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Legal framework for the
protection of traditional
knowledge, traditional cultural
expressions, and expressions of
popular culture in Brazil.
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In Brazil, the Copyright Law (Law No. 9,610 of 1998) does not
recognize knowledge and expressions that are created collectively, as is
the case among Indigenous Peoples, Quilombola communities, Traditional
Communities, and Popular Culture Groups.

Article 45 of the Copyright Law provides that:
Besides works for which the term of protection of economic rights has
expired, the following shall belong to the public domain:

Il — works of unknown authorship, without prejudice to the legal
protection of ethnic and traditional knowledge.




There is still no specific law in Brazil to protect
the cultural expressions and knowledge of traditional
peoples. This means that songs, stories, artistic
expressions, and other forms of knowledge may be
used and misappropriated by third parties, as has
occurred in several documented cases.













(Grupo
Cultural Jongo da Serrinha)

A version of Jongo called “Gypsy Jongo” was created incorporating
elements linked to “Gypsy identity.” The process was questioned
for decontextualizing and turning ritual/ancestral practices into a

commercial product, without ensuring leadership or control by the

traditional masters and knowledge holders.




Nefflix- Luz TV Show

This is an example of good practice in the use of traditional cultural
expressions, grounded in free, prior, and informed consent, and in the
development of participatory and culturally sensitive solutions.




The examples show that the use of traditional knowledge can
take place in two different ways:

The Brazilian law currently under development seeks to
ensure that fraditional knowledge and traditional
cultural expressions are used appropriately,
guaranteeing protection for the beneficiaries and
legal certainty for companies.




Beneficiaries

* Indigenous Peoples
e Quilombola Communities

* Traditional Peoples and Communities

* Popular Culture Groups




Objectives of the Legal
Framework




Registration

The registration is optional and may be carried out with the public
authorities. It serves to record, protect, preserve, and document

the knowledge and cultural expressions of Indigenous Peoples and
traditional communities.

The registry also functions as evidence in cases of use without
consent by third parties, without the proper authorization of the
People or community that registered it. The information may be
kept confidential.




Consultation process

« Dialogue with

« “International Seminar on Traditional and Popular Cultures and Climate

Justice: Global Dialogues and Local Knowledge”, in partnership with
the

, from September 17 to 20, 2025, in Chapada dos Veadeiros,

Goids.
* In-person consultation seminars in the five regions of Brazil adnd an online
public consultation open to society at large.
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