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Book Reviews-

: A Handbook of Copyright in British Publishing Practice, by
J.M. Cavendish. One volume of 210 pages. Second edition.
Cassell Ltd., London, 1984.

The life of copyright laws unfolds in the everyday practice
of using protected works. Essentially, copyright lives and
breathes through non-lawyers whose concern is with subject
matters, and who implement the law as a matter of routine.
Copyright experts generally intervene only where disorders
upset the normal operation of the copyright system or where it
is challenged by special circumstances. There is thus a perma-
nent need for books that further the understanding of copy-
right law by non-lawyers who have to comply with its require-
ments in the course of their professional activities.

Mrs. Cavendish has produced an excellent example of such
a book. Since 1974, when her work was first published, it has
been thoroughly revised and brought up to date in order that
account may be taken of new developments in copyright, par-
ticularly in British law, such as the preparatory work on the
revision of the Copyright Act of 1956, or relevant case law;
recent US legislation is also considered, however, as are var-
ious proposals and initiatives to ease particular copyright pro-
blems. :

The handbook describes the existing copyright law and
special regulations relating to publishing (e.g. those concern-
ing the deposit of publications and scripts, or the International
Standard Book Numbering system). It covers both statutory
provisions and prevailing usage. The handbook is conceived
in a well-structured and clear fashion; it explains the legal
provisions in an easily understandable manner and offers reli-
able guidance through the labyrinth of lawful publishing and
use of books for the benefit of writers, artists, composers, pho-

tographers, editors, journalists, copyright agencies and librar-
ians, not to mention people working in radio, television and
films and also in music, electronic and software publishing.

Apart from describing the basic notions of copyright law,
such as the meaning of copyright, its owenrship, duration,
contents and limitations, the author gives information and
advice on practical aspects of the implementation of the law,
e.g. the extent to which protected works may be used to create
a new work, the copyright position regarding the revision of
texts, or the publishing of texts with a supervisory editor.

The handbook also covers relatively new aspects of copy-
right protection, such as the public lending right, questions of
reprographic reproduction and copying by libraries, the pub-
lisher’s copyright in his typography, cable television, satellite
broadcasting and copyright problems relating to computers.

Particularly instructive parts are those devoted to the con-
tractual aspects of publishing protected works (how to com-
pose a contract, the differences between licensing and assign-
ment, the rights covered by a publishing contrgct (with special
regard to the so—called subsidiary rights), “blanket licensing,”
etc.).

In addition to questions arising from everyday practice,
the book also contains information on some special insfitu-
tions of British Copryight Law, such as works in perpetual
copyright (granted to universities and colleges under the
Copyright Act of 1775) or the privileges relating to the Autho-
rized (“King James”) Version of the Bible.

Though expressly intended for non-lawyers, the handbook
may well afford preliminary assistance also to lawyers not spe-
cialized in copyright, especially those outside the United
Kingdom, in finding their way in British copyright law.

G.B.
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