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,Intemational Activities

International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC)

XXXTI* Congress
(Toronto and Montreal, September 25 to 30, 1978)

At the invitation of the Canadian society Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers Association of Can-
ada Ltd (CAPAC), the International Confederation
of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC) held
its XXXIst Congress in Canada from September 25
to 30, 1978, meeting successively in Toronto and
Montreal.

The opening session in Toronto was honored by
the presence of Mr. John Roberts, Secretary of State
for Canada, and Mr. Louis O’Neill, Minister of Com-
munications, Quebec, attended the closing dinner in
Montreal.

WIPOQ, invited to attend as an observer, was rep-
resented by Mr. Claude Masouyé, Director of the
Copyright and Public Information Department.
Unesco and a number of international non-govern-
mental organizations, together with prominent figures
from Canadian literary and artistic circles, also
attended the Congress as observers.

Participation in the Congress, chaired by the Ger-
man composer Werner Egk, included delegations
from member societies of CISAC from the following
41 States: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Czecho-
slovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, German
Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic
of), Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Peru, Poland, Portugal, Senegal, South Africa, Soviet
Union, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom,

United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela,

Yugoslavia; and from Hong Kong.

As usual, a number of matters of a purely admin-
istrative or internal nature were first discussed; the
subsequent debates of the Congress centered on four
topics:

— Rationalization and viability in the copyright field
(report by Professor Dr. Erich Schulze, President
and General Manager of GEMA, Federal Repub-
lic of Germany);

— The economist, a new force on the copyright
scene (report by Mr. John Mills, General Man-
ager of CAPAC, Canada);

— State intervention in the operations of authors’
societies in Latin America (report by Mr. J. M.
Fernandez Unsain, President of SOGEM, Mexi-
co, and President of the Panamerican Council of
CISAC);

— Sound and visual reproduction for personal use
(report by Mr. Taddeo Collova, SIAE, Italy).
The reports submitted were followed by interest-

ing debates that led to the adoption by the Congress

of a number of resolutions. The Congress also
approved the resolutions submitted by the Interna-
tional Councils of Authors as a result of their activ-
ities during the period elapsing since the preceding

Congress held in Paris in 1976. The text of these res-

olutions, giving CISAC’s position on various matters

of current concern in the field of copyright, is repro-
duced below.
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