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100 Jahre URG (Schweizerische Vereinigung fiir Urheber-
recht). One volume of IX-431 pages. Verlag Stimpfli
& Cie AG Bern, 1983.

This book, which contains contributions from a large
number of eminent specialists, has been compiled under the
guidance of Professor M. Rehbinder (who is also the author
of the preface and of one of the contributions) and of
Privatdozent W. Larese.

The purpose of this volume is to commemorate the
centenary of the Swiss federal law on copyright. The first
cantonal law containing general provisions to prevent the
reprinting of literary works was adopted in Ticino in 1835.
Some 20 years later, in 1856, a dozen Cantons concluded a
“concordat” to provide protection for authors’ rights at
intercantonal level. The first federal law in this field was
not adopted until 1883, after consultation with the interested
circles. Early in the XXth century, the need to revise the
copyright legislation began to make itself increasingly felt.
The preparatory work, which lasted a number of years, led
to the promulgation of a new law in 1922. This law is still
in force, as amended in 1955.

It would be difficult to describe in just a few lines all
the articles of undeniable interest for the historical develop-
ment of copyright in Switzerland, its practical application,
case law, a number of current topics, protection of the dif-
ferent categories of works, and so on. Special attention of
foreign readers should nevertheless be drawn to the article
by Professor M. Pedrazzini on Swiss copyright law and the
international conventions, particularly the Berne Convention.

M.S.

Il diritto d’autore, by Mario Fabiani. One volume of
60 pages. UTET, Turin, 1983.

This very concise account of copyright and neighboring
rights in Italy was written as part of a treatise on private

law published under the editorship of Pietro Rescigno. It
constitutes a new contribution to legal writing in this field
and is particularly useful to foreign readers wishing to
acquaint themselves with the fundamentals of the relevant
legislative structure and case law situation in Italy.

One section of the work is devoted to the principles of
international copyright and the territorial application of
Italian law, particularly in relation to the Treaty establishing
the European Economic Community. M.S.

Le convenzioni internazionali sul diritto d’Autore e i diritti
vicini. Aggiornamento al 1o Gennaio ’82, by Leonello
Leonelli. One volume of 360 pages. Alberto Carisch
Editore, Milan, 1982.

This work forms part of a series covering laws, treaties
and international conventions on intellectual property,
edited under the guidance of the author.

The volume comprises two parts. The first is an “intro-
ductory note” of some 130 pages containing the important
elements of each of the international instruments covered
by the study (Berne Convention, Universal Copyright Con-
vention, Rome Convention, Phonograms Convention, Sa-
tellites Convention, the European Agreements, and also the
WIPO and Unesco Conventions governing the administra-
tive aspect of protection). In the case of the Berne Conven-
tion and the Universal Copyright Convention, a compara-
tive analysis of the provisions contained in the various sus-
cessive Acts is also given.

The second part contains the texts, in Italian or French,
of the above-mentioned instruments.

A synoptic table showing the membership of the
countries in the various conventions, together with the dates
of entry into force, and an analytical index are given in
annex. M.S.
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