International cooperation to expand & promote women inventors
                                              Kyung-Ai Kim (from KWDI) 

1. Introduction 
Korea’s women inventors have been increasingly active of late. This is reflected in the continuous growth in patent applications for inventions by women with the number of applications by women in 2006 reaching 19,591, 21.8% up from the previous year. The growth level is much bigger than those of the previous four years, meaning soaring interests by women in invention of late. <See table 1 >. 
<Table 1 Women Application Status > 

(no, %) 

	Classification 
	Y02
	Y03
	Y04
	Y05
	Y06(estimate)

	Application by women
(growth rate)
	12,501
(9.1)
	13,848
(10.8)
	14,283
(3.1)
	16,091
(12.7)
	19,591
(21.8)

	Total application 
(women percentage)
	291,183
(4.3)
	306,810
(4.5)
	327,514
(4.4)
	359,746
(4.5)
	357,823
(5.5)
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Source: Ministry of Industry, Resource, Energy, 2007, Master Plan for Women Invention Promotion Project 
It is fair to say that the latest trend can be attributable to active activities by the Korea Women Inventions Association or the KWIA. By holding events like the Women Invention Exposition and the Presentation of Leading Women Inventions, the KWIA has contributed to identifying and spreading successful female inventors, enhancing social awareness for women inventions. The success commercialization cases of invention ideas of women have done more than anything else in improving awareness of women inventions. Case in point is Kyeong-Hee Han, the CEO of HanKyeongHee Life & Science, who has successfully penetrated into the vacuum cleaner market predominantly secured by large companies with invention of steam cleaners to become an exemplary female entrepreneur. Her company recorded 120 billion won in sales in 2006 with the plan to enter the U.S. market to find new opportunities. Another good example is Hee-Ja Lee, the CEO of Loofen, who invented food waste dryers and successfully commercialized the products, recording 50 billion in sales in 2006. Such success cases have played a big role in enhancing interests and participation by women in invention and we need to find out and promote more success cases like those mentioned above to induce more interests and participation in women inventions. 
International cooperation is as important and necessary as the efforts within nations to make women more interested in inventions. The changes to the status and lives of Korean women have become a good yardstick in comparison with those in advanced countries in a globalized world from women’s perspective. Advanced overseas cases have served as a catalyst in encouraging Korean women to work harder. Exchanges with advanced nations in the field of women invention will help develop Korean women inventions.
2. Progress of Korean Women & International Exchanges  

International cooperation and exchanges have played a significant role in developing Korean women in many ways. The interest in Korean women has gone in hand in hand with global trends. The discussion on women’s status was first raised by the U.N. in 1975 and continued at the World Conference on the International Women’s Year held in Mexico City and Copenhagen, leading to adoption of code of conducts by the Beijing World Women’s Conference in 1995. 12 areas of the code of conducts announced by the Beijing World’s Women’s Conference have served as guidance in world’s feminist movement and empowerment efforts of each nation since its adoption movement, thus helping countries around the world gather around the U.N. for resolution of gender issues. The GEM or Gender Empowerment Measure published by the U.N and the Gender-related Development Index by the World’s Economic Forum are the yardstick which tell us where Korean women stand in terms of their status, serving as a big boost in furthering efforts for feminist movement and setting up policies for women. In addition, the U.N holds the Commission on the Status of Women every year to review the status of women around the world and recommend corrective actions when needed, encouraging governments around the world to continue to pay attention to the issue, which has greatly helped enhancement of women’ status.
Korean women have made efforts to improve their lives by participating in international conferences including world conferences on women held by the U.N. and sharing views with women around the world. Enactment and revision of laws to protect women against domestic violence and sex crimes, elimination of women quota system and ``hojuje,'' or the patriarchal family registry system, enactment of the Anti-Prostitution Act, and expansion of maternity leave and day care centers are some achievements among many from such efforts. We have changed our minds about domestic violence, which was once prevalent in our day to day life and thought to be something that women should bear. There is nothing that justifies husbands’ beating of their wives. We have set up a system to support victims of domestic violence and punish those who commit such heinous crimes. Also for sex crimes, Korea has strengthened punishment against wrongdoers while bringing about a shift in policy for prostitution by penalizing the men who buy sex with money. The female representative system once existed in the National Assembly and municipal councils and the quota system in appointment of professors by public universities has helped more women advance into higher-ranking positions in the public sector. Such quota system has laid a firm foundation in expanding women’s presence to the point where it is no longer needed in Higher Civil Service Examination for legislative, administration and foreign affairs. Elimination of `hojuje,'' or the patriarchal family registry system has contributed to eradicating the only held belief that men control and lead their family. 

