were varied (and not always reliable) and it was far from easy
settle on a formula which could be used as the foundation for an
international treaty. Since international situations are usually involved,

to

attempts were made to make use of the existing multilateral conventions. In the

copyright field, the only action which can be taken against pirates must be
based on the right of reproduction enjoyed by authors in their works.
Phonogram producers, as such, have no protection under the copyright
conventions even though some national laws describe their rights as copyright.
In others they can sue under copyright only as contractual assignees of the

I
I

i
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author's rights; in any case they often find it difficult to stop importation and
sale of infringing copies which is where the shoe pinches most acutely. As to
the Rome Convention, although it gives the phonogram producers the exclusive

right to authorize or prohibit the direct or indirect reproduction of their
phonograms, there is no mention of importation or unauthorized distribution
anA tni Convention does not apply to these acts unless linked with the act of
reproduction itself. What was needed was a way to stop these additional ways
of cashing-in on pirate copies. Again, membership of the Rome convention is
confined to States which are also party to one of the copyright conventions.
Membership includes only a part of the world market for phonograms. The
fight against record piracy required the collaboration of as many countries as
possible on a worldwide scale.

X. These were the reasons which prompted the representatives of the
phonographic industry to plead the need to find means on the international
ievel of curbing, halting and punishing acts which, in equity, could not be
justified. They fired their alarm signals at the meeting, in 1970, of experts
gathered together to prepare for the Revision (which took place in the following
year) of the Berne and universal copyright conventions. what they asked for
was a short, simple international treaty to be concluded as quickly as possible.
XI.

With the approval of the competent bodies in WIPO and Unesco,

a

committee of governmental experts convened by these two intergovernmental
Organizations met in March l97l and produced a draft which served as the
basis for a Diplomatic Conference in Geneva in October of that year. Thus, in
less than eighteen months, a new international convention was drawn up and
quite exceptional in the field
adopted. The speed with which it all happened
of the need to combat this
the
urgency
shows
agreements
international
of
growing canker ofrecord piracy by entering into an accord ofwhich the details

-

follow.

I
I
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Preamble
Thc Contractlng Strtcq
conccrned et thc rldcrprcad end lncrculn3 unruthorizcd duplication of phonogremr and thc demagc thlt ls occerionlnt to thc
inlcrccts of euthors, pcrformcn, and produccrr of phonograms;
convlnccd thrt thc protcction of produccrr of phonogrems rgainrt
ruch actr rill elco bcncft thc pcrformcrr *horc pcrformrnccs, lnd
thc euthor! whorc works, lrc rccordcd on thc rald phonogrrmr;
rccognizing thc valuc of thc work undcrtakcn ln thir fcld by thc
Unitcd Netions Educatlonal, Scicntlffc and Cultural Orgenlzatlon and
thc lVorld Intcllcctud Propcrty Organization;
lnxious not to impair In rny wey lntcrnationel rgrccmcnts drcrdy
in forcc and in particuler in no way to prcJudlcc rldcr rcccptencc
of thc Romc Convcntion of Octobcr 26, l!fil, shlch affords
protcctlon to pcrformcrr and to broedcarting orgenizations ar wclt ss
to produccn ofphonograms;
hevc egrecd es followc:

0.1.

Before commenting on the wording of this Preamble, it may be worth
saying a few words about the Convention's title, since this summarizes its
purpose. There are two questions: who is protected? and against what? The
beneficiaries give rise to no difficulty. The facts and fairness itself both point to
the producers of phonograms. When it came to deciding against what they are
protected, the Conference chose the original, reprehensible act, namely the
unauthorized duplication of phonograms. The committee of experts had
thought it better to put the accent on the product (the copies) and their
unauthorized character: the draft therefore spoke ofprotection ofphonograms
against unauthorized duplication. Some would have liked the Convention to
speak explicitly of "piracy" and to use that word. But this would have given the
flavor of crime to the activity and carried the suggestion that it was criminal
rather than civil remedies that were called for. The word was not therefore
used.

0.2.

As with most treaties of this kind, the Convention starts with a Preamble.
This is longer than that of the Rome Convention. It contains four ideas: first,
concern at the growth ofunauthorized copying, and the harm this does to those
concerned; secondly, that by giving protection to phonogram producers, one is
also protecting the performers and authors of the works recorded; thirdly, a
pat on the back for the work done by Unesco and WIPO; and finally a
preoccupation which is worth stressing.

0.3.

There already exists one convention in which producers of phonograms
are given a measure of protection, namely the Rome Convention which has
already been discussed. Some would have preferred that it was in that treaty
that solutions should be found. But it seemed essential to achieve a wider
membership than seems likely to be found in the near future in the Rome

l
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Convention, without in any way making greater acceptance of the latter less
likely. The same is true, by implication, of the copyright conventions.

0.4.

Though not said so in terms in the Preamble, the general feeling was that
this Convention should be as simple as possible and should be open to all States
so as to receive quickly a wide acceptance (see paragraph 25 of the General
Report).
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ARTICLE I

I

Definitions
For thc purpotct

ofthlr Convendon:

(a) 'phonogrem' ttrct[t rny crclnrlvely
pcrformrncc or of othcr

urd 0rltlon of roundr of e

ourdr;

(f,) 'producct of phono3rtmr' ocent tbc pcrron tbo, or thc hgd
cntlty whlch, ftrrt ftrcr thc roundl of I pcrforrencc of otbcr
roundr;

(c) *dupllcatc'oc.nr .tr rdch rhlch contdnr roundr tekcn dlrcctly
or lndlrccdy from r phono3rrm end shlcb cmbodhr dl or r
rubrtantlel part of thc roundr nrcd h thrt phono3rm;
(d) 'dirtrlbutlor to lhc publlc' ncenr rrly tct by rhlch dupllcatco of
a phonogrem ert oficrcd, dlrcctly or lndlrcctly' to thc Scncrst

I

publlc or eny rcctlon ihcrcof.

l.l.

This Article contains the definitions which make the Convention's

framework

-

the meaning of the rights it gives and their scope.

1.2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) define "phonogram" and "producer of phonograms" in terms identical to those used in the Rome Convention (Article 3 (b)
and (c)).

1.3. The words "exclusively aural fixation" used in the definition of

phonogram posed the question of whether it includes the soundtrack of a
iinemitograph film or other audiovisual creation. The point was discussed in
Geneva as the General Report relates. Two theories have been advanced.

1.4. According to one school of thought, when a disc is made from the
soundtrack of a film, the soundtrack constitutes the raw material for the
recording, so that, when an exclusively aural fixation of the soundtrack is
made, the resulting recording is a phonogram within the meaning of the
Convention. In fact, the soundtrack is almost invariably edited or otherwise
altered in the process ofproducing the recording so that a new exclusively aural
version is created.

1.5. The other view is that a film contains two parts, one visual and one aural,
and these are linked from the outset. True, with cinema films, the soundtrack
can be recorded separately and joined later to the celluloid. But with television
films, both are normally recorded together and there is never any exclusively
aural fixation. In other words, if there is simultaneous fixation of sound and
vision, both go to form a single entity and there never exists any exclusively
aural fixation within the meaning of the Convention. In the result, records made
from that soundtrack are not protected by it.

I

I

i
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1.6. The point is not unimportant. If the Convention simply excludes all
recordings which originate as soundtracks of films, and if these can claim
protection from no other clause or treaties, pirate records can be made from
them ad lib and sold on the market. However, if a soundtrack is an integral part
of a film, the maker of the film can it seems, take action under copyrigft, laws or
treaties to prevent the copying of a substantial part of his film, namely the
soundtrack. In any case, as the General Report points out the Convention
provides only for minimum standards of protection so that it is within the
competence of each Contracting State to protect recordings produced from
soundtracks as phonograms under its national legislation if it wishes to do so.

1.7. But it is still important to know what the Convention protects. The
General Report relates that the view of the Conference was that the pcrson to
be protected should be the person who first fixes the phonogram as such. This
suggests that means the person who made the first exclusively aural fixation no
matter what sounds he used to make it. Broadcasting organizations may, of
course, qualify as producers of phonograms or films.
1.8. The "producer of phonograms" may of course be an individual or a
corporation. The nationality of the latter is determined by the place of its
registered office. Protection depends on nationality (see Article 2).
1.9. Paragraph (c) is a definition of "duplicate" (the word was preferred to
"copy" because, in English, the latter could include new recordings imitating or
simulating the sounds in the original which the Convention is not meant to
cover). The expression "directly or indirectly" means that a copy of a copy is
included (two successive pirates, one copying from the other). The definition
also includes duplicates made "off the air" from broadcasts of phonograms.
was deliberately drawn widely to combat all forms of piracy.

