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1. The Annex to this document contains a proposal submitted by the Delegation of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia concerning the development of a non-binding, reference-based
Guidance Document on Ethical Practices for Patent Examiners.  This proposal is submitted for
consideration by the Committee under item 5 of the draft agenda:  Quality of patents, including
opposition systems.

2. The members of the Standing
Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP)
are invited to consider the contents of the
Annex.

[Annex follows] 
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PROPOSAL BY THE DELEGATION OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A GUIDANCE DOCUMENT ON ETHICAL PRACTICES FOR PATENT 
EXAMINERS 

Introduction 

1. Patent examiners play a pivotal role in the global innovation ecosystem.  Their work 
directly impacts the quality of decisions on granting legal protection for inventions and 
institutional trust in national/international patent systems. 

2. Further