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Protection to Geographical Indications – India Perspective

Geographical Indications of 
Goods (Registration and 
Protection) Act, 1999

Examples of Geographical 
Indications registered in India

When is a registered 
Geographical Indication said to 
be infringed?



Geographical Indications 
and Trademarks

A trade mark is a sign which is used in the 
course of trade and it distinguishes goods or 
services of one enterprise from those of 
other enterprises.

Whereas a geographical indication is an 
indication used to identify goods having 
special characteristics originating from a 
definite geographical territory.



Geographical Indications 
and Trademark in Domain 
Name System (DNS)

Protection of Trademarks in the DNS

 UDRP, URS
 Elements under UDRP - Identical or confusingly 

similar, Rights or legitimate interests, Registered 
and used in bad faith

 Court Action

Protection of Geographical Indications in the DNS 

 UDRP does not provide protection to Geographical 
Indications unless they are registered as a 
trademark 

 Several ccTLDs recognize GI rights as a legal basis 
for complaints under their ADR systems 

 Court Action



Time to Discuss
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