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Letter from Luxembourg

The Protection of Rights Neighboring on Copyright
and the Protection of Record Manufacturers
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INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 213

International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC)

Administrative Council

(Paris, April 1 to 3, 1981)

The Administrative Council of CISAC, at its
meeting held in Paris at the beginning of April, estab-
lished the text of resolutions expressing the views of
the General Assembly on two questions discussed by
it at its meeting in Dakar in November 1980, * the
drafting of which resolutions had been entrusted to
the Administrative Council. The texts of the resolu-
tions are reproduced below.

Resolutions

Promotion of the profession of author in the developing
countries, more especially in Africa

The International Confederation of Societies of
Authors and Composers (CISAC), meeting in General
Assembly in Dakar from November 3 to 7, 1980,

Given the report with which it was presented on the
authors’ profession in African countries,

Notes with satisfaction that the Governments of these
countries are giving increasing attention to the social role of

* See Copyright, 1980, p. 366.

their national creators whose works, thanks to modern
means of communication, are reaching an ever wider public;

Recalls that copyright, by its intrinsic nature, contrib-
utes to the dissemination of works while at the same time
respecting the interests of the public and those of the author
who thereby encounters a guarantee of his independence
and a source of his livelihood;

Ascertains however that African authors are still all too
often not in a position to earn from their creative work suf-
ficient means to make a living and do not thus feel encour-
aged to create, in particular because of the absence or in-
adequacy of appropriate infrastructures in the area of pro-
tection and support of authors and because of a certain in-
adequacy of the system of cooperation as at present applied
in the copyright field;

Observes that in African countries almost all authors’
organizations existing at present, and those in the process of
being established, gather together all professional categories
of authors and are thus in possession of an abundance of
capacities so as to apply those economic, moral and
cultural prerogatives which the law bestows on its members;

Wishes that these organizations may be of effective
assistance to authors at the time when they are trying to
create and for the dissemination of their works and that
they may equally guarantee help in the event of cyclical
difficulties and in their old age;
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