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First Thoughts on the Copyright Act of 1976
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International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers

Legal and Legislation Committee
(New York, May 4 to 6, 1977)

The Legal and Legislation Committee of CISAC
met in New York from May 4 to 6, 1977, under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Denis de Freitas and in the
presence of its Honorary President, Mr. Valerio De
Sanctis. Most of the members of the Committee took
part in the work either as members designated by
societies of authors or in a personal capacity; they
came from the following countries: Australia, Aus-
tria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany (Federal
Republic of), Italy, Poland, Soviet Union, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States
of America.

WIPO, which had been invited in an observer
capacity, was represented by Mr. Claude Masouyé,
Director, Copyright and Public Information Depart-
ment, and by Mr. Shahid Alikhan, Director, Copy-
right Division.

The agenda included consideration of the follow-
ing subjects, which were presented by the respective
rapporteurs:

— protection of authors in the case of transmission
of broadcasting programs via satellites: Professor
Eugen Ulmer (Federal Republic of Germany);

— the new United States Copyright Act of Octo-
ber 19, 1976: Mr. Bernard Korman (United States
of America);

— contractual systems in the field of videograms:
Professor H. Lund Christiansen (Denmark);

— possible solutions, particularly at the level of
national legislation, to the problem of private use

of recordings of works of the mind with a tape
recorder or analogous devices: President Valerio
De Sanctis (Italy);

— harmonization of copyright legislations in the
European Economic Community: Mr. A. Hirst
(United Kingdom);

— disclosure of pseudonyms by authors’ societies:
Dr. W. Dillenz (Austria);

— protection of the moral rights of authors and
the role of authors’ societies in this respect:
Mr. Y. Rudakov (Soviet Union);

— penal defense of copyright in Italy: Mr. Gino
Galtieri (Italy).

The Committee also heard a number of commu-
nications on copyright developments in certain coun-
tries, notably from Professor Ljungman (Sweden) on
the Scandinavian countries.

The Committee’s time was taken up above all
with the study of the new United States copyright
legislation, owing to the importance of the event
constituted by this legislative reform. This study was
continued at a meeting organized by the American
Society of Composers and Publishers (ASCAP), in
the course of which Miss Barbara Ringer (Register
of Copyrights) made a presentation, with comments,
of the new legislation, the original text of which is
published in this review, while a French translation
prepared by WIPO appears in Le Droit d’auteur.
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