It

1.10. It also covers the case where the duplicate does not contain all the
in the original phonogram but only a "substantial part" of them. It

sounds

seemed both logical and fair to stop the piracy of phonograms in whole or in
part. The methods used in the field of recording offer all sorts of possibilities to
take, superimpose and combine extracts of phonograms and it was not felt right
that an infringer should escape on the pretext that he had not taken the whole.

Article l0 of the Rome Convention also speaks of "direct or indirect"
reproduction of phonograms, but without saying expressly that this includes
extracts as wcll as the whole. The general feeling, however, is that it does.
l. I l.

As to the meaning of "substantial" in relation to part of a phonogram,
4l of the General Report makes it clear that this expresses not only
a quantitative, but also a qualitative, valuation; quite a small part may be
substantial. In fact, the purpose of the Convention is to prohibit or punish acts
of piracy in whatever form which damage the interests of the legitimate

paragraph
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phonographic industry. National laws and courts have the final decision when a
sufficient part is taken from the phonogram to make this damage a reality.

1.12. Paragraph (d) of this Article defines "distribution to the public." Unlike
the Rome Convention, this one protects against distribution to the public of
infringing duplicates as well as making them. In order not to narrow the scope
of protection or hamper the legitimate industry, there is no mention, in terms, of
commercial activity. But the words "are offered to the general public" carry
that implication. It is the intended destination of the duplicates that counts.

1.13. It does not appear necessary to prove that any infringing duplicate has
actually changed hands. Duplicates can be offered to the public by means of
advertisements. But in any case, the Convention merely provides a minimum of
protection. Nothing stops a member State legislating against, for example, the
recording for broadcasting of pirate discs, while at the same time perhaps
allowing the exchange of a recorded program into which a pirate disc has
inadvertently crept.

Article 2 to the Phonograms Convention
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ARTICLE 2
Obligations of Contracting States
Whom They Must Protect and Against Vlhat

:

Each Contracting State shall protcct producers of phonogrems
who sre nationals of other Contracting States against the making of
duplicates without thc conscnt of the producer end against the
importation of such duplicates, providcd that sny such making or
importation is for the purposc of distribution to the public, and
against the distribution ofsuch duplicatcs to thc public.

)

2.1. This Article prescribes the obligations which Contracting States must
undertake by setting out the persons to be protected and what they must be
protected against.
2.2. As to

which phonograms must be protected there are at least three

possible points of attachment: the nationality of the maker, the place of first
fixation and the place of first publication. To keep the Convention as simple as
possible, only the first of these was chosen: each Contracting State undertakes
to protect producers of phonograms who are nationals of other Contracting
States.

2.3.

There is one exception (see below Article 7 (a)) corresponding to the
l7 of the Rome Convention. Note that, like the latter,
the Phonograms Convention only governs international situations. A State
undertakes no obligations as to its own nationals, but, in practice, is most
same exception in Article

unlikely to treat them worse than foreigners.

2.4. According to the Article, protection must be given against three acts: the
making of duplicates without consent, their distribution to the public and their
importation for this purpose, i.e., the principal acts of piracy.
2.5. Note that the authorization must be given by the protected phonogram
producer. Some would have preferred the Convention to allow Contracting
States to treat as producer his successor in title. But to have done so might have
created confusion. There is nothing in the Convention to this effect. But the
General Report makes it clear that "consent" may, under thc domestic law of a
Contracting State, be given by the original producer or by his successor in title
or by the exclusive licensee in the Contracting State concerned; nevertheless
this would not affect the criterion of nationality for the purposes of protection.
I

I

2.6. The fact that there must be protection against importation does not
imply any obligation to increase the numbers of customs officers employed in
order to seize all infringing discs which arrive at the frontier. In any case it is
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only importation for distribution to the public that is forbidden, i.e., commercial
imports. There is no point in demanding the confiscation of the individual discs
crossing frontiers, even if infringements, if there is no intention of marketing
them. A commercial aim is essential. The acquisition as souvenirs by a foreign
tourist of the odd disc or cassette does not make him a pirate. The importation
of a large number to make a profit would be a different matter.

2.7. The third prohibited activity is distributing to the public copies made
without consent. There may be no question of importation; they may have been
illicitly made in the country concerned. Whether or not the person making the
records can be traced, there must be power to act against the person selling.
The Article says so expressly.

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

i

Article

l0t

3 to the Phonograms Convention

ARTICLE

3

Means of Implementation by Contracting States
Thc mcenl by rhlch thh Convcntba h trphmcntcd rhell bc r
rnetlcr for thc domcrtlc ltt of cech Coninctln3 Strtc end rhdl
lncludc onc or mort of thc follodog: protcctlon by metnr of thc gnnt
of r copyrlght or othcr rpcclffc r[ht; p?otcctlon by ncenr of thc lrr
rclrtlng to unfrlr compctldon; proccdon by rncrnr of pcnd rencdonr.

3.1. Having set out the obligations of Contracting States, the Convention
now deals with the means by which these obligations are fulfilled. In fact, the
Convention does not confer any homogeneous right, since this Article leaves
membr countries free to choose the legal means by which to meet their
commitments to other member States. But they are not given a completely free
choice since the Article goes on to provide the options open to them.
3.2. Four possible means are described. The first of these is to grant a
copyright in the sound recording such as is enjoyed by authors ofliterary and
artistic works. This treats the recording as not merely an industrial creation,
but the product of skill and labor and hencc its maker is entitled to the same,
or virtually the same, rights as creators of works.
3.3. The second possibility is to

give protection by means of an "other
It has nothing to do with such

specific right." This calls for some explanation.

things as fixed amounts of duty payable to customs officers on imports in
contrast to ad valorem duties. It simply means a right in the nature of a
copyright but known by the different name of a "neighboring right." It is
sufficient, in order to meet the obligations of the Rome Convention, if the
maker enjoys no more than a power to prevent the making of infringing copies.
To meet the obligations of this Convention he must be able to prevent their
importation and distribution to the public as well. The point is made clear in the
cornmentary on the model law on neighboring rights.

3.4, The third legal sanction described in Article 3 is protection by means of
the law relating to unfair competition. This is defined in Article l0Dr's of the
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property as "any act of
competition contrary to honest practices in industrial or commercial matters."
The acts which Article 2 of the Phonograms Convention forbids generally
speaking fall within this definition: the pirate dishonestly damages the
legitimate producer by making and selling exact copies of his wares, often
(since the pirates'costs are considerably less) at prices lower than usual. There
is unfair competition too when the pirate deceives the public as to the true
origin of the records, by passing off his goods as those of the legitimate
producer.

I
I
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3.5. The final legal possibility in this paragraph is protection by means of
penal sanctions. In a Contracting State which meets its obligations by these
means, it must be a criminal offence to do any of the acts set out in Article 2,
punishable by fines and/or imprisonment.
3.6. These means of course are neither cumulative nor mutually exclusive.
One will suffice but national laws may provide for more. For example, a
phonogram producer may sue for unfair competition if the law so allows, even
although he is also the owner of an exclusive right; or again there may be
criminal sanctions for acts which also infringe an exclusive right. To
summarize, there must be an exclusive right (copyright or neighboring right)
enabling the legitimate record producer to sue for damages and/or injunctions,
or the latter must be able to restrain persons committing the acts set out in
Article 2 by means of the unfair competition law, or such acts must be criminal
offences.
3.1 . In offering this choice of means to Contracting States, the Phonograms
Convention, unlike that of Rome and the Copyright Conventions, does not
provide for national treatment and lays down no conventional law which could,
without more ado, be applied in the courts of countries where conventions are
self-applying. It is simply the acceptance of mutual obligations between
Contracting States. As with the Satellites Convention, it is simply a case of
putting an end to reprehensible practices which damage legitimate interests
which merit protection. Because of the need for swift action and wide
acceptance, it was felt acceptable to intermingle the various systems of
protection in the hope that the end would justify the means.

I
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ARTICLE4
Term of Protection
The duralion of thc protcctlon 3lvcn rhell bc a mattcr for the

domcctic lsw of cach Contr.ctlng Stttc. Howcvcr' if thc domcrtlc lew
prcscribcs e rpcclftc duration for thc protectlon, thet duretion rhall
not bc lcsi than trcnly yearr ftom thc cnd rlthct of thc ycar ln rvhich
thc aounds cmbodicd in thc phonogram wcrc ffrst ffrcd or of thc ycar
in shich thc phonogram sar ffrst publlrhed.

I
I

4.1.

This Article leaves the duration of protection to the domestic laws of
Contracting States. But it lays down a minimum term below which that law
may not go. This is twenty years from the end of the year in which the sounds
were first fixed in the phonogram, or from its first publication. Since this is a
minimum and the second event must be later than the first, it is not easy to see
why Contracting States were offered the choice.
Convention, more logically, provides only a minimum of
twenty years from first fixation. Perhaps the thought in this Article was that the
year of first publication is easier to ascertain than that of fixation and, for
tountries adoiting this po'int of departure, twenty years was the minimum.