Now by setting gender mainstreaming (which sets interest in gender equality as a major standard in every area with an aim of having equal participation by women and men in every field of our society) high on the agenda at the Beijing Women’s Conference as our ultimate goal, more attention is being paid to make sure that women have equal voice as men in every area of nation policies and budgets by using gender sensitive statistics, gender sensitive budgets and gender impact assessment. Gender sensitive statistics that classify national figures by genders to interpret them from a gender equality perspective offer basic data in setting up gender equality policies. According to the State Financial Act, from 2010, national budgets should be set and executed in a way to ensure women and men will equally benefit from them based on gender sensitive budgets. As for gender impact assessment to be implemented soon, it is about to assess the impacts on men and women from all policies and execution of national budgets to make sure women and men can lead an equal and happy lives.  

As such, changes to status and lives of women in Korea have evolved through international exchanges. Similarly, more active international exchanges will no doubt bring about rapid progress in women invention.
3. Advancement of Korean Women Invention in Globalized World 

Invention area is emerging as one of those which should induce greater participation from women in Korea. Despite the rapid expansion of late, patent filing by women accounts for a mere 5.5% in total (see table 1), demanding much more participation from women. 

However, invention is still viewed by many Korean women as something unfamiliar and unapproachable. So, what is needed now is the effort to raise awareness about women invention in Korea. 

  

First, we need to address the myths we have about inventions. We need to educate people that inventions include not only production of a new product based on technology as in the case with Edison but also simple ideas that bring about small improvement in our day to day life to expand the base for women invention. Some people think that invention is about producing new products but creation of ideas before making them into products are considered as invention, too with protective measures available. We should educate more women about these facts regarding inventions so that a greater number of women can come up with new ideas. 

In particular, women should be educated about intellectual property rights earned from daily lives so that more women become more interested in creating inventions out of day to day lives. As the domain of women’s lives is different from that of men’s, women are better equipped to create new ideas from experiences and emotions and create inventions based on such ideas. 
In many cases, however, invention is related to science so we need to make science more accessible by women and encourage more women to major in science to nurture women scientists. In particular, there should be a support system to help female scientists go back to work in a scientific field again when their career has interrupted due to getting married, giving births and rearing children, and taking care of family members.
It is imperative to reflect on our rote memorization-oriented education to develop creativity as invention is based on creativity. The reflection on the rote memorization-driven education which has long been discussed with no effective results should be approached from the perspective of invention. More proactive implementation of programs to develop creativity at primary and secondary schools will help develop creativity of students, expanding the base for invention and raising its awareness. 

Invention bears its fruits when it becomes commercialized instead of mustering dust in the corner, being used by the general public. So, there should be a financial support system for those inventors with lack of cash to turn their ideas into business. Since 2007 Korea has supported up to 3 million won for production of prototype products of women inventors system and this support system should be more fully utilized and implemented with stronger support for marketing to help inventors find out sales channels and raise their brand awareness. 

It is important to introduce new overseas trends through international exchanges based on a wide range of efforts and support for women inventors in the nation as countries have come to have stronger influence on each other with globalization of the world. The change in a single country can bring about ripple effects on others in a gobalized world. As discussed earlier, Korea has made progress in women-related laws and institutions through international exchanges while our feminist activism has evolved in hand-in-hand with that of the world. Likewise, women invention is expected to see a huge progress through international cooperation. Continuous international comparison and cooperation should be promoted to advance women invention at a time when we aim to join the ranks of world-class advanced countries. More study on success cases of overseas female inventors and their government support system should help establish a more effective support system for Korean women inventors.
Korean women inventors have actively participated in the World’s Invention Exhibition since 2004 while holding the Korea-China-Japan Invention Fair every three years, sharing information and engaging in competition with participants.  In particular, taking a further step from simply participating in international events, Korea is holding the World’s Women Inventors Exposition, and this experience will certainly expected to enhance its capacity.
In this line, today’s World Women Invention Exposition carries significance. It is vital to continue and strengthen international cooperation for rapid progress of women invention in Korea.  

