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Correspondence

Letter from Algeria

Ali BENCHENESB *

1. Following its independence in July 1962, Alge-
ria’s immediate concern was not to legislate on copy-
right.

Apart from the need to channel energy for the
settlement of a number of pressing problems, there
are two explanations for this temporary neglect. One
of them is that French legislation, which had been in
force in Algeria prior to independence, was main-
tained by virtue of the Law of December 31, 1962.
This text made application of French legislation sub-
ject to its provisions being free of any discriminatory
or colonialist features.

In fact, however, the French Law of March 11,
1957, made applicable to Algeria by its Article 80,
did not possess any such disqualifying feature, so

* Doctor of Law, Algiers.

that the existence of a usable text on literary and
artistic property lessened the urgency of the Algerian
sovereign body’s need to intervene. Moreover, such
intervention would have been theoretical and without
immediate effect, owing to Algeria’s cultural depen-
dence and obvious underdevelopment.

Underdevelopment was indeed evident, the cul-
tural situation being no more than a reflection of the
country’s economic underdevelopment. The illiteracy
rate, estimated at nearly 809/ in 1962, was hardly
conducive to literary and artistic production, and the
stagnation in that area, in terms of quantity if not of
quality, was clearly visible.

This was paralleled by almost total cultural depen-
dence. Literary and music publishers were scarce,
and more often than not limited to a special field.

Cinematographic production was non-existent,
and there was visibly no incentive for creation.
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