4.2. The Rome

Note that the twenty-year minimum only operates if a specific term is
prescribed by the domestic law. In a country which chooses to meet its
obligations by means of the unfair competition law, there is often no duration
laid down for the civil wrong committed by the defendant. It is a matter of
general law. However, as the General Report points out, it was assumed that in
this case the protection should not in principle end before twenty years from the
first fixation or first publication as provided for in the Convention for the other

4.3.

means of protection, in order to ensure a balance between the different systems.

i

)

4.4.

Finally, unlike the Rome Convention and the multilateral conventions on
copyright, no reciprocity of term is provided for. This is logical, since there is
equally no provision for national treatment. All that matters is that Contracting
States honor the minimum in Article 4.
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ARTICLE

5

Formalities
If, r e condhloo of piotcctlnt thc producerr of phono3rrmr, r
Contncdn3 Stetg undcr lo domcrdc ler, rcqulrtr complhncc rlth

formdlthr, thctc thdl bc conrldcrcd er fulffllcd lf t[ th. ruthodzcd
dupllcatcr of thc phonqrrm dlrtrlburcd b rh1 publlc or ahclr
contahcrr bclr e nodcc conrlrtlnt of thc rymbol (p, rccompmlcd by
thc yc.r datc of thc ffnt publlcadon, phccd ln luch mmncr u to ilvc

rcaconablc notlcc of cldrn of protcctlon; rn4 lf thc duplicaicr or thclr
cootalnctr do not ldcndfy thc produccr, hlr nrcccror in tltlc or thc
cxclurlvc llccnrcc (by cerryiry hir nrmc, lradcmark or oihcr
rpproprlrtc dcrlgprdon), thc nodcc rhdl dro trcludc thc namc ofthc
produccr, hk rucccror h tltlc or thc crclurlve llccnrcc.

5.1. This Article deals with formalities. During the preparation of the draft,
three possibilities were canvassed: no formalities at all; each State free to
prescribe its own formalities; or that the Convention should prescribe a single
formality for all. The last of these was adopted.
5.2. It is important to understand that no State need prescribe any formalities
at all. All this Article does is to provide that, if any State does demand
formalities as a condition of protection, these are considered met if the formula
in this Article is followed.

5.3. To avoid complications and the added expense for phonogram producers
of complying with two different formalities, this Article follows the formula laid
down in Article I I of the Rome Convention on this point, with minor
modifications to make it fit the scope and wording of the Phonograms
Convention.

5.4. Thus, the symbol and the required information is the same, the latter
being slightly more precise to meet the practices of the phonographic industry

and the legislation of certain States. For these reasons, mention of the
producer's successor in title or exclusive licensee is also permitted.

t

I

5.5. In following the Rome Convention formula, which was itself inspired by
the Article on formalities in the Universal Copyright Convention, this Article
increases the use of the symbol @ on phonograms or on their containers.

I

I

Article 6 to the Phonograms Convention

r05

I

ARTICLE6
Limitations

on Protection

I
I

Any Contrecting Stetc which effords proicctlon by mcanr of
copyrlght or othcr rpcciffc right, or protcctlon by mcans of pcnal
slnctlons, mry in ltc domcstlc lew provldc, with rcgerd to thc
protcctlon of produccrr of phonogramr, thc lamc kinde of limitationr
as are pcrmittcd wlth rcrpcct to thc protcction of euthorr of litcrery

I

i

I

end artlrtlc sorkr. Hosevcr, no compulrory liccnrcr mey bc
pcrmlttcd unlcsr dl of thc followlng condltlonr rrc mct:
(a) thc dupllcetlon h for urc rohly for thc purporc oficachlng or
rclcntlffc trrclrch;

t

(D) the llccnsc rhdl bc vrlld for duolicetlon onlv slthln thc tcrrltorv
of the Contrrctlng Statc whorc compctcnt rulhorlty hu grantcd
thc liccnrc and rhell not cxtcnd to thc cxDort ofdupllcrtca:
(c) thc duplicrtion madc undcr tnc liccnrc aive; rirc to an cqultablc
rcmuncratlon ffxcd by thc rald authorlty trklng lnto rccount,
intcr alla, thc numbcr of dupllcdc! whlch sil bc madc.

I
I
i

f

6. l. As in the Rome Convention, the question arises of the limitations to
protection that should be permitted and the question of compulsory licenses.
The first point to make clear is that in those countries which honor the
Phonograms Convention provisions by means of their unfair competition law,
the question does not arise. Exceptions are only relevant when the phonogram
producers enjoy a property right (copyright or neighboring right) or when there

are penal sanctions.

6.2.

When an action alleging unfair competition is brought, the only question

is whether the conduct of the defendant amounted to competition, and if so
whether or not it was unfair. Permissible exceptions are, so to speak, built in
automatically to the system. But when the phonogram producer enjoys a
specific right, it is a different matter.

l

6.3. Article 6 allows Contracting States to provide the same exceptions as
they provide for authors. In this it follows Article 15 (2) of the Rome
Convention (see the Commentary on that Article in the first part of this work).

6.4.

I

I,

)

But what if a country which joins this Convention has no copyright laws
and is a member of neither of the multilateral copyright treaties? This question,
more theoretical than real, is answered in the General Report: they may be
guided by the principles contained in those copyright treaties.

6.5. In its second sentence,

Article 6 provides that, with one exception, no
compulsory licenses may be granted. To allow any general system of
compulsory licensing would be a sort of encouragement to copy which it is the
object of the Convention to prevent. In any case, nothing in this Convention

(
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public performance
- Convention.
in contrast with Article l2 of the Rome

gives protection against secondary uses of phonograms

or broadcasting

-

may apply the same exceptions as it does for
copyright under its domestic law (not the copyright conventions except where it
has no domestic copyright law). No general system of compulsory licenses is

6.6. To summarize, a State
allowed.

6.7.

But there is one exception to the ban on compulsory licenses, provided
three cumulative conditions are met. The copy must be for use solely for
teaching or scientific research. This wording is analogous to a provision (which
applies to developing countries) in the Universal Copyright Convention, but
wider since the word "teaching" is unqualified; export of copies is prohibited;
and fair remuneration must be paid to the original producer.

6.8. It

must be remembered that the Phonograms Convention only gives
protection against making, importing, and marketing "for the purpose of

distribution to the public." There must be few, if any' cases in which the aim of
this exception "use solely for teaching or scientific research" falls within that
prohibition.

I
,a

l

6.9.

Although the text does not say so, this limited power to issue compulsory
licenses seems intended particularly for developing countries. But, on the face
of it, it is of general application, and for that reason the commentary on the
model law on neighboring rights mentions the possibility.

{

I

I
l

i

I(
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ARTICLE

7

Sauings

Article

I

paragraph (I): Safeguard of Copyright and Neighboring Rights

(l) This Convention shall in no way be interpreted to limit or
prejudice the protection othcrsise sccured to authors, to performers,
to producers of phonograms or to brordcasting organizations undcr
any domcstic law or international agreement.

l
t

7,

7.1. Article 7 deals with a number of

miscellaneous

and

seemingly

unconnected matters. Perhaps the connecting link is that they are all safeguards
either for particutar categories of individuals or for the freedom of action for
member States.

)

7.2. The first paragraph is a combination of Articles I and 2l of the Rome
Convention. The Phonograms Convention is not to limit or prejudice the
protection otherwise enjoyed under domestic laws or international agreements
Ly any of those categories which have an interest in the making or sale of
pfionogra1nr, namely authors, performers and broadcasting organizations, not
io mention the phonogram producers themselves (but not including the
merchants through whose hands phonograms pass).

!

7.3.

i
I

Though not specified the relevant international agreements are the Berne
and Universal Conventions on Copyright, the Rome Convention on Neighboring Rights and the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property
(particularly Article lODfs (2)), as concerns unfair competition.

1.4. In the preparatory draft it

was said that the new treaty could not be

interpreted as "superseding" (not merely limiting) protection under other laws

and treaties. But this, it was felt, might lead to confusion between countries
bound by the Rome and Phonograms Conventions respectively, having regard
to the different levels of protection provided for in these two Conventions.

But another question arises: that of the relationship between two States
each of which is a party to both Conventions (Rome and Phonograms). The
effect of Article 22 of lhe Rome Convention was discussed in the earlier part of
this Guide. The Phonograms Convention does not appear to give phonogram
producers "more extensive rights" than that of Rome. True, it goes beyond
mere making of pirate discs and covers also importation and,sale. But, unlike
Rome, it contains no provisions relating to secondary uses of phonograms. It
certainly contains no provision which is "contrary" to the Rome Convention.
Nevertheless it is to Article 2l rather than Article 22 of Rome that one looks to

7.5.

