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PATENT OFFICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA (BPO)

• a national state body for legal protection of industrial 
property based in Sofia, second level spending unit at the 
Ministry of Economy and Industry.

• a modern state institution whose vocation is to work for
the implementation of the modern system for protection
of industrial property.

BPO is
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Industrial designs

Copyright and related 
rights 

Trademarks and 
geographical 
indications

Topology of integrated 
circuits

Plant varieties and 
animal breeds

Inventions and utility 
models

SPCs
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https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/

Examination- substantive examination (after the publication of the application)

Classification:

• IPC (51)

•CPC (52)

BPO-EPO data exchange- twice a month:

•A1 publications

•B1 publications

•U1 publications

e-Filing 

e- Journal- twice a month (https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/)

Uploading to e-Register the descriptions of:

•Published patent applications (A1)

•Granted Patents (B1)

•Registered utility models (U1)

•Validated EP 

https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/
https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/
https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/
https://portal.bpo.bg/bpo-journal/


PRIOR ART DATA 

Data preparation and delivery – overall flow

• Fill-in structured data 
(title, abstract, classes, 
etc.)

• Prepare, upload and 
bookmark the image 
files;

• Prepare and upload 
full-text files

BPO 
Registers
Database

BPO Back 
office 

system

Data 
extraction 

module

DATA 
EXTRACTION

EPO M2M
 DATA TRANSFER
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Data preparation in back-office – structured data
• Back-office system has intuitive user interface with strong data validations 

Attached 

files Bookmarked 

PDF image

Full-text 

docx file

Submitted by 

applicant
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PRIOR ART DATA 

Data preparation in back-office – Image files
• EPO Scan application no longer in use – setting bookmarks is now an integral part of the 

back office; the user just specifies the respective page numbers: 
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PRIOR ART DATA 

Data preparation in back-office – Full- text files
• Abby FineReader is used for OCR when needed
• The .docx file follows just a few simple conventions: 

1. The document starts with 
the title and description as 
normal formatted text

2. Each claim is prefixed 
with a special token at 
the beginning

3. Images that are part of 
the description appear as 
new paragraphs
4. Formulas are converted 
to images
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Data extraction tool
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Data extraction tool- technical implementation

BPO own custom 
development. 
Modern, WEB 

based multi-tier 
application 
based on:

Java 21

SpringBoot 3.2.1

React JS

Apache POI
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THANK YOU FOR ATTENTION !

www.bpo.bg
gvalerieva@bpo.bg
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