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Background

▪ SCP/36 decision for Secretariat to prepare a status update on the 

implementation of Development Agenda Recommendation 14 

relating to WIPO’s provision of technical assistance to developing 

countries and LDCs (under agenda item Patents and Health)

▪ Reco 14: “Within the framework of the agreement between WIPO and the 

WTO, WIPO shall make available advice to developing countries and 

LDCs, on the implementation and operation of the rights and obligations 

and the understanding and use of flexibilities contained in the TRIPS 

Agreement.”
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SCP/37/7
Scope of the status update

SCP/37/7 contains the requested status update

▪ including all completed legislative and policy advice projects per year between January 2020 

and June 2025

▪ in the field of patents and related forms of IP (utility models, trade secrets, layout designs of 

integrated circuits)

▪ going beyond assistance provided merely in relation to the TRIPS Agreement to reflect an 

integrated approach

▪ reflecting only assistance provided to developing countries and LDCs (not countries in 

transition)

▪ capturing activities by the Patent and Technology Law Division and the Building Respect for IP 

Division, from a statistical and methodological point of view
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Deliverables and statistics:
Patent and Technology Law Division

▪ Types of assistance: comments on existing or draft laws and regulations, 

including draft amendments; drafting new provisions; advisory input on policy, 

law or practice; support in the adoption process and stakeholder alignment; 

targeted review of national IP strategies; awareness raising and capacity 

building

▪ 83 developing countries and LDCs assisted during the period Jan 2020 – 

June 2025

▪ Data based on CDIP reports on implementation of DA Recommendations

▪ Broad geographical distribution
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Deliverables and statistics:
Patent and Technology Law Division
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Deliverables and statistics:
Patent and Technology Law Division
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Deliverables and statistics:
Patent and Technology Law Division

0

5

10

15

20

25

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025*

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
P

ro
je

ct
s

Year (2025 figures from January-June)

African Countries Arab Countries Latin America & Caribbean Countries Asia-Pacific Countries



 
WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

8

Deliverables and statistics:
Building Respect for IP Division

▪ Types of assistance: review and the provision of comments relating to 

enforcement-related provisions in laws and regulations relating to 

patents, utility models, layout designs (topographies) of integrated 

circuits, or trade secrets; broader IP or industrial property laws and 

regulations that include enforcement measures; and standalone laws 

or regulations on IP enforcement procedures.

▪ 18 developing countries and LDCs assisted during the period Jan 2020 

– June 2025

▪ Broad geographical distribution



 
WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

9

Deliverables and statistics:
Building Respect for IP Division
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New services and resources
in support of developing countries and LDCs

Patent Law Helpdesk

Toolkit in Patent and Technology Law for

Member States graduating from Least Developed Country status
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Methodology of legislative and policy advice
of the Patent and Technology Law Division I

Deliverables:

▪ Regular consultations (online and on site) and drafting workshops

▪ Written remarks (structured analysis and suggestions)

▪ Explanatory notes (on the interpretation of draft legal provisions)

▪ Policy briefs (short overview of a particular policy matter and options)

▪ Questionnaires (gathering contextual and institutional information)

▪ Awareness raising and capacity building (strengthen national understanding)
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Methodology of legislative and policy advice
of the Patent and Technology Law Division II

Phases of assistance:

▪ Initial review

▪ first assessment of the submitted text 

▪ resulting in Project Brief with proposed scope, deliverables, timeline

▪ endorsement needed from the MS partner
▪ serves as terms of reference for the entire project (while remaining adaptable)

▪ Comprehensive review

▪ substantive analysis and formulation of advice

▪ iterative process of reviewing comments, through written means and consultations 

▪ Post-review assistance

▪ Facilitation of effective implementation

▪ May take the form of drafting or refining secondary legislation, offering clarifications, or 

delivering capacity building
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Methodology of legislative and policy advice
of the Patent and Technology Law Division III

Core analytical dimensions:

▪ Clarity and coherence

▪ Legal certainty, structure, consistency with legal context

▪ Alignment with international obligations

▪ Non-authoritative assessment of conformity with international obligations

▪ TRIPS, WIPO-administered treaties, regional and bilateral obligations

▪ Suggestions are made while safeguarding policy discretion

▪ Identification of policy options

▪ Analysis of key policy choices with their legal and practical implications

▪ Exploration of alternative approaches and providing comparative insights

▪ Matching options with national objectives, implementation capacity, access to technology
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Final remarks
on legislative and policy assistance

▪ Request-based, iterative consultative process for tailored assistance

▪ Progressive drafting and targeted policy input

▪ Internal coordination with other units at the International Bureau essential

▪ Safeguarding national discretion to make policy choices and draft national 

legislation

▪ Commitment and ownership at the Member State is key to success

▪ Structured delivery of work products observant of the absorption rate of 

information provided as well as context and objective of the project 



 

Thank you for your attention.
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