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MAIN PATENT
INFORMATION PRODUCTS

AND SERVICES

• esp@cenet - Internet Service
• INPADOC - comprehensive On-line

database
• ESPACE - CD-ROM Products
• Co-operation with National Offices

– and PATLIB - Network of Patent Information
Centres
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HOME PAGE

• http//www.european-patent-office.org
• Information on EPO

– esp@cenet
– Organisation
– Activities
– PATLIB Network
– hypertext links to National Office

Homepages
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FREE PATENT
INFORMATION ON
THE INTERNET

30 million documents

Documentation from
1920
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FREE PATENT
INFORMATION ON
THE INTERNET

Member States

PCT

World Wide
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www.european-patent-office.org/espacenet
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INPADOC
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EPIDOS INPADOC

PATENT REGISTER SERVICE

PATENT FAMILY SERVICE
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Agreement between
WIPO and the
Republic of Austria
2 May 1972
“..to establish an International Patent
Documentation Center
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INPADOC legal status data
• Legal status data from 27 patent offices.
• Before EPO integration: EPO, WIPO, Austria, Belgium,

Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Germany, Denmark, France,
Great Britain, The Netherlands, Hungary,

• Added since EPO integration: Spain, Portugal, Ireland,
Luxembourg, Monaco, Brazil, Israel, Italy, Lithuania,
Philippines, Sweden, USA, Canada, Japan, Greece.
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INPADOC Patent Family Service
(PFS)

·6767 countriescountries andand organisationsorganisations
·2222 000000 documentsdocuments weeklyweekly
·AllAll technicaltechnical fieldsfields coveredcovered
·StandardisationStandardisation ofof applicants’applicants’ namesnames
·CheckingChecking ofof IPCIPC

–totaltotal ofof 3030 millionmillion documentsdocuments
–(as(as ofof SeptemberSeptember 1998)1998)
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INPADOC Patent Register Service
(PRS)

·2727 countriescountries andand organisationsorganisations
·4040 000000 citationscitations weeklyweekly
·TotalTotal ofof moremore thanthan 4545 millionmillion citationscitations

·(September(September 1998)1998)
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ESPACE
• EP-A
• WORLD
• FIRST
• EP-B
• NATIONAL

THE ESPACE CD-ROM
SERIES
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DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLICATION COSTS 1987 - 1996
A and B documents on paper and micro-film (actual expenditure)
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ESPACE - a world standard

• EPO Italy
• WIPO Japan

• United States Mexico
• Germany India

• Great Britain OAPI
• France Greece

• Denmark Ireland
• BENELUX Canada

• Spain Australia
• Switzerland ASEAN

• Eastern Europe Brazil
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Development of the ESPACE Family
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PATENT
INFORMATION

POLICY
• With Special Reference to:

– National Offices

– Regional Patent Information Centre
• PATLIB Centres 168 in the Member States



Joachim Michels
Project Manager

Obtaining and exploiting patent
information. Warsaw, March 2001

19

PATENT
INFORMATION

POLICY
• Certain patent information

– free of charge

• Other Patent Information
– marginal cost
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CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES

• Co-operation Programmes
– National Offices

– PATLIB Centres

• Training
– For National Offices and PATLIB Centres

– For Third Organisations
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

• Annual Conferences
– PATLIB

– EPIDOS Annual Conference

• Fairs and Events


