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Why PLUTO Database 
exists



(2) [Characteristics of the denomination]

In particular, it must be different from every denomination which
designates, in the territory of any Contracting Party, an existing
variety of the same plant species or of a closely related species.

(3) [Registration of the denomination]

The denomination shall be submitted by the breeder to the
authority. If it does not satisfy the requirements, the authority
shall refuse to register it and shall require the breeder to
propose another denomination within a prescribed period.

UPOV Convention - Article 20
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(3) [Registration of the denomination]

• Existing denomination Josefin

• Proposed denomination Josephine

(2) [Characteristics of the denomination]

It must not be liable to mislead or to cause confusion 
concerning the characteristics, value or identity of the variety or the 
identity of the breeder.

Article 20
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(4) [Prior rights of third persons]

If, by reason of a prior right, the use of the denomination of a 
variety is forbidden to a person who, in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph (7), is obliged to use it, the authority shall 
require the breeder to submit another denomination for the 
variety.

Article 20

5

e.g. Trademark



(5)[Same denomination in all Contracting Parties]

 

A variety must be submitted to all Contracting Parties under the same 
denomination.  The authority of each Contracting Party shall register the 
denomination so submitted, unless it considers the denomination unsuitable 
within its territory.  In the latter case, it shall require the breeder to submit 
another denomination.

Article 20
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(6) [Information among the authorities of Contracting Parties]

The authority of a Contracting Party shall ensure that the authorities of all 
the other Contracting Parties are informed of matters concerning variety 
denominations, in particular the submission, registration and cancellation of 
denominations.  Any authority may address its observations, if any, on the 
registration of a denomination to the authority which communicated that 
denomination.

Article 20
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PLUTO



Introducing PLUTO



UPOV Framework
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What is PLUTO?

Plant Variety Database:  PLUTO

UPOV members

Data Contribution

• Supports PVP offices in meeting Article 20 requirements

• Transparency for breeders & PVP offices

• Helps avoid duplication/confusion in names



Using PLUTO 



How to use PLUTO – Term Search

Search by: 
- UPOV code (e.g., ROSAA)

- Botanical name (e.g., Triticum aestivum)

- Common name (e.g., Wheat, Tomato)

Good for browsing all varieties under a crop/species

Can combine with Advanced Search filters (dates, status, 
end type, etc.)



Term search results



How to use PLUTO – Denomination Search

Used to check a proposed denomination against existing names

Compares within the same denomination class

Multiple methods:

• Similarity factor

• Fuzzy / Phonetic

• Contains / Starts / Ends with

Shows relevance score to flag possible conflicts



Denomination search
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Standard vs Premium Services

Feature Standard Premium

Search / View  Free search & view  All features

Print / Distribute Up to 100 records Up to 100 records

Download / Export  Not allowed  Full dataset downloads

Cost Free CHF 750 / year

Free access for UPOV 

officials / contributors
N/A

Renewal & suspension —
Auto-renew, suspension if non-

payment

Usage restrictions ≤ 100 records, no duplication

Distribution limit 100 without 

permission, no derivative 

subsets beyond that



Future & Closing



UPOV e-PVP
focus on digitalization services for UPOV members

UPOV e-PVP 
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PLUTO in UPOV’s Digital Ecosystem

▪ PLUTO Connected to other UPOV services through UPOV e-PVP: 

GENIE

(taxonomy & 
codes)

UPOV PRISMA 
(online 

applications)

UPOV e-PVP 
Administration 

Module

UPOV e-PVP 
DUS Report 
Exchange 

Module 



Challenges & improvements ahead

Challenges: data quality, timeliness, user friendliness

Roadmap: better user experience, stronger cooperation with 
UPOV members, AI-based search



Summary

Essential for denomination 
harmonization

Supports breeders, PVP 
offices, and stakeholders

Is part of UPOV’s digital 
transformation
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