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Survey of the Existing State of Play of Geographical Indications, 
Country Names, and Other Geographical Terms in the Domain 
Name System (DNS)

Document SCT/39/7 and Annex
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Country Names
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ccTLDs

Geographical Indications

Country Names

Other Geographical Terms

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_39/sct_39_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_39/sct_39_7-annex1.pdf
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GENERIC TOP LEVEL DOMAINS (gTLDs)

 Registration Conditions  
 Dispute Resolution Options

 At the top level .com
 At the second level 

example.com

“Existing” gTLDs “New” gTLDs

1984: .com, .edu, .gov, .org

1998: .int

2000-2002: .aero, .biz, .coop, 
.info, + .2003-2004: sponsored 
gTLDs (.jobs, .travel)

2011-2012: .xxx, .post

2014: launch of “new” gTLDs 
(1900 applications)

• open nature (similar to .com)

• restrictive characteristics 
(.[brand], .[city], .[community], 
.[culture], .[industry], or 
.[language])
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“Existing” gTLDs

At the top level At the second level

 Registrars agree “to comply with 
applicable statutes and 
regulations limiting the domain 
names that may be registered”.

 UDRP does not cover 
geographical indications.

 Potential conflicts between 
domain names and geographical 
indications are not addressed.
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“New” gTLDs
At the top level

 Unlike country names and other geographic 
terms, geographical indications are not as 
such addressed in ICANN’s Applicant 
Guidebook.

 ICANN provided for:

 the possibility of formal pre-delegation 
objections based on (i) legal rights, (ii) 
limited public interest, (iii) string confusion, or 
(iv) community grounds.

 ICANN’s Governmental Advisory Committee 
(GAC) possibility to issue “early warnings” 
or “advice” on public policy grounds.

.swiss
https://www.nic.swiss/nic/en/home.html
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“New” gTLDs

At the second level

 “Sunrise” window – right holders may purchase domain names 
ahead of the general public.

 “Reserved” terms - certain country and territory names, reserved 
from registration; but not geographical indications.

 UDRP – limited to trademark rights.
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COUNTRY CODE TOP LEVEL DOMAINS (ccTLDs)

 Domain Name Registration 
Agreements 

 Domain Name-related 
Policies 

 Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Options

ccTLDs

85 ccTLDs

Regional domains

.EU
 Regional distribution
 Sui generis/TM laws 

systems to protect GIs
 World IP Indicators 2017
 National Registries under 

WIPO AMC dispute 
resolution
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 the registrant must agree not to infringe third-party rights, 
act lawfully, and assume full responsibility for its registration 
and use;

 no pre-screening or prior examination in the domain name 
registration process;

 Infringement claims are addressed post-registration.

Registration policies/conditions in ccTLDs
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 3,5% of surveyed ccTLDs (3 of 86) had registration policies 
regulating GI use as domain names

 79% of the ccTLDs provide for resolution of disputes (68 out of 
86); 

 a GI as ground on which a claim may be based in 16% of 
such policies, (11 out of 68) 

Registration policies/conditions in ccTLDs
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Dispute Resolution Policies in ccTLDs
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2018 State of Play of Geographical Indications in 
the DNS

GIs in gTLDs
•   No specific consideration or protection of GIs.

GIs in ccTLDs
•   3 ccTLDs surveyed recognize GIs in their registration terms 
and 11 cover GIs in dispute resolution policies.



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY12



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY13

…

Database on Questionnaire II on the 
Use/Misuse of Geographical Indications,
Country Names and Geographical Terms on 
the Internet and in the DNS 

2018 2019 2019 2020

SCT/40 SCT/42

Compilation of the Replies to 
Questionnaire II on the Use/Misuse of
Geographical Indications, Country 
Names and Geographical Terms
on the Internet and in the DNS 
(document SCT/40/6)

Information Session:  Ways to Prevent 
Operators Profiting from Bad Faith Use and 
Registration of Geographical Indication 
Intellectual Property Rights in the DNS

2022 2025

SCT/45

Information Session:  Ways to 
Prevent Bad Faith Registration 
of Domain Names
Consisting of, or Containing, 
Geographical Indications

SCT/41

Information Session : Geographical 
indications as intellectual property titles 
in the operation of DNS and in the dispute 
resolution policies

SCT/43

Information Session: Recognition of 
Geographical Indications as Valid Rights in 
the Domain Name Dispute Resolution 
Procedures: Recent Developments and 
Prospects

SCT/48

SCT Discussions: An Overview

https://www.wipo.int/geographical-indications-law/survey/protection-systems/en/selectmember
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_40/sct_40_6.pdf
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https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=53689
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=86890
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