)
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find the link between the two Conventions. In any case, countries party to both
must each accord the other the benefits of both cumulatively. There is no
conflict between the two and in cases where texts overlap, the obligation is to
apply the one which gives the greater protection.

Article

7,

paragraph (2): Protectionfor Performers

(2) h fiell bc a mrttcr for thc domcrtic lrs of cech Contrrcting
Strtc to dctcrmlnc lhc cxtcnt, if !ny, to rhich pcrformcrc gholc
pcrformenccs erc ftxcd ln e phonogrm rrc cntitlcd to cqjoy
protcction end thc condltions for c4foying rny ruch protcction.

7.6. By this

I
{

I

of Article 7 Contracting States are left to
will on protection for the performers recorded on the

second paragraph

legislate as they

phonograms in question.

.

There appears, in any case, to be nothing to stop countries legislating on
this point and the paragraph is really superfluous. But it was considered to be
worth inserting to show that those assembled in l97l in Geneva have not
ignored the damage which record piracy may cause not only to the industry but
to performers as well, and to remind the Contracting States of the latter's
7.1

I

needs.
I

7.8. It was not however

felt necessary to impose an obligation on States to
allow performers to take action if the phonogram producer failed to do so. As
the General Report points out, this was a matter which could be covered in the
contract governing the making of the recording.
Article

7,

I

paragraph (3): Non-Retroactiuity

(3) No Conrecting Stetc shall bc rcquircd to epply thc provirlonr
of this Convcntlon to any phonogrrm ffxed bcforc this Convcntion
entcrcd into forcc wlah rcrpcct to thrt Strtc.

1.9. This provision on retroactivity follows Article 2O(2) of the Rome
Convention. No country is required to protect phonograms first fixed before
the Convention entered into force for that country. It is not of course
obligatory. Any country may protect phonograms retroactively if it wishes.

7.10. If Contracting States follow the non-retroactive principle, the effect of
the Convention is thereby weakened since pirate copies of a phonogram fixed
earlier may continue

to circulate. But

some countries have constitutional

objections to retroactive protection; and in any case it is usually the hit of the
day out of which the big money is made. There is less demand for copies of
older recordings.

{

Article 7 to the Phonograms Convention

Article

I
II

Statc rhlch, on Octobcr 29, l9?1, rfiords

3[*::'i],:L#i$,.#1ffifl:H""xll":,1"']'"T;'r:ffi:::;
Gcncrrl of thc Wodd Intcllcctud Propcrty Orgrnlzeilon, dcclere that
it tJlll apply thlr crltcrion instcrd ofthc critcrion ofthc natlonellty of

r

J
I'

paragraph (4): Substitution of the Criterion of Fixation

({) Any Contrrcting

:
I

7,

109

rhc produccr.

7.11. This paragraph permits the continuation of an existing situation. It
allows States which, on October 29, 1971, protected phonograms only on the

of fixation, to continue to apply this criterion rather than that of the
nationality of the maker. The date mentioned is that of the end of the
Uasis

gonference in Geneva which drew up the Convention.

7.12. This provision follows Article l7 of the Rome Convention, inserted to
meet the needs of certain States which wished to join the treaty. See the
Commentary on Article l7 in the earlier part of this work.

t

I
I

\
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ARTICLE

t

Secretariat

(t) The Intcrnational Burcau of the World lntellcctual Property
Organization rhall asccmble and publish lnformation conccrning thc
protcction of phonograms. Each Contracting Statc shall promptly
communicate to the Intcrnstional Burcau all ncw laws and offfcial
tcxts on thls subJcct.
(2) The International Burcau shall, on nequcst, furnish information
to any Contracting Ststc on matteru concerning this Convention, and
chall conduct studics and provide rcrvices dcsigned to facilitate the
protection provirled for thcrtin.
(3) The Internetional Bureau shall cxercisc thc functions
enumeratcd in paragraphs (l) and (2) abovc in coopcration, for
matters within their respective competcnce, sith the united Nations
Educatlonal, Sclcntiffc end Cultural Organlzation and the Intcrnational Labour Organisation.

8.1. This Article is the first of the final clauses dealing with administrative
matters. The first two paragraphs follow Article 24, sub-paragraphs (2), (4) and
(5) of the Berne Convention. They set out the functions normally performed by
the Secretariat ofan international treaty.
8.2. The duty of

providing the Secretariat is conferred on the World
Intellectual Property Organization, the only specialized agency of the United
Nations which deals with all aspects of intellectual property. It performs the
secretarial duties for the Berne Convention and the Paris Convention on
Industrial Property, and is one of the three intergovernmental organizations
entrusted with the administration of the Rome Convention on Neighboring
Rights. WIPO is charged not only with the normal secretarial duties, but has
also some of the functions of a depository power (see below).

8.3.

Paragraph

3

provides that WIPO shall exercise its function in

cooperation, for matters within their respective competence, with Unesco and

the International Labour Organisation. Such collaboration already exists in
practice by reason of working agreements between the agencies concerned and
that has operated satisfactorily.

8.4. In

fulfilling the tasks set it by this Article, the Bureau of WIPO

has

published synoptic tables showing the legal protection given to phonograms in
a number of countries. The Model Law on Neighboring Rights, published
under the auspices also of Unesco and ILO, takes account, in a number of

instances, of the Phonograms Convention. Finally the three specialized
agencies have combined forces to draw the attention of States to the desirability
of becoming party to this Convention on Phonograms.

I

Article 9 to the Phonograms Convention

lll

ARTICLE 9
Article

9,

Joining the Conuention
paragraph (1): Signature and Deposit

(t)

This Convention shall be dcposited wlth thc Sccrctary-Gcncral
open until April 30, 1972, Iot
signature by any Statc that is I membcr of thc Unitcd Nationr, any of
the Spccializcd Agcncier brought into relationship with rhc United
Nations, or thc Internetional Atomlc Encrgy Agcncy, or b a party to
thc Statute ofthc Intcrnatlonal Court ofJusticc.

of thc United Nations. It shall bc

9.1. This first paragraph deals with three points. First, it provides that the
depository of the original text (see below Article 13 (l)) shall be the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. This is the same as in the Rome
Convention (see Article 23) and the Satellites Convention (19?4).

9.2.

The Convention is open to signature until April 30, 1972, i.e., six months
after the last day (October 29, 197 l) of the Geneva Conference which drew up
the Convention. What was said about Article 23 of the Rome Convention
applies equally here.

9.3.

Finally it determines the countries which may sign (and later ratify) and
those who may accede. The formula in the
read with paragraph (2)
-Stockholm Convention (1967)
- creating the World Intellectual Property
Organization was followed and not that of Rome which is limited to States
members of one or other of the multilateral copyright conventions (Article 24).
The widest possible membership was therefore foreseen.

9.4.

This formula seemed most likely to result in a large mernbership in the
shortest time and hence the best way to stop record piracy. As has already
been said, this was a prime reason for concluding the Convention in the first
place.

Article

9,

paragraphs (2) and (3): Ratification and Accession

(2) This Convention shall be subject to ratiffcation or acceptancc
by thc s3gnatory Statcs. It shall be opcn for accession by any State
referred to in paragraph (l) ofthis Article.

(3) Instruments of ratification, acceptanee or accession shall bc
depositcd with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

9.5.

These two paragraphs deal with the ways of becoming a party to the
Convention. Those countries which have signed may ratify their signatures.
Others may accede. So far as procedure (though not substance) is concerned,
this paragraph follows the Rome Convention.

tt2

WIPO

-

Guide to the Phonograms Convention

9.6. If a State, for reasons of internal law, prefers to "accept" rather than
"ratify," this Article, like the Rome Convention, permits it. Accession is open
to any State falling within paragraph (l).
9.1

.

Instruments

of ratification,

acceptance

or

accession are sent

to

the

depository power.

Article

9,

paragraph (4): States' Obligations as to Their Domestic Law
(4) lt lr undcrrtood thrt, !a thc tlmc r Sirtc bccomcr bound by thir

Convcntlon, it

sill

bc ln

r

porltion in eccordrncc

rith

lts domcsaic

lew to glvc cffcct to thc provlrlonr ofthc Convcnllon.

9.8.

There are precedents for this provision in a number of treaties. It is the
same as Article 36 of the Berne Convention and analogous with Article X of

the Universal Copyright Convention, Article 25 (2) of the Paris Convention
and Article 26.2 of Rome. (See the Commentary above on that Article.)

