International Co-operation for Broadening and Developing Women’s Inventions
Speaker: Ms Han, Mi-Young, President of the Korea Women Inventors Association and Chief Organiser in the Korea International Women’s Invention Exposition, 2008
First of all, I offer my gratitude to all of you who participate in the Korea International Women’s Invention Exposition, 2008 and the International Women’s Invention Forum. Also, I offer my great appreciation to Mr Guriqbal Singh Jaiya from the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and Mr Yoon, Won-kil for your endeavours. 
As I have worked as a president in the Korea Women Inventors Association (KWIA), I come to have thoughts and experiences why women need to do invention. At the same time, I have seen pitiful cases that many ideas from women needed in their lives have been discarded. Inventions from women come from daily lives. Inventions from ordinary lives have appeared from women’s need and this directly leads to commercialisation and profits. That is to say, these inventions are able to generate economic benefits. 
However, many women in Korea have not known this. The KWIA has started its operation by heralding what the intellectual property rights (IPO) mean to many women who don’t know it. The association holds 42 symposiums throughout Korea for the purpose of broadening the concept of women invention and finding out excellent women inventors. 
Furthermore, the Korea Women Inventors Association has consistently expanded ground for women inventors to women inventors, women entrepreneurs, housewives and university students and supported their works. The KWIA has propelled many projects to stimulate and grow pools of women inventors including exhibiting excellent works by women invention exhibition, explanations for women to have their IPRs, women inventors’ contests, training courses for women inventors and issuing magazines for women inventors. Up to now, the association has more than 4,000 members and becomes a voice for Korean women inventors. In addition, there have been many women inventors and they played a crucial role in developing Korean economy. Expanding women’s inventions make not only households but also Korea rich. 
For the last four years, the rate of Korean women inventors who apply for the intellectual property rights have increased by 11.9% annually. This figure doubles the growth rate of application for the IPRs by Korean inventors, 6.5%. Particularly, the number of applications for patents and utility models by women in 2006 was 5,361, increased by 53.0% from the same period of 2002 (3,503). Also, the number of members has gradually increased from 1,605 in 2003 to 4,500 now. 
❏ Number of Inventions by Women (Unit: Issue, %)
	Classification
	‘01
	‘02
	‘03
	‘04
	‘05
	‘06
	‘07. 9

	Patent
	1,280
	1,356
	1,581
	1,884
	2,235
	2,932
	2,607

	Utility Model
	2,084
	2,147
	2,443
	2,275
	2,386
	2,429
	1,209

	Design
	2,160
	2,153
	2,228
	2,342
	3,167
	5,911
	3,455

	Trademark
	5,939
	6,845
	7,596
	7,782
	8,303
	8,982
	7,075

	Sum(Growth Rate)
	11,463


	12,501

(9.1)
	13,848

(10.8)
	14,283

(3.1)
	16,091

(18.3)
	20,254

(25.8)
	14,346

	Domestic People (Share)
	235,585

(4.9)
	240,645

(5.2)
	257,849

(5.4)
	272,393

(5.2)
	300,075

(5.4)
	311,231

(6.5)
	


Gender divide has been emerged as a global issue. In Korea, there are 9.90 million women who don’t participate in economic activities. Among them, 68% give up taking part in the activities due to housework and nurturing children. About 57.1% of regular women workers enter the job market again as non-regular workers after they give birth. In this situation, stimulating education on invention has become a new economic activity. Recently, there are many cases that ideas from women who want to solve inconveniences in their daily lives have become ground for product development and this leads to establishing companies. 
The 21st century is the age of knowledge-based economy. However, due to lack in information about the intellectual property rights, women have buried their ideas and an economy has not enjoyed high development from insufficient knowledge about potential. The difference between developing countries and developed countries in the aspect of intellectual properties has become widen. It is true that the competitive edge of women inventors in developing countries has been lagging behind. 
What is the best way to narrow the gap and to obtain sustainable development for many women inventors in the world?
We should make it clear that support to women inventors and women entrepreneurs means the economic growth. It is time to share proper systems and policies with women inventors and women entrepreneurs in pursuit of co-prosperity. By sharing success from women inventors and excellent supports to them, this will be a firm ground to bridge the gap and nurture many successful women inventors. It’s a high time to establish international co-operation and co-ordination for women inventors in the world. 
There is a proverb, ‘Necessity is the mother of invention.’ Women can see ‘necessity’ well in their lives. To lead the necessity to invention and commercialisation, it is essential to establish proper educational and policy support systems. 
The reason why the Korea Women Inventors Association holds the Korea International Women Invention Exposition and the World Women Invention Forum is that we have come to realise that many women inventors and women entrepreneurs who participate in major invention expositions and contents wants to know the association’s activities. There has been no international women invention contest or specialised forum considering unique features of women. To this end, I reckon that there needs to establish a forum for setting educational programmes for women and sharing information. As I have exchanged my opinion to WIPO officials, detailed programmes and plans have been emerged. 
Now, I propose you, representing women inventors and women entrepreneurs in the world, actions below. 
1. Develop educational programmes and contents and establish systems for educating women inventors and women entrepreneurs operating small- and mid-sized companies, particularly in less-developed countries. 

2. Hold an annual forum which shares successful and policy support cases with women inventors and small- and mid-sized companies in Seoul. 
3. Hold an educational programme annually for women inventors and women entrepreneurs in the world in line with the forum abovementioned for a week in Seoul. 
4. Require the WIPO to consistently co-operate and co-host the annual International Women Invention Exposition and its educational programmes. 
5. Require the IP Panorama Business School for Women Entrepreneurs and Inventors of the WIPO to hold IPR-related programmes and the Korea Women Inventors Association to develop and propose contents and programmes for women inventors and entrepreneurs. 
6. Establish an integrated organisation (tentatively named the International Women Inventors Association (IWIA)) and provide place for secretariat, staff members and costs by the KWIA
7. The KWIA provides overall costs to achieve this. For more stable and efficient operation in the long-term, member countries are to share the costs. 
8. The eligibility of members is public organisations and government authorities which support and encourage women inventors and entrepreneurs through co-ordination among representatives from participating countries. 
Through my proposals, I would like to share educational and support system which have been built by the Korea Women Inventors Association with women inventors in the world and seek support and co-operation from the WIPO for women inventors in the world. 
I faithfully wish all the women inventors and entrepreneurs in the world achieve success. 

Thank you. 

