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Regulation 2023/2411 on the protection of 
geographical indications for craft and 

industrial products

Regulation 2024/1143 on geographical 
indications for wine, spirit drinks and 

agricultural products

EU legislation

• The EU GI system covers agricultural products, foodstuffs, wines, spirit drinks, and 
as of December 2025, craft and industrial products.

• GIs are registered at the EU level, granting protection across all Member States 
simultaneously.

• The system provides strong legal protection against misuse, imitation, and 
evocation of protected names, both within the EU and in international trade, 
including online use and use in domain names.



• Bad faith use and abusive registration of GIs in domain names – a growing 
number of cases

• New gTLDs in 2014 – a challenge for GIs (.wine, .vin)

• GIs are not a valid IP right to claim protection against a bad faith registration under 
the UDRP

GIs in DNS – existing challenges



Available to trademark or service marks holders as complainants if 

(i) the domain name is identical or confusingly similar to a trademark or service mark 
in which the complainant has rights; and

(ii) the registrant has no rights or legitimate interests in respect of the domain name; 
and

(iii) the domain name has been registered and is being used in bad faith.

 The complainant must prove that each of the three elements of the UDRP are 
present

UDRP



• The First WIPO Process (1998-1999) – the creation of the UDRP by WIPO
• to address disputes involving trademarks in domain names, focusing on cybersquatting
• GIs not included in the scope
• Inclusion of other IPRs to be re-visited in the future

• The Second WIPO Process (2000-2001) – Expanding beyond trademarks
• Launched to explore inclusion of other IPRs (including GIs) in the scope of the UDRP
• WIPO recognized that GIs were vulnerable to misuse in domain names 
• GIs not included (issues: bad faith, lack of harmonisation of GIs, territoriality…)

• WIPO Questionnaire II (2018) 
• requested by the SCT
• on the use/misuse of GIs, country names and geographical terms on the Internet and in the 

DNS

UDRP and GIs



• Development of the GI system around the world

• Reform of the EU GI system:

• Protection of GIs in alternative dispute resolution (ADR) procedures analysed in the 
Impact assessment Report for the legislative proposal on agricultural GIs

• GIs recognised in the ADR of some ccTLD registries established in the EU

• Harmonisation of GIs protection in ADR proposed at the EU level 

Development



Regulation 2023/2411 on the protection of 
geographical indications for craft and 

industrial products

Article 46

Regulation 2024/1143 on geographical 
indications for wine, spirit drinks and 

agricultural products

Article 35

EU legislation

Country-code top-level domain name registries established in the Union shall ensure 
that alternative dispute resolution procedures for domain names recognise registered 
geographical indications as a right that can be invoked in those procedures.



• In 2022, the UDRP Policy Status 
Report was published for the public 
comments

• A separate contribution submitted 
by the European Commission

• UDRP revision continues without 
public debate ?

Future revision of UDRP



• Important development at the global level – increased number of countries adopting a 
separate sui generis systems for GI protection

• Increasing abusive registrations of GIs in DNS 

• ccTLDs that recognise GIs in their ADR – implementation without problems

• ICANN’s expansion of gTLDs (2026) – further threat for GIs

• Extension of the UDRP to GIs – should no longer be considered premature

• Possible alternatives to GI recognition under the UDRP could also be explored

• Continued relevance of obstacles to recognise GIs under UDRP (bad faith, scope of 
protection, lack of GI harmonisation, no international database etc.) should be examined

Final considerations – a call for action
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