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Copyright Law in the Soviet Union, by Michael A. Newcity.
A volume of X-212 pages. Praeger Publishers, New York
— London, 1978.

The author of this book — who is a member of tbe
New York Bar and also a member of the Committees on
Soviet Law, East-West Trade and Investment, and Interna-
tional Copyright Treaties and Laws of the American Bar
Association — emphasizes, at the very beginning of his pre-
face, tbe importance of the Soviet publishing industry.
According to him, the publishing houses of tbe Soviet
Union print and disseminate more books than tbe publishers
of any other country of tbe world; they also publisb more
works in translation tban any otber nation. The study of
Soviet copyright law is therefore “no mere academic
endeavor.”

The book is divided into three parts. The first deals
with the origins and development of copyright law in the
Soviet Union, tbe second witb tbe legal protection of liter-
ary and artistic property in that country, and the third with
“ postaccession developments and controversies ” (i.e., the
developments after the Soviet Union’s accession to the Uni-
versal Copyrigbt Convention). Two appendices contain tbe
Fundamentals of Civil Legislation of the USSR (copyright
provisions) and the relevant provisions of the Civil Code of
tbe Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic (RSFSR). A
selected bibliograpby and an index appear at the end of the
volume.

Many readers will probably be suprised to learn tbat tbe
first Russian copyright law dates back to 1828, and that
treaties on bilateral copyrigbt protection were signed as
early as in 1861 with France and in 1862 with Belgium. Ivan
Turgenev, representing the Russian writers’ circles, attended
the International Literary Congress at Paris in 1878 which
paved the way to tbe creation of tbe Berne Convention.

One of the peculiar features of the Soviet copyright
legislation is the concept of “publication,” according to
whicb a work is considered published when it is released to
tbe public, performed in public, displayed in public, diffused
by radio or television, or communicated in any other man-
ner to an indeterminate group of persons (Civil Code of the

z Book Reviews

RSFSR, Art. 476, and the corresponding provisions in civil
codes of other Union Republics). The consequence of this is
that an unpublished work of a foreign autbor, national of a
Berne Union country, whicb was first performed in tbe
Soviet Union and thus considered “published” in that
country, may be protected under Soviet legislation wbile at
the same time being protected under the Berne Convention
in all member States of the Berne Union.

Another important characteristic of the system of copy-
rigbt protection in the Soviet Union is that tbe provisions
of standard publishing contracts and otber standard con-
tracts for the exploitation of works have the force and
effect of law. Individual contracts may contain clauses
which are not included in sucb standard contracts; however,
if they are less favorable for the author than those estab-
lished by law or by the standard contract, they are null and
void and are replaced by tbe applicable provisions of the
law or clauses of the standard contract.

Among the statutory limitations of the exclusive rigbts
of the author, compulsory purchases are specifically men-
tioned. Since the right to publish, publicly perform or other-
wise use a work may be compulsorily purchased by the
State, the author concludes that the right to publisb an
unpublished work may be overriden by tbe State’s decision
to purchase the rigbts therein.

A chapter of the book is devoted to the protection of
Soviet autbors abroad. Prior to 1967 (the year when the
first bilateral agreement was concluded by the Soviet
Union), the works of Soviet authors were not eligible for
copyright protection in most countries, the only major
exception being France until 1964.

In the concluding chapters, the author analyzes tbe
prospects for trade in literary property between the United
States and the Soviet Union. According to him, they seem
relatively good, “though somewhat uncertain.” In this
connection, he expresses the opinion that, though the first
year after Soviet accession to tbe Universal Copyright Con-
vention was marked by distrust on the part of United States
publishing and artistic circles, “it is a hopeful sign that the
problems encountered are legal and/or commercial in
nature rather than political.” M.S.
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