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• When do I need Patent Information?
• How to use it - Case studies
• Conclusion & Further reading
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State of the art search:
closest prior art information

When?
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Statistics - Indicators - Decision Tool

When?
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Freedom to operate when marketing a new product:

• Looking for valid patents covering a product
• Technical-legal search

When?
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How can I use Patent Information?

• Some search principles

• Examples
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Some facts and figures about the
esp@cenet® service

• Service introduced in 1998.

• European Patent
Organisation tool.

• Third version released in
2003 considering user
needs and ergonomics.

• New features added:
INPADOC data access, etc.

• Weekly:
• 915 200 searches
• 52 000 users
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Usually, a prior art search boils
down to a combination of

concepts defining the subject
you are looking for.

How?
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Landing gear prerotat*
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B64C25/40
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C12N15/82A

Further
divided in
30 fields in
ECLA

C C12
C12N C12N15

70 000 subgroups 

8 Sections

Class

Subclass

Main group
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B64C25/40

389 Patents !
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Classification = Searched subject
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Classification = Searched subject



The European
Patent Office
European
Patent Office



The European
Patent Office
European
Patent Office



The European
Patent Office
European
Patent Office



The European
Patent Office
European
Patent Office

Patent=
111 pages

Article=
3 pages
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The easiness of a prior art
search is proportional to the

number of documents relevant to
your subject that are contained

in the searched collection.

How?
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A manually
rechargeable
cellular phone

How?
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• Easy searching in case of good IPC
or EC: 10-20% of the cases

• Added value product and services
are essential

• Business critical decisions must be
based on professional tools or
services

How?
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Using free patent search tools is
not necessarily more cost

effective than using fee based
databases.

How?
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The limits of free patent databases

How?
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EP1241930
 
A method of forming an adhesive force includes
removing a seta from a living specimen,
attaching the seta to a substrate, and applying
the seta to a surface so as to establish an
adhesive force between the substrate and the
surface. The seta is applied to the surface with
a force perpendicular to the surface. The seta
is then pulled with a force parallel to the surface
so as to preload the adhesive force of the seta.

How?
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AB  - WO200149776 NOVELTY - An adhesive force is formed by removing seta from
living specimen. The seta is attached to a substrate and applied to a surface to
establish an adhesive force between substrate and surface.

 - DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for (A) a
 method of fabricating an adhesive microstructure comprising fabricating an array of
shafts and forming spatula on the array of shafts; and (B) a fabricated microstructure
comprising a shaft and an array of spatula formed at an end of the shaft. Each spatula
includes curved segment of a sphere at spatula terminal end. The shaft is less  than
500 mu m long, and has a diameter of 0.01-0.1 times its length.  The array of spatula
is less than 10 mu m wide.

 - USE - The method is for forming an adhesive force for use in e.g.,  micro-
manufacturing, micro-manipulation, and microsurgery  applications. The adhesive
force can also be used in manipulating retinal prosthesis implants, and pick and place
of silicon wafer or  disk drive components. It can also be used as clutch mechanism in
micro-machines. It can also be used in insect trapping, tape, robot  feet or treads,
glove/pads for climbing, gripping e.g., clean room processing tools, micro-optical
manipulation, micro-brooms,  micro-vacuums, flake removal from wafers, optical
removal of individual particles, climbing, throwing, and sticker toys, press-on
fingernails, silent fasteners, substrate to prevent adhesion on specific locations,
broom to clean disk drive, post-it notes, band   aids, semiconductor transport, and
clothes fasteners.

 - ADVANTAGE - The formed adhesive force is greater than the cumulative
 force of the applying and the pulling steps of the forming method. The

 removing step is analogous to cutting hair, thus allowing the gecko to
 harmlessly regenerate its seta. The seta is easily harvested without
 sacrificing the living specimen.

How?
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• Ball = Spherical device

• Computer mouse = Pointing device

• Computer screen = Visual display unit

• Car = Land vehicle

How?
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Special search tools:
when the concept approach fails

• Biotech

• Chemistry

How?
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To get out of a search dead end
try to think lateral to find new

concepts defining your subject.

How?
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• Refrigerating systems: F25

• Where can this invention be used?

In developing countries = countr*

How?
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Specific patent searches are
sometimes best conducted using
both the information available on
the Web and in patent databases.

How?
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Patent m2a
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• Combining WWW information with
esp@cenet� yields relevant results

• esp@cenet� reduces the distance
to the information

How?
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• Looking for legal and statutory patent
information using

• epoline � services :
–  The European Patent register
–  Online File Inspection
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WO1999US16793
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Absence of evidence is no
evidence of absence

How?
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Use free tools for:

• Introductory state of
the art searches

• Basic bibliographic
searches

• Basic Technology
watch

• Specific legal statutory
information

How?
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Patent Offices

http://www.wipo.int/news/en/links/ipo_web.htm

PATLIB Centres: an EPO network of patent libraries

http://www.european-patent-office.org/patlib/
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Thank you

pschwander@epo.org
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