I

Article l0 to the Phonograms Convention

ll3

ARTICLE IO
Reseruations
No rcservations to thls Convcntion erc pcrmittcd.
10. l. This very short Article forbids all reservations by Contracting States. It
is identical with Article l6 of the WIPO Convention, and like Article 3l of the
Rome Convention except that the latter names certain permitted reservations.

10.2. Although it

does not say so,

it is clearly without prejudice to Article

7 (4) which does allow certain States to apply a criterion
producers ofphonograms other than the normal one.

I

of protection for

I

tr4
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ARTICLE

II

I

Entry into Force and Applicability
Article

1 1,

paragraphs (1) and (2): Entry into Farce of the Conuention

(l) This

I

Convcnllon shall entcr lnto forcc thrce months aftcr

i

dcposit ofthc nfth hstrumcnt ofratiffcatlon, ecccplattcc or acccgsion.

i

(2) For crch Ststc ratlfying, ecccpting or rcccding to thi3
Convcntion after thc dcporit of thc fffth inttrumcnt of ratification'
rcccplance or acccslion, thc Convcntion chdt cntcr irrto forcc lhree
months efter thc dstc on which thc Dlrcclor Gcncrd of thc rilorld

l

I

Intcllectuel Propcrty Organization informc thc Saatcs, in accordencc
rrlth Articlc 13, paregrapb (4), of the dcporlt of lts lnstrumcnt.

ll.l.

These

first two paragraphs cover the coming into force of

I

the

Phonograms Convention. For its commencement, a very small number was
chosen: five States sufficed. This was because of the urgency of the problem.

11,2. For the first five States it is in force three months after the deposit of the
fifth instrument. This was in fact April 18, 1973.

I1.3. The second paragraph deals with States joining after the fifth. For them
it enters into force not three months after the date of deposit, but three months
after the Director General of WIPO has notified other States of this deposit
(see Article l3). This follows exactly the formula appearing in the Berne
Convention.

Article

11 , paragraphs

(3) and (4): Applicabilily of the Conuention to

Certain Terrilories
(3) Any Statc mey, et thc timc of retiffcation, acccpttncc or
rcccssion or rt any lstcr detc, dcclarc by notiflcation sddrcascd to thc
Sccrctary-Gencral of thc Unitcd Netions that this Convcntion shall

{

spply ro all or any onc ofthc tcrritorhr for shosc intcrnatlonal alfalrs
it ir rcsponriblc. This notiffcation rvill lakc cficct threc months after
thc datc on rrhich il is rcceivcd.

(4) Howevcr, thc prcccding pamgraph may in no way bc
undcrctood as implying thc recognition or taclt .cccptance by a
Contracting Statc of thc foctual situation concerning e tcritory to
which this Convcntion ic made applicablc by anothcr Contracting

St8tc by virtuc

I

ofthc said paragraph.
1

I1.4. This paragraph allows States to declare that the Convention applies to
territories for whose international relations it is responsible. It does so by
notification to the depository power, either on itself joining the Convention or
later. Such a notification takes effect three months after its date of receipt.

i

Article I I to the Phonograms Convention

ll5

11.5. However, paragraph (4) makes it clear that paragraph (3) in no way
implies recognition or tacit acceptance by other Contracting States of the
factual situation of such a territory. Many countries feel it is anachronistic to
speak of another State being responsible for the international affairs of a
territory which does not, strictly speaking, lie within its frontiers. This has
appeared in a number of recent treaties (see for example Article 3 I of the Berne
Convention, Paris Act (1971)). It appeared for the first time in the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (Washington 1970). For that reason it does not feature in
the Rome Convention.

t

)
I
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ARTICLE

12

Denunciation of the Corumtion

(l)

Aoy Coatnctln3 Strtc nry &nouncc thlr Convcndon, on itr

om bchd or on bchdf of eny of thc acrrltorlcr rcfcrtd to ln Ardch
I I, prryreph (tI by rlttcn notl0cedon eddrcrrcd to thc SccrctrryGcncnl of thc Unlted Nedonr.
(2) Dcluncletlon rhdl trtc cflect trclvc oonthr dicr thc deG on
rhhh thc Sccrttery-Gcncrd of tbc Unltcd Netlonr hu rccclvcd thc
nott0crdon.

12.1. This Article contains the usual provisions on denunciation of

the

Convention.

12.2. It is modelled on the first two paragraphs of Article 28 of the Rome
Convention and the effects are the same (twelve months after receipt by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations). The comments on Article 28 (see
above) apply equally here.

I

l

ll?

Article l3 to the Phonograms Convention

ARTICLE

13

Languages and N otifcations

(l) Thir Convcntlon rhall bc rigncd ln r rlnglc copy in Engllrh,
Frtnch, Rusrirn end Spenirh, thc four tcrtr bclng cqually euthentlc.
(2) Official iexrs rhrll bc Btablirhcd by thc Dlrcctor Gcncral of thc
VYorld Intcllcctual Propcrty Organizatlon, aftcr consultrtion slth thc
lnlcrertcd Govcrnmcnts, ln thc Arablc, Dutch, Gcrman, ltrlian and
Portugrrcsc lenguegcr.

(3) Thc Sccrctary-Gcncrel of thc Unitcd Netionr rhell notify thc
Dlrcctor Gcncrel of thc lYorld lnacllccaud Propcrty Organizrtion, thc
Dlrcctor-Gcncrel of th. Urltcd Nadonr Educatlonal, Scicntlftc end
Culturel Orgrnlzetlon rnd thc Dlrcctor-Gcncrd of thc Intcrnstlonrl
Lebour Officc of:
(a) rlgneturcr to thir Convcntlon;
(D) thc dcposit of inrtrumcnts of ratlftcatlon' rcceptrncc or
rcccrsioni
(c)
(d)
(a)
(4)

thc datc of cntry lnlo forcc of lhls Convcntlon;
eny dcclaration notlffcd purtu.nt to Artlclc I I, pangreph (3);
thc rccclpt of notlflcallonr of dcnunclatlon.
Thc Dlrcctor Gencrrl of thc World Intcllcctud Propcrty
Organlzatlon rhdl lnform lhc Strtcr rtfcrrcd to ln Artlclc 9,
parrgreph (l), of rhe notiffceilonr rccclvcd pursurnt to thc prcccdlng
paragreph'and of rny dccleretlons medc undcr Artlclc 7, peragreph

(4). Hc rhall alro notify thc Dircctor-Gcncrel of thc Unltcd Natlonr
Educational, Scicntlffc and Culturd Orgrnlzatlon end thc DlrtctorGencral ofthc lntcrnetional Lebour Offlcc oftuch dccl.rrtlons.
(5) Thc Sccrctery-Gcncnl of thc Unltcd Nltions rhall trencmlt
two ccrtiffcd coplcs of this Convcntlon to thc Strtca rcfcrcd to ln
Artlclc 9, paregaph (l).

I

I
I

I

13.1. These are the usual final clauses. The first two paragraphs deal with the
languages in which the Convention is drawn up, and the preparation of official

in other languages. These texts are the responsibility
General of WIPO in consultation with interested governments.
texts

13.2. The original Convention is in four

Rome,

Russian

-

of the Director

languages. To the three used in

has been added. They are all equally authentic.

13.3. To the Rome list of languages in which

there are official texts, two have
been added. Arabic appeared in the Revision, earlier in the same year (1971),
of the Copyright Conventions. The other is Dutch. This number of languages

(nine in all) shows the desire to focus the attention of as many States as
possible on the Convention with a view to wide early membership. WIPO has
already published the texts.

13.4. Paragraphs (3) and (4) provide the machinery of notifications by the
depository power and the Director General of WIPO. The latter, because of his
administrative tasks exercises some functions usually carried out by the former.

lr8
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13.5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations informs the Director
General of WIPO and also the Directors-General of Unesco and the ILO
(since these three form the joint Secretariat of the Rome Convention) of
signatures, declarations, notifications, etc., which he receives.

13.6. The Director General of WIPO then tells the States of the information
he has received. He also receives and passes on notifications under Article 7.4
of the choice of the criterion of fixation instead of that of nationality. Since the
date on which the Convention takes effect as regards countries joining after the
first five depends on when the Director General of WIPO sends out irs
notification, it behoves him to act with speed.
13.7

,

Finally, the Secretary-General of the United Nations circulates certified

copies of the Convention to all the States mentioned in Article 9

(l).

*ta

I
i

I
I

I

I

I
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ROME CONVENTION,

1961

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF PERFORMERS, PRODUCERS OF PHONOGRAMS
AND BROADCASTING ORGANISATIONS
The Contracting States, moved by the desire to protect the
rights of performers, producers of phonograms, and broadcasting
organisations,
Have agreed as follows:

Article I

Protection granted under this Convention shall leave intact
and shall in no way affect the protection of copyright in literary
and artistic works. Consequently, no provision of this Convention may be interpreted

as

prejudicing such protection.

