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——= INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES —

8* Inter-American Congress on Copyright
(Asuncién, May 4 to 8, 1970)

On the kind invitation of the Society of Authors and Com-
posers of Paraguay (APA - Autores Paraguayos Asociados),
the Pan American Council of the International Confederation
of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC) held the
8 Inter-American Congress on Copyright at Asuncién from
May 4 to 8, 1970.

The meeting was attended by delegates of authors’ socie-
ties from the following countries: Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, as well as
by prominent persons from legal and university circles in
Paraguay.

BIRPI, invited as an observer, was represented by Mr.
Claude Masouyé, Senior Counsellor, Head of the External and
Public Relations Division.

The opening meeting of the Congress took place in the
presence of H. E. General Don Alfredo Stroessner, President
of the Republic of Paragnay, together with numerous Para-
guayan dignitaries.

The agenda included-an examination of copyright prob-
lems at present existing in certain Latin American countries
(in particular, Chile, where Parliament has before it a Bill on
the protection of copyright and neighboring rights) and in
the international field as a result of the revisions now being
envisaged to the Berne Convention and the Universal Copy-
right Convention.

On the occasion of this Congress, a Seminar on copyright
was arranged at the Law Faculty of the National University
of Paraguay, during which the BIRPI representative gave a
lecture on the present status of international copyright law *.

A resolution, the text of which is reproduced below, was
adopted and handed personally to Dr. Radl Sapena Pastor,

* The text of the lecture is published in the quarterly review of
BIRPI La Propiedad Intelectual, No. 2, 1970.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay, when he received
the BIRPI representative, accompanied by a delegation of
the Pan American Council of CISAC.

The 8" Inter-American Congress on Copyright expressed
its satisfaction at the encouraging results of the approaches
made to Ecuador and Colombia with a view to accession by
those countries to the Berne Convention.

During the discussions at Asuncién, the Pan American
Council of CISAC appointed its officers for the coming two
years. The chairmanship will be exercised by the Mexican
Society (SACM) and the vice-chairmanship by the Chilean
Society (SATCH). The next Congress is to take place in 1971
at Santiago de Chile.

Resolution

The 8th Inter-American Congress on Copyright. meeting at Asuncion
(Paraguay), from May 4 to 8, 1970,

Considering the need to afford to Paraguayan authors and composers
really effective protection of their works throughout the world, and thus
to permit the development of the valuable cultural resources of Paraguay,
which is closely bound up with economic and social development;

Considering that the Berne Convention, as revised at Brussels, is the
most appropriate instrument of world-wide scope for the protection of
literary and artistic works at international level;

Considering that five Latin-American countries are already parties
to the Berne Convention, namely Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and
Uruguay;

Considering the importance for all Latin-American countries of par-
ticipating fully, as members of the Berne Union, in the forthcoming world
conferences which are to revise the copyright system with a view to
adapting it to the needs of the world of today,

Respectfully requests His Excellency the President of the Republic
to allow the Government of Paraguay to examine the possibility of de-
positing with the Swiss Government, as soon as possible, Paraguay’s instru-
ment of accession to the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary
and Artistic Works in its Brussels text.

(Original in Spanish. BIRPI translation)
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