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1. This information document contains an annotated draft agenda and a proposed timetable
of the thirty-seventh session of the Standing Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP), which will
be held in Geneva from November 3 to 7, 2025, in hybrid format.  The Committee will meet
each day from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. and 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m., Geneva time (CET).

2. The document is prepared for the convenience of all participants as requested by Member
States.  Annex I to this document contains an annotated draft agenda which was prepared on
the basis of the future work adopted at the thirty-sixth session of the SCP, held from October 14
to 18, 2024 (see the Summary by the Chair in document SCP/36/12, paragraph 33).

3. Annex II presents an indicative provisional timetable for the thirty-seventh session of the
SCP.  Taking into account the progress of the discussions and preferences expressed by
delegations during the session, the Chair may propose changes to the timing of discussions on
agenda items, as appropriate.

[Annexes follow] 
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ANNOTATED DRAFT AGENDA 

1. Opening of the session 

The Director General of WIPO (or his representative) will open the session and deliver 
welcoming remarks. 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

See document SCP/37/1 Prov.2 

3. Report on the international patent system:  Certain aspects of national/regional 
patent laws 

 See document SCP/37/2. 

This document provides the status of the updates on the SCP electronic forum website 
that contains information concerning certain aspects of national/regional patent laws.  
Member States and regional patent offices may share information on recent developments 
of national/regional patent laws with respect to various aspects, such as patentability 
requirements and related matters as well as exceptions and limitations.    

4. Exceptions and limitations to patent rights  

See document SCP/37/3. 

This document contains a draft reference document on the exception regarding farmers’ 
and/or breeders’ use of patented inventions.  It covers the objectives and goals of this 
exception, the international legal framework of the exception, as well as provisions relating 
to the exception in regional instruments and national laws, including court cases.  The 
document also includes sections on the challenges faced by Member States in 
implementing this exception under the national laws and the results of their 
implementation.  In its Appendix, legal provisions relating to this exception in national and 
regional legislations are compiled. 

Other related documents:  SCP/14/7 and SCP/19/6. 

5. Quality of patents, including opposition systems 

 See documents SCP/37/4, 5, 6 and 10 

Document SCP/37/4 contains a study on substantive and procedural requirements 
regarding the voluntary division of patent applications.  It covers, inter alia, general 
concepts and principles of divisional applications, their historical development, the 
prohibition of double patenting, potential problems associated with voluntary divisions 
such as strategic delays, patent thickets, evergreening, and increased litigation costs, 
interactions with competition law through case studies, as well as the international legal 
framework (including the Paris Convention, PCT, PLT, and TRIPS) and regional/national 
laws and practices with respect to the voluntary division of patent applications. 

Document SCP/37/5 updates document SCP/35/7, Annex, Sections V (National/Regional 
Legal Frameworks Regarding the Concept of Inventorship) and VI (The “DABUS” Case), 
based on the information received from Member States and regional patent offices.  In 
particular, Section VI has been updated to include new cases and decisions on AI as an 
inventor. 
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Document SCP/37/6 contains a report of the sharing session on the use of AI for patent 
examination procedures, held on October 17 and 18, 2023, during the thirty-fifth session 
of the SCP (October 16 to 20, 2023), and the sharing session on the use of various tools, 
including AI, for effective patent examination procedures, held on October 15, 2024, 
during the thirty-sixth session of the SCP (October 14 to 18, 2024). 

Document SCP/37/10 contains a proposal submitted by the Delegation of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia for the development of a non-binding, reference-based guidance document 
on ethical practices for patent examiners.  The members of the Committee are invited to 
consider the proposal. 

− Experts’ exchange on legal and policy options in the areas of patentability 
criteria and AI inventorship. 

External experts will be invited to an exchange on legal and policy options in the areas of 
patentability criteria and AI inventorship, based on documents SCP/36/5, SCP/35/7 and 
WIPO’s IP Policy Toolkit on “Getting the Innovation Ecosystem Ready for AI”. 

Other related documents:  SCP/17/7, 8 and 10, SCP/18/9, SCP/19/4, 
SCP/20/11 Rev., SCP/23/4, SCP/35/7 and SCP/36/5. 

6. Patents and health 

See document SCP/37/7. 

This document provides a status update by the Secretariat on the implementation of 
WIPO’s Development Agenda Recommendation 14 in relation to WIPO’s provision of 
technical assistance to developing countries and least developed countries between 
January 2020 and June 2025, and outlines the methodological aspects of the provision of 
legislative and policy advice by the Patent and Technology Law Division (PTLD). 

− Updates on the initiatives on publicly accessible databases of patent status 
information concerning medicines and vaccines. 

The Committee will continue to receive updates on the initiatives on publicly accessible 
databases of patent status information concerning medicines and vaccines. 

Other related documents:  SCP/16/7 and 7 Corr., SCP/17/11 and SCP/24/4. 

7. Confidentiality of communications between clients and their patent advisors 

− Update on a dedicated webpage on laws and practices relating to the topic. 

The Secretariat will report on updates to the dedicated webpage on laws and practices 
concerning the confidentiality of communications between clients and their patent 
advisors (the webpage is available at:  https://www.wipo.int/en/web/scp/electronic-
forum/confidentiality_advisors_clients/national_laws_practices). 

8. Transfer of technology 

  See documents SCP/37/8 and 9. 