Article 2

l. For the purposes of this Convention, national treatment
shall mean the treatment accorded by the domestic law of the
Contracting State in which protection is claimed:

(a) to performers who are its nationals, as regards
ances taking place, broadcast, or first fixed, on its territory;

I

I

perform-

t20

WIPO

-

Guide to the Rome and Phonograms Conventions

(D) to producers of phonograms who are its nationals, as

regards

phonograms first fixed or first published on its territory;

(c') to broadcasting organisations which have their headquarters on
its territory, as regards broadcasts transmitted from transmitters situated
on its territory.
2. National treatment shall be subject to the protection specifically
guaranteed, and the limitations specifically provided for, in this Convention.
Article 3
For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) "performers"

means actors, singers, musicians, dancers, and

other persons who act, sing, deliver, declaim, play in, or othenvise perform literary or artistic works;
(D) "phonogram" means any exclusively aural fixation of sounds
of a performance or of other sounds;
(c) "producer of phonograms" means the person who, or the legal
entity which, first fixes the sounds of a perfomlance or other sounds;
(d) "publication" means the offering of copies of a phonogram to
the public in reasonable quantitY;
(e) "reproduction" means the making of a copy or copies of a
fixation;
(/) "broadcasting" means the transmission by wireless means for
public reception of sounds or of images and sounds;

ft:)

"rebroadcasting" means the simultaneous broadcasting by one

broadcasting organisation

of the broadcast of

another broadcasting

organisation.

Article 4
Each Contracting State shall grant national treatnlent to performers

if any of the following conditions is met;
(a) the performance takes place in another Contracting State;
(D) the performance is incorporated in a phonogram which is
protected under Article 5 of this Convention;

t2t
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(c)

the performance, not being fixed on a phonogram, is carried by
which is protected by Article 6 of this Convention.

a broadcast

Article

l.

5

Each Contracting State shall grant national treatment to proif any of the following conditions is met:

ducers of phonograms

(a) the producer of the phonogram is a national of another Contracting State (criterion of nationality)l
(D) the first fixation of the sound was made in another Contracting
State (criterion of fixation);

(c) the phonogram was first published in another Contracting State
(criterion of publication).

2. If a phonogram

was first published in a non-contracting State

but if it was also published, within thirty days of its first publication, in a
Contracting State (simultaneous publication), it shall be considered as
first published in the Contracting State.

3. By means of a notification deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, any Contracting State may declare that it will not
apply the criterion of publication or, alternatively, the criterion of fixation. Such notification may be deposited at the time of ratification, acceptance or accession, or at any time thereafter; in the last case, it shall
become effective six months after it has been deposited.
Article 6

l. Each Contracting State shall grant national treatment to broadcasting organisations if either of the following conditions is met:
(a) the headquarters of the broadcasting

organisation is situated

in another Contracting State;

(D) the broadcast was transmitted from a transmitter situated in
another Contracting State.

2.

By means of a notification dcposited with the Secretary-Ceneral

of the United Nations, any Contracting State may declare that it will

\
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I

protect broadcasts only if the headquarters of the broadcasting organisation is situated in another Contracting State and the broadcast was
transmitted from a transmitter situated in the same Contracting State.
Such notification may be deposited at the time of ratification, acceptance or accession, or at any time thereafter; in the last case, it shall

1

I

1

I
l

become effective six months after it has been deposited.

!

Article 7

l.

The protection provided for performers by this Convention
shall include the possibility of preventing:
(a) the broadcasting and the communication to the public, with'
out their consent, of their performance, except where the performance
used in the broadcasting or the public communication is itself already
a broadcast performance

|i

or is made from a fixation;

(D) the fixation, without their consent, of their unfixed performance;

(c)
pe

the reproduction, without their consent, of a fixation of their

rformance:

1

(i) if the original fixation itself was made without their consent;
(ii) if the reproduction is made for purposes different from those

(

for which the performers gave their consent;
if the original fixation was made in accordance with the pro'
visions of Article 15, and the reproduction is made for purposes different from those referred to in those provisions.

I

(iii)

it

2. (l)

lf

broadcasting was consented

shall be a matter

to by the performers,

for the domestic law of the Contracting State

where protection is claimed to regulate the protection against rebroad'
casting, fixation for broadcasting purposes and the reproduction of
such fixation for broadcasting purposes.

(2) The

terms and conditions governing the use by broadcasting
tlf fixations made for broadcasting purposes shall be
determined in accordance with the domestic law of the Contracting
organisations

State where protection is claimed.

l

I

(

l
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However, the domestic law referre<l to in sub-paragraphs (l)
of this paragraph strall not operate to deprive performers of
the ability to control, by contract, their relations with broadcasting

(3)

and (2)

organisations.

Article 8

I

Any Contracting State may, by its domestic laws and regulations,
specify the manner in which performers will be represented in connexion with the exercise of their rights if several of them participate in
the same performance.

Article 9

I

a'

Any Contracting State may, by its domestic laws and regulations,
extend the protection provided for in this Convention to artists who do
not perform literary or artistic works.
Article lO
Producers

of phonograms shall enjoy the right to authorise or pro-

hibit the direct or indirect reproduction of their phonograms.

Artich

ll

If, as a condition of protecting the rights of producers of phonograms, or of performers, or both, in relation to phonograms, a Contracting State, under its domestic law, requires compliance with formalities,
these shall be considered as fulfilled if a[ the copies in commerce of the
published phonogram or their containers bear a notice consisting of the
symbol @ , accompanied by the year date of the fust publication, placed in such a manner as to give reasonable notice of claim of protection;
and if the copies or their containers do not identify the producer or the
licensee of the producer (by carrying his name, trade mark or otJrer
appropriate designation), the notice strall also include the name of the
owner of the rights of the producer; and, furthermore, if the copies
or their containers do not identify the principal performers, the notice
strall also include the name of the person who, in the country in which
the fixation was effected, owns the rights of such performers.

t24
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Article

lf

l2

a phonogram published for commercial purposes, or a reproduc-

tion of such phonogram, is used directly for broadcasting or for any
communication to the public, a single equitable remuneration shall be
paid by the user to the performers, or to the producers of the phonograms, or to both. Domestic law may, in the absence of agreement
between these parties, lay down the conditions as to the sharing of this

I

remuneration.

Article

13

Broadcasting organisations shall enjoy

the right to authorise or

prohibit:

(a)

the rebroadcasting of their broadcasts;

(6) the fixation of their broadcasts;
(c) the reproduction:

(i)
(ii)

I

of fixations, made without their consent, of their broadcasts;
of fixations, made in accordance with the provisions of Article 15,
of their broadcasts, if the reproduction is made for purposes

I

different from those referred to in those provisions;

I

(d) the communication to the public of their

television broadcasts if such communication is made in places accessible to the public
against payment of an entrance fee; it shall be a matter for the domestic
law of the State where protection of this right is claimed to determine
the conditions under which it may be exercised.

Arricle

l

I

(

l4

The term of protection to be granted under this Convention shall
last at least until the end of a period of twenty years computed from
the end of the year in which:

(a) the fixation was made-for
mances incorporated therein

phonograms and

for

perfor-

;

l

I

i
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(D) the performance took place-for performances not incorporated
in phonograms;

(c)

the broadcast took place-for broadcasts.

Article 15

i

l. Any Contracting State may, in its domestic laws and regulations,
provide for exceptions to the protection guaranteed by this Convention
as regards:

)

(a)

private

(D)

use

use ;

of short excerpts in connexion with the reporting of current

events;

(c)

ephemeral fixation by a broadcasting organisation by means
its own facilities and for its own broadcasts;

of

(d) use solely for the purposes of teaching or scientific research.
2. Irrespective of paragraph I of this Article, any Contracting
State may, in its domestic laws and regulations, provide for the same
kinds of limitations with regard to the protection of performers, producers
of phonograms and broadcasting organisations, as it provides for, in its
domestic laws and regulations, in connexion with the protection of copyright in literary and artistic works. However, compulsory licences may be
provided for only to the extent to which they are compatible with this
Convention.
I

Article

l6

l Any State, upon becoming party to this Convention, shall be
bound by all the obligations and shall enjoy all the benefits thereof. However, a State may at any time, in a notification deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, declare that:
(a)

as regards

Article l2:

(i) it will not apply the provisions of that Article;
(ii) it will not apply the provisions of that Article
uses;

in respect of certain
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(iii)

as regards phonograms the producer of which is not a national
another Contracting State, it will not apply that Article;

(iv)

as regards phonograms the producer of which is a national of another Contracting State, it will limit the protection provided for by
that Article to the extent to which, and to the term for which, the
latter State grants protection to phonograms first fixed by a na-

of

I

tional of the State making the declaration; however, the fact that
the Contracting State of which the producer is a national does not
grant the protection to the same beneficiary or beneficiaries as the
State making the declaration shall not be considered as a difference
in the extent of the protection;

(b)

as regards

Article

13,

it will not apply item (d)of that Article;

if a Contracting State makes such a declaration, the other Contracting
States shall not be obliged to grant the right referred to in Article 13,
item (d), to broadcasting organisations whose headquarters are in that
State.

