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International Activities

A nchins?

International Association for the Advancement of Teaching and Research
in Intellectual Property (ATRIP)

Assembly (First Session)

(Geneva, July 15, 1981)

The International Association for the Advance-
ment of Teaching and Research in Intellectual Pro-
perty (ATRIP) held its first session at Geneva on
July 15, 1981. University professors and researchers
from the following 30 countries attended the session:
Argentina, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,
China, Colombia, Finland, France, Germany (Fede-
ral Republic of), Greece, Hungary, India, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Soviet Union, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Tunisia, United Kingdom, United States
of America, Yugoslavia.

The International Association for the Advance-
ment of Teaching and Research in Intellectual Pro-
perty was established on the eve of the opening of
the Round Table of University Professors on
Teaching and Research in Intellectual Property Law
which was organized by WIPO at its headquarters in
Geneva from July 14 to 16, 1981. ! The plans for the
creation of the International Association stem from
the recommendation made by the participants at an

1 For the Note on the Round Table of Univer-
sity Professors on Teaching and Research in Intellectual
Property Law, see p. 267.

earlier Round Table, organized by WIPO in 1979,2
that the Director General of WIPO convene a small
group of professors to prepare a draft of the consti-
tution of an international association of professors
and researchers in the field of intellectual property
law. That small group of professors met in April
1980 and prepared the draft of the Constitution of
the International Association which was then circu-
lated to the participants of the 1979 Round Table for
their views and acceptance. The creation of the Inter-
national Association was announced at the 1981
WIPO Round Table and was opened for signature on
that occasion to those who had been invited to that
Round Table. The Constitution was signed at a spe-
cial signing ceremony, held on July 14, 1981, by 69
professors and researchers.

The general objective of the International Asso-
ciation is to contribute to the advancement of teach-
ing and research in the field of the law of intellec-
tual property. Specific objectives are to be pursued by
the International Association in respect of teaching,
including, inter alia, that more time and attention be
devoted by universities and similar institutions to the

2 See Industrial Property, 1980, p. 74.
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