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Correspondence
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Book Reviews

Les Correspondances inédites, by André Frangon and Claude
Goyard. One volume of 388 pages, published in 1984 by
Economica, Paris.

André Frangon and Claude Goyard, both Professors at the
Paris University of Law, Economics and Social Science, had
the excellent idea of compiling in one work the various com-
munications presented to an international symposium held in
Paris in June 1983. The subject of the symposium was not
without interest — unpublished correspondence: the legal,
technical and administrative problems of conserving, consult-
ing and publishing correspondence. The symposium attracted
over 150 attorneys, professors of law, lawyers and research
workers. The conclusions of the symposium were drawn by
Professor Roland Drago, of the same University, and Presi-
dent of the Société de législation comparée.

The various questions discussed are grouped together in
four parts dealing, respectively, with legal aspects in French
law, publication, legal aspects in comparative law and the case
of the correspondence of the well-known author Frédéric Mis-
tral, whose holographic will is reproduced in an annex to-
gether with various interesting documents on this case.

As remarked by André Kerever, Conseiller d’Etat, in one
of his contributions, “there is no need to emphasize the great
cultural and humanistic value of publishing hitherto unknown
correspondence since it is such an obvious source of ideas and
of thinking; in a way, it belongs to the universal heritage, but

it also remains, and there lies the problem, the subject of pri-
vate appropriation.”

The subject is a vast one; the range of questions that it
poses and of the fields on which it touches is impressive : per-
sonality rights, copyright (and of course moral rights), quota-
tions, commercial law, publishing contracts (frequently post-
humous), possession of the manuscripts, the contents of let-
ters missive, the right of secrecy, conservation of originals,
archiving, and so on. It is indeed a very wide field with impli-
cations that are not only legal but also technical, economic
and administrative.

The authors of the reports submitted to the symposium
treated all these matters with great competence.

Although the combination of statutory provisions, case
law trends and day-to-day practice often leads to compro-
mises that satisfy no one, it nevertheless remains that the
question of unpublished correspondence suffices to demon-
strate the need to give copyright a strong and effective protec-
tion. The conflicts of rights that may arise in this context must
be resolved, in our view, in such a way that prime importance
is given to copyright.

This work compiled by Professors Francon and Goyard
incontrovertibly represents a precious source of references and
a useful working tool for anyone interested in this subject
which, although it sometimes engenders passions, certainly
deserved that such a work be devoted to it.

C.M.
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