2. If the notification referred to in paragraph I of this Article
is made after the date of the deposit of the instrument of ratification,
acceptance or accession, the declaration will become effective six months
after it has been deposited.
Article

I

17

Any State which, on October 26,196l , grants protection to pro'
ducers of phonograms solely on the basis of the criterion of fixation
may, by a notification deposited with the SecretaryCeneral of the
United Nations at the time of ratification, acceptance or accession, de'
clare that it will apply, for the purposes of Article 5, the criterion of fixation alone and, for the purposes of paragraph | (a) (ili) and (iv) of Arti'
cle 16, the criterion of fixation instead of the criterion of nationality.
Article

l8

Any State which has deposited a notification under paragraph

of Article 5, paragraph 2 of Article 6'

paragraph

3

I of Article 16 or

I
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Article 17 , may, by a further notification deposited with the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, reduce its scope or withdraw it.
Article

19

Notwithstanding anything in this Convention, once a performer
to the incorporation of his performance in a visual or
audio-visual fixation, Article 7 shall have no further application.

has consented

Article 2O

l. This Convention shall not prejudice rights acquired in any
Contracting State before the date of coming into force of this Convention for that State.
2.

No Contracting State shall be bound to apply the provisions
of this Convention to performances or broadcasts which took place, or
to phonograms which were fixed, before the date of coming into force
of this Convention for that State.

?

Article 2l

I

The protection provided for in this Convention shall not preju'
dice any protection otherwise secured to performers Producers of pho'
nograms and broadcasting organisations.

t
I

Article 22
Contracting States reserve the right to enter into special agreements among themselves in so far as such agreements grant to perform'
ers, producers of phonograms or broadcasting organisations more extensive rights than those granted by this Convention or contain other provisions not contrary to this Convention.
Article 23

This Convention shall be deposited with the Secretary'General
of the United Nations. It shall be open until June 30,1962, for signa'
ture by any State invited to the Diplomatic Conference on the Interna'
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tional Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organisations which is a party to the Universal Copyright Convention or a member of the International Union for the Protection of
l.iterary and Artistic Works.
Article 24

l. This Convention shall be subject to ratification or acceptance by
the signatory States.
2. This Convention strall be open for accession by any State invited
to the Conference referred to in Article 23,and by any State Member of
the United Nations, provided that in either case such State is a party to
the Universal Copyright Convention or a member of the International
Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.
3. Ratification, acceptance or accession shall be effected by the
deposit of an instrument to that effect with the SecretaryCeneral of the
United Nations.

I
I

{

Article 25

l.

This Convention shall come into force three months after the
date of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification, acceptance or

I

accession.

2. Subsequently, this Convention shall come into force in respect of
each State three months after the date of deposit of its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or accession.
Article 25

I. Each Contracting State undertakes to adopt, in accordance with
its Constitution, the measures necessary to ensure the application of this
Convention.

2. At the time of deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession, each State must be in a position under its domestic
law to give effect to the terms of this Convention.

I
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Article 27

I

L Any State may, at the time of ratification, acceptance or accession, or at any time thereafter, declare by notification addressed to the
SecretaryCeneral of the United Nations that this Convention strall
extend to all or any of the tenitories for whose international relations it
is responsible, provided that the Universal Copyright Convention or the
Internationd Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works applies to the territory or territories concerned. This notification
shall take effect three months after the date of its receipt.

2. The notifications referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 5, paragraph 2 of Article 6, paragraph I of Article 16 and Articles 17 and 18,
may be extended to cover all or any of the territories referred to in
paragraph I of this Article.
Article 28

l. Any Contracting State may denounce this Convention, on its
own behalf or on behalf of all or any of the territories referred to in

I
I

AIticle 27.

2. The denunciation shall be effected by a notification addressed to
the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations and shall take effect twelve
months after the'date of receipt of the notification.
3. The right of denunciation shall not be exercised by a Contracting
State before the expiry of a period of five yean from the date on which
the Convention came into force with respect to that State.
4.

I

t

l
I
I

A Contracting State shall cease to be a party to this Convention
from that time when it is neither a party to the Univenal Copyright
Convention nor a member of the Intemational Union for the Protection
of Literary and Artistic Works.

5. This Convention shall ceasc to apply to any territory referred to
in Article 27 from that time when neither the Universal Copyright Convention nor the International Convention for the Protection of Literary
and Artistic Works applies to that territory.
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Article 29

l. After this Convention has been in force for five years, any Contracting State may, by notification addressed to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, request that a conference be convened for the purpose of revising the Convention. The Secretary4eneral shall notify all
Contracting States of this request. If, within a period of six months
following the date of notification by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, not less than one half of the Contracting States notify him of
their concurrence with the request, the Secretary-General shall inform
the Director-General of the International Labour Office, the DirectorGeneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Director of the Bureau of the International Union for
the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, who shall convene a revision conference in cooperation with the Intergovernmental Committee
provided for in Article 32.
2. The adoption of any revision of this Convention shall require
an affirmative vote by two-thirds of the States attending the revision
conference, provided that this majority includes two-thirds of the States
which, at the time of the revision conference, are parties to the Convention.

3. In the event of adoption of a Convention revising this Convention in whole or in part, and unless the revising Convention provides
otherwise:

(a) this Convention strall ceas€ to be open to ratification, acceptance or accession as from the date of entry into force of the revising
Convention;
(b)

this Convention shall remain in force as regards relations between or with Contracting States which have not become parties to the
revising Convention.
Article 30

Any dispute which may arise between two or more Contracting States
concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention and
which is not settled by negotiation shall, at the request of any one of

I

l
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I

I

the parties to the dispute, be referred to the International Court ofJustice for decision, unless they agree to another mode of settlement.

Article 3l

I

Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article 5,
2 of Article 6, paragraph I of Article 16 and Article 17,
no reservation nuy be made to this Convention.
paragraph

Article 32

l. An

Intergovernmental Committee

is hereby

established with

the following duties:

(a) to study questions

concerning the application and operation

of this Convention; and
(b ) to collect proposals and
revision of this Convention.

to preparc documentation for

possible

2. The Committee shall consist of representatives of the Contracting
States, chosen with due regard to equitable geographical distribution.
The number of members strall be six if there are twelve Contracting
States or less, nine if there are thirteen to eighteen Contracting States
and twelve if there are more than eighteen Contracting States.
3.

The Committee shall be constituted twelve months after the

Convention comes into force by an election organised among the Contracting States, each of which strall have one vote, by the DirectorGeneral of the International I-abour Office, the DirectorCeneral of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
and the Director of the Bureau of the International Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, in accordance with rules previously approved by a majority of all Contracting States.

The Committee strall elect its Chairman and officers. It strall
its own rules of procedure. These rules shall in particular
provide for the future operation of the Committee and for a method

4.

establish
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selecting its members for the future in such a way as to ensure rotation among the various Contracting States.

of

I

5. Officials of the International labour Office, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Bureau of the
International Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works,
designated by the Directors-General and the Director thereof, shall
constitute the Secretariat of the Committee.
6.

Meetings

of the Committee, which shall be

a majority of its members deems it

convened whenever
necessary, shall be held successively

headquarters of the International Labour Office, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Bureau

at the

of the International Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works.

7. Expenses of members
respective Governments.

of the Committee shall be borne by their
Article 33

l.

The present Convention is drawn up in English, French

and

Spanish, the three texts being equally authentic.

2. In addition, official

texts

of the present

Convention shall

be

drawn up in German, Italian and Portuguese.

Article 34

l.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify the
to the Conference referred to in Article 23 and every
State Member of the United Nations, as well as the DirectorCeneral
of the Intemational lrbour Office, the DirectorCeneral of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the
Drector of the Bureau of the International Union for the Protection
of Literary and Artistic Works:
(o) of the deposit of each instrument of ratification, acceptance
States invited

(

i

or accession;

(b)

of the date of entry into force of the Convention;

I

i
i

I

I
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(c) of all notifications, declarations or communications provided
for in this Convention;
(d) if

any of the situations referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5 of

Article 28 arise.

2.

