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I. SMEs in the Philippines – A Situationer

In the Philippines, small and medium sized enterprises or SMEs play a significant role in the country’s development.  According to the Department of Trade and Industry, the micro and SMEs sector is the backbone of the Philippine economy.  SMEs comprise about 99.6% of all registered firms in the Philippines, employ 69.9% of the labor force, and contribute 32% to the economy.  

While the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IP Philippines) had undergone various public education campaigns for the past several years, it is disheartening to note that there are studies which show that SMEs still lack knowledge on intellectual property (IP), the IP system and their intellectual property rights.  Based on the study, the relevance of IP for SMEs is also being questioned.

II. IP Philippines Programs and Activites for SMEs

A. Establishment of Satellite Offices

The Philippines consists of about 7,100 islands and is divided into 16 regions.  56% of SMEs are located outside the National Capital Region (NCR) or Metro Manila where the office of the IP Philippines is situated.  To address the geographical distribution of SMEs, IP Philippines considered tapping the provincial and regional offices of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and the Department of Science and Technology (DOST).   Initially, four satellite offices will be established in various major cities, i.e. Cebu, Davao, Baguio and General Santos.  

To enable the DTI and DOST personnel to assist the SMEs with their needs relating to intellectual property, four (4) basic orientation seminars were undertaken in April and May 2007 for the provincial and regional officials of these offices.  Aside from the seminar itself, the trainees were required to come up with their regional plans on how IP can best be utilized in their respective regions.  A common output of the planning session was a request from the regions for further public education of their respective constituents.

An on-the-job training for the IP Champions within the DTI will still be undertaken in 2008.  This training will provide the IP Champions with a deeper insight and an actual feel of the processes for patenting and trademark registration.  They will also be given case studies that will further enhance their understanding of the IP system.

B. Regional Trainings 

Several basic orientation seminars were also undertaken for the SMEs in the following provinces: Lucena, General Santos, Palawan,  Pampanga, and Iloilo.  Immediately after the seminars, the participants are encouraged to file their trademark applications.

C. Hands-On IP: IP Cliniquing for SMEs

In the National Capital Region (NCR) or Metro Manila, SMEs are assisted through the IP Clinics where they can consult and be provided with advice on how to address their IP concerns.  During the celebration of the IPR Week in October, the Philippine Chamber of Handicraft Industries, Inc. was provided with the basics of IP after which an IP Clinic ensued.

D. Exhibit Participation

The IP Philippines participates in exhibits organized by both government agencies and non-government organizations.  The participation of IP Philippines in these exhibits is also one of the avenues whereby IP Philippines can bring its services nearer to the SMEs.

III. Plans for SMEs

A. Regional trainings 

12 Basic Orientation Seminars, one for each region, are planned for the year 2008 by the IP Philippines.  The IP PANORAMA would be a very good tool in providing a long-lasting information to the SMEs.

B. Hands-On IP: IP Cliniquing for SMEs 

Hands-On IP will be institutionalized by next year and will be undertaken monthly at the offices of the Intellectual Property Office.  Various associations will be targeted as participants and the training modules designed according to the individual associations’ needs.

C. IP Training Course for Business

By next year, the Intellectual Property Research and Training Institute (IPRTI) will undertake training courses for business executives of SMES and banks to enable them to manage their IP assets.  Modules in the IP PANORAMA about IP commercialization, valuation, financing, etc. would be good guides for them.

D. Exhibit Participation

While IP Philippines has not organized its own exhibits, its participation in various exhibits has reached not only the visitors of the exhibits but the other participants as well.  A continuing presentation of the IP PANORAMA in its booth would greatly assist the information officer manning the IP Philippines booth.

E. IP Kit for SMEs

An easy to understand IP Kit for SMEs will be designed and distributed by next year.  The Kit will include the following: 1) Application Forms for Trademarks, Patents, Utility Model, and Industrial Design; 2) How To’s for Trademarks, Patents, Utility Model, and Industrial Design; 3) Contact Details of the IP Philippines’ Officials and Information Officers; and 4) Other Relevant Details such as information materials to encourage SMEs to put their names on their products.  The IP PANORAMA would also be a good information material which may be included in the Kit, if allowed.