 Document SCP/37/8 contains a report of the roundtable on issues relating to patent 
inventorship and ownership with respect to university inventions and their implications for 
technology transfer, held on October 17, 2024, during the thirty-sixth session of the SCP 
(October 14 to 18, 2024).   

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/scp/electronic-forum/confidentiality_advisors_clients/national_laws_practices
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/scp/electronic-forum/confidentiality_advisors_clients/national_laws_practices
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 Document SCP/37/9 contains a report of the sharing sessions on standard essential 
patents (SEPs) and issues related to fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory (FRAND) 
licensing issues, held on October 19, 2023, during the thirty-fifth session of the SCP 
(October 16 to 20, 2023) and on October 16 and 17, 2024, during the thirty-sixth session 
of the SCP (October 14 to 18, 2024). 

− Presentation of a dedicated webpage containing a compilation of SEP-related 
legislative and policy measures adopted by Member States, including notable 
case law. 

A dedicated webpage on SEP-related legislative and policy measures adopted by 
Member States, including notable case law, based on information submitted by them, will 
be presented by the Secretariat (the webpage is available at:  
https://www.wipo.int/web/patents/sep-related-legislative-and-policy-measures-adopted-by-
member-states-including-notable-case-law). 

− Experts’ exchange on best practices and challenges in technology transfer in 
the health and green technology sectors, focusing on industry-academia 
collaboration. 

Technology transfer experts will be invited to an exchange in preparation of a study to be 
submitted to SCP/38 on best practices and challenges in technology transfer in the health 
and green technology sectors with a particular focus on industry-academia collaboration 
and on national and international regulatory frameworks.  The exchange is intended to 
provide an opportunity for discussion of licensing models, contract structures, 
remuneration schemes, IP management, and case studies of successful strategies, as 
possible inputs for the study. 

Other related documents:  SCP/34/7 Rev. 

9. Future work  

10. Summary by the Chair 

11. Closing of the session 

[Annex II follows] 

https://www.wipo.int/web/patents/sep-related-legislative-and-policy-measures-adopted-by-member-states-including-notable-case-law
https://www.wipo.int/web/patents/sep-related-legislative-and-policy-measures-adopted-by-member-states-including-notable-case-law
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 Monday, Nov. 3, 2025 Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2025 Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025 Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025 Friday, Nov. 7, 
2025 

Morning 
Session 
10.00-
13.00 
(CET) 

1.  Opening of the 
session 
 
2.  Adoption of the 
agenda (SCP/37/1 
Prov.2) 

[General statements] 

3.  Report on 
the international patent 
system (SCP/37/2)  

 
4.  Exceptions and 
limitations to patent 
rights 
[-  General statements] 
-  Draft reference 
document on the 
exception regarding 
farmers’ and/or breeders’ 
use of patented 
inventions (SCP/37/3) 

5.  Quality of patents, including 
opposition systems [continued] 
-  Update to document SCP/35/7, 
Annex, Sections V (national/regional 
legal frameworks regarding the 
concept of inventorship) and VI (the 
“DABUS” case) (SCP/37/5) 
-  Report on the sharing sessions held 
during SCP/35 and SCP/36 on the 
use of AI and other tools in patent 
examination procedures (SCP/37/6) 
-  Proposal by the Delegation of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (SCP/37/10) 

 

5.  Quality of patents, 
including opposition systems 
[continued] 
-  Expert exchange on legal and 
policy options in the areas of 
patentability criteria and AI 
inventorship 
 
7.  Confidentiality of 
communications between 
clients and their patent 
advisors  
[-  General statements] 
-  Update on a dedicated 
webpage on laws and practices 
relating to the confidentiality of 
communications between clients 
and their patent advisors 

8.  Transfer of 
technology [continued] 
-  Experts’ exchange on 
best practices and 
challenges in technology 
transfer in the health and 
green technology sectors, 
focusing on industry-
academia collaboration 
-  Report of the sharing 
sessions on SEPs and 
FRAND licensing-related 
issues held during SCP/35 
and SCP/36 (SCP/37/9) 
-  Presentation of a 
dedicated webpage 
containing a compilation of 
SEP-related legislative and 
policy measures adopted by 
Member States, including 
notable case law 

9.  Future 
work [continued] 
 
 

Afternoon 
Session 
15.00-
18.00 
(CET) 

 

5.  Quality of patents, 
including opposition 
systems 
[-  General statements] 
-  Study on substantive 
and procedural 
requirements regarding 
the voluntary division of 
patent applications by 
applicants, including the 
prohibition of double 
patenting (SCP/37/4) 

6.  Patents and health 
[-  General statements] 
-  Updates on certain publicly 
accessible databases of patent status 
information concerning medicines and 
vaccines 
-  Status update on implementation of 
WIPO’s Development Agenda 
Recommendation 14 as it relates to 
WIPO’s provision of technical 
assistance to developing countries 
and LDCs (SCP/37/7) 

8.  Transfer of technology 
[-  General statements] 
-  Report of the roundtable held 
during SCP/36 on issues 
relating to patent inventorship 
and ownership with respect to 
university inventions and their 
implications for technology 
transfer (SCP/37/8) 

9.  Future work 10.  Summary by 
the Chair 
 
11.  Closing of 
the session 

 
 

[End of Annex II and of document]  


