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PROBLEMS IN DIGITIZING TCES and 
INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURES

Every Indigenous 
community has 

enormous collections 
of tangible and 

intangible cultural 
material, knowledge, 

and data, held in 
archives, museums, 

libraries, repositories, 
and other online 

databases.  

Significant information 
about these 

collections, including 
individual and 

community names and 
proper provenance 

information, is missing. 

Indigenous peoples 
and communities are 
largely not the legal 

rights holders. 

Issues of responsibility 
ownership, as well as 
the incomplete and 

significant mistakes in 
the metadata, continue 
into the digital lives of 

this material.

There are more 
researchers working 
and collecting data 
and samples from 

Indigenous 
communities than 

ever before. 



FROM IP TO LICENCES TO LABELS
From Ownership to Control to Establishing Indigenous Cultural Authority

Traditional
IP

Creative
Commons 

TK / BC
Labels
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TK LABELS

5





WHAT THE TK & BC LABELS COMMUNICATE
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Passamaquoddy Tribe and the 
Library of Congress

Correcting Metadata on Existing Records 
and Establishing Community Authority
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TRANSFORMING RIGHTS RECOGNITION
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TRANSFORMING RECORDS (MARC)
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LABELS IN DUBLIN CORE
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TRANSFORMING DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURES 
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NEGOTIATING FUTURE CONTROL
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LOCAL CONTEXTS NOTICES

Disclosure of Indigenous Rights and Interests
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DISCLOSURE OF INDENOUS INTERESTS IN 
HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS
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WHO TO CONTACT

Dr. Janette Hamilton-Pearce
Local Contexts Program Lead

New York University & Te Kotahi Research 
Institute

University of Waikato

janette.hamilton-pearce@waikato.ac.nz

23

If you would like to learn 
more about the Labels and 
Notices & to initiate dialogue 
around implementation, 
please contact: 

mailto:janette.hamilton-pearce@waikato.ac.nz


Ngā mihi ki a koutou katoa - Thank you

Image – James Francis Snr, Penobscot Nation 
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