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Work 
Covered

Introduction to WIPO Contracts in Publishing: A Toolkit 
for Authors and Publishers

Comprehensive List of rights

Life Cycle of a book

Beyond primary rights

Different approaches to exploiting secondary rights

Conclusion- Does and Don’ts



Introducing the WIPO 
Toolkit on Contracts….

Modelled around the Publishing agreement

Divided into Primary and secondary rights

Suggestive rather than prescriptive approach

Addresses the rights and obligations of both author and publisher & the need for a fair and mutually beneficial relationship over and 
above the contract
Covers copyright protection and the roles and obligations of publishers and authors
Covers self-publishing- its advantages and potential pitfalls
- Explores new approaches, including social media promotions and marketing

Link to the Toolkit:
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-2001-en-contracts-in-publishing.pdf



Introducing the WIPO 
Toolkit on Contracts

Emphasises building institutional capacity and self 
regulation

Highlights geographical and jurisdictional nuances

Incudes termination and winding up of agreements

Covers current and future issues, including AI, data mining 
and machine learning & the need for regular updates



Points of Emphasis

Nothing beats a fair and mutually beneficial relationship but the contract becomes handy when the 
relationship fails. 

Secondary rights, including digital, serialization, audio, translation, training, etc are becoming more 
important in the face of the vulnerability of print and digital content
Highlights the role and importance of RROs and Collective rights management

Building strong national, regional and global representative institutions, including professional 
associations, are critical for establishing standards, fairness and safeguarding rights

The future is here, think carefully before granting future rights and their exploitation

Need to constantly update the toolkit



Explored Rights & 
Options

Firsts and second serial rights. Editions in 
other territories. Other Format editions. 
Translation rights. Book club rights. Large 
print rights. Free license eg visually impaired 
person access.Condensation rights. 
Anthology Rights and Permissions. 
Educational editions. Merchandising. 
Audio.Radio, Film, television and theatre. 
Rental and Lending rights.Online database 
rights.CD-rome Opticl disk rights. Digital 
technology, learning tools and publisher-
owned content. Collective licensing. 



Life Cycle of 
a Book

Author 
(creation/writing)

Commissioning & 
contracting

Manuscript 
development & 

publishing

Promotion, Marketing, 
distribution and sales 
(including secondary 

rights)

Revisions, re-issues 
and new editions

Market Exhaustion 
and Reversion of 

rights. 



Exploiting Rights 
Beyond Primary 

rights

- Territory
- Language/translation

- Formats- print, audio. Digital, 
- Markets- education, trade, 
- Editions/paperback

- Other sectors- drama, theatre, radio 
serialization, film, animation, etc

- Repackaging-study packs, 
- Different uses- machine training, data 

mining, digital course developments



Approaches

• What rights to grant and keep

• Timing of rights granting

• Self management

• Agents

• Collective management

• Book fairs and festivals

• Online scouting

• Reversion and re-issuing

• Non-exclusivity

• Full collaboration 



Considerations/Does 
& Don’ts
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