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Distinction between generic Top Level Domains 
and Country Code Top Level domains

• gTLDs like .com or .org are open for global
registration.

• ccTLDs like .fr or .de are linked to specific countries
and often come with national registration policies.

• Geographical Indications cannot be used as a basis
for ICANN’s UDRP, as it applies only to trademark
owners.



The state of play at EU and International level

• Implementation of Art. 35 REGULATION (EU) 
2024/1143

• Renewal of the interinstitutional cooperation 
agreement between DG AGRI and EUIPO

• EC study and Domain Name Information and 
Alert System

• ICANN's Plan to Review UDRP



Protection of GIs as Trademarks?

• In some jurisdictions, some GIs can be registered as a
collective or certification Mark, which grants access to
UDRP protections .

• In the European Union, GIs cannot be registered as
individual or certification marks.

• Article 74 of the EUTM Regulation: collective marks
can include geographical terms.

• Save in isolated cases, the EUIPO and its Boards of
Appeal have rejected the registration of several EU
collective marks containing geographical indications,
considering them misleading.

• Halloumi Dispute: the distinctiveness of a collective
mark containing a GI must be assessed according to
the same principles as individual marks.



Challenges with Privacy Regulations and WHOIS Data

• Difficulties in identifying domain name holders

• Obstacles to take action against domain infringements.

• Disclosure of full WHOIS data to UDRP providers only after 
a complaint has been filed (ICANN).

• Delays in identifying Cybersquatters

• NO international database



Take aways!

• Increasing number of abusive registrations of GIs
in DNS

• Wait for the EC study on the domain name alert
system

• Extension of the UDRP to GIs is a priority

• Removing challenges posed by privacy
regulations and access to WHOIS data
(international database?)

• Raising awareness of GIs right-holders on
prevention and enforcement actions



Thank You!
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