The SecretaryCeneral of the United Nations strall also notify the
of the International l:bour Office, the DirectorGeneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and the Director of the Bureau of the Intemational Union
for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works of the requests colnmunicated to him in accordance with Article 29, as well as of any communication received from the Contracting States concerning the revision of
the Convention.

Director4eneral

IN FAITH WHEREOF, the undersigned, being
thereto, have signed this Convention.

duly

authorised

DONE at Rome, this twenty-sixth day of October 1961, in a single
copy in the English, French and Spanish languages. Certified true copies
shall be delivered by the SecretaryCeneral of the United Nations to all
the States invited to the Conference referred to in Article 23 and to
every State Member of the United Nations, as well as to the DirectorGeneral of the International labour Office, the DfuectorCeneral of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the
Director of the Bureau of the International Union for the Protection
of Literary and Artistic Works.

l

I

l

l

I
I

,l

I

I
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Convention for the Protection
of Producers of Phonograms
Against Unauthorized Duplication
of Their Phonograms
of October 29,1971

The Contracting Statee,
concerned at the wideepread and increaging unauthorized
duplication of phonograme and the damage thie is occasioning
to the intereets of authora, performers and producers of
phorrograms;

convinced that the protection of producers of phonograms
against euch actg will also benefit the performers whose performancee, and the authors whose works, are recorded on the
said phonograms;
recognizing the value of the work undertaken in thie field
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and the Vorld Intellectual Property Organiza-

tion;
anxious not

to impair in any way international

atree-

ments already in force and in particular in no way to prejudice wider acgcptance of the Rome Convention of October 26,
1961, which affords protection to performers and to broadcasting organizations as well as to producers of phonograms;
have agreed ae follows:

1
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Article I
For the purposes of this Convention:
means any exclusively aural fixation of
sounds of a performance or of other soundsl
(b/ " producer of phonograms " means the person who, or
the'legal entity which, first fixes the sounds of a performance or other sounds;
(c/ " duplicate " means an article which contains sounds
taken directly or indirectly from a phonogram and which
embodies all or a substantial part of the sounds fixed
in that phonogram;
(d) " distribution to the public " means any act by which
duplicates of a phonogratn are offered, directly or indi'
rectly, to the general public or any section thereof.

(o/ " phonogram "

Article

2

Each Contracting State shall protect producers of phonograms who are nationals of other Contracting States against
the making of duplicates without the consent of the producer
and against the importation of such duplicates, provided that
any such rnaking or importation is for the purpose of distribution to the public, and against the distribution of such
duplicates to the public.

Article 3
The means by which this Convention is implemented shall
be a matter for the domestic law of each Contracting State
and shall include one or more of the following: protection
by means of the grant of a copyright or other specific right;
protection by means of the law relating to unfair competition;
protection by means of penal sanctions.

Article 4
The duration of the protection given shall be a matter
for the domestic law of each Contracting State. However, if
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the domestic law prescribes a epecific duration for the protection, that duration shall not be less than twenty years
from the end either of the year in which the sounds embodied
in the phonogram were first fixed or of the year in which
the phonogram was first published.

Article

5

If, ae a condition of protecting the producers of phonograms, a Contracting State, under its domestic law, requires
compliance with formalities, these shall be considered as fulfilled if all the authorized duplicates of the phonogram distributed to the public or their containers bear a notice consisting of the symbol @, accompanied by the year date of
the first publication, placed in such manner as to give reasonable notice of claim of protection; and, if the duplicatee
or their containers do not identify the producer, hie successor
in title or the exclusive licensee (by carrying his name, trademark or other appropriate designation), the notice shall also
include the name of the producer, his successor in title or the
exclusive licensee.
Artiele 6

I

I
I

i

Any Contracting State which affords protection by means
of copyright or other specific right, or protection by means
of penal sanctions, may in its domestic law provide, with
regard to the protection of producers of phonograms, the
same kinds of limitationo as are permitted with respect to the
protection of authore of literary and artistic works. However,
no compulsory licenses may be permitted unless all of the
following conditions are met:
(a) the duplication is for use solely for the purpose of
teaching or scientific researchl
(b) the license shall be valid for duplication only within
the territory of the Contracting State whose competent
authority has granted the license and shall not extend to
the export of duplicates;
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the duplication made under the license gives rise to an
equitable remuneration fixed by the said authority tak'
ing into account, inter alia, the number of duplicates

which will be made.
Article 7
Convention shall in no way be interpreted to
prejudice
the protection otherwise secured to authors,
limit or
to performers, to producers of phonograms or to broadcasting
organizatiolrs rrnder any domestic law or international agree'

(I) This

ment.

(2) It shall be a matter for the domestic law of each Con'
tracting State to determine the extent, if any, to which per'
formers whose performances are fixed in a phonogram are
entitled to enjoy protection and the conditions for enjoying
any 6uch protection.
(3) No Contracting State shall be required to apply the
provisions of this Convention to any phonogram fixed before
this Convention elrteretl into force with respect to that State'
(4) Any Contracting State whiclr, on October 29, 1971,
affords protection to producers of phonograms solely on the
basis of the place of first fixation may, by a notification
deposited with the Director General of the World Intellectual
Property Organization, tleclare that it will apply this criterion
instead of the criterion of the nationality of the producer'

Article

8

(l) The Interttational Bureau of the Vorld Intellectual
Property Organization shall assemble and publish information
concerning the protection of pholrograms. Each Colrtracting
State shatl promptly comnrunicate to the International Bureau
all new laws and official texts on this subject.
(2) The International Bureau shall, bn reqtrest' furnish
information to any Contracting State on matters concerning
this Convention, and shall conrlrrct studies antl provide ser'

I
I
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vices designed to facilitate the protection provided for
therein.

(3) The International Bureau shall exercise the functions
in paragraphs (l) and (2) above in cooperation,
for matters within their respective competence, with the
enumerated

I
i

United Natione Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi.
zation and the fnternational Labour Organisation.

I

I
I

Article 9
(l) This Convention shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. It shall be open until
April 30, 1972, for signature by any State that is a member
of the United Nations, any of the Specialized Agencies brought
into relationship with the United Nations, or the Interna.
tional Atomic Energy Agency, or is a party to the Statute of
the International Corrrt of Justice.
(2) This Convention shall be subject to ratification or
acceptance by the signatory States. It shall be open for acces.
sion by any State referred to in paragraph (l) of this Article.
(3) Instruments of ratification, acceptance or accession
shall be deposited with the Secretary.General of the United
Nations.

( ) It is understood that, at the time a State becomes
bound by this Convention, it will be in a position in accordance with its domestic law to give effect to the provisions of
the Convention.
Article l0
No reservations to this Convention are permitted.

Article ll
(l) This Convention shall enter into force three months
after deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession.
(2) For each State ratifying, accepting or acceding to this
Convention after the deposit of the fifth instrument of ratiI
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fication, acceptance or accession, the Convention shall enter
into force three months after the date on whieh the Director
General of the World Intellectual Property Organization informs the States, in accordance with Article 13, paragraph (4),
of the deposit of its instmment.
(3) AnV State may, at the time of ratification, acceptance
or accession or at any later date, declare by notification
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations that
this Convention shall apply to all or any one of the territories
for whose international affairs it is responsible. This notification will take effect three rnonths after the date on which it
is received.
(4) However, the preceding paragraph may in no way be
understood as implying the recognition or tacit acceptance by
a Contracting State of the factual situation concerning a territory to u'hich this Convention is made applicable by another
Contracting State by virtue of the said paragraph.

Article

I
I

12

(I) AnV Contracting State may denounce this Convention,
on its own behalf or on behalf of any of the territories
referred to in Article 11, paragraph (3), by written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations'
(2) Denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the
date on which the Secretary-General of the United Nations
has received the notification.
Article 13
(1) This Converrtion shall be signed in a single copy in
English, French, Russian and SpaIrish, the fortr texts being
equally authentic.
(2) Official texts shall be established by the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization, after
consultation with the interested Governnrents, in the Arabic,
Dutch, German, Italian and Portuguese languages.
I

t
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(3) The

Secretary-General of the United Nations ehall no-

tify the Director

General of the Vorld Intellectual Property
Organization, the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the DirectorGeneral of the International Labour Office of:
(c,) signatures to this Convention;

(b) the deposit of instruments of ratification,
or

acceptance

accessionl

(c) the date of entry into force of thie Convention;
(d) any declaration notified pursuant to Article 11, paragraph (3);

(e) the receipt of notifications of denunciation.
( ) The Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization shall inform the States referred to in Article 9, paragraph (I), of the notifications received pursuant
to the preceding paragraph and of any declarations made
under Article ?, paragraph (a). He shall also notify the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the Director-General of the International Labour Office of such declarations.
(5) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
transmit two certified copiee of this Convention to the States
referred to in Article 9, paragraph (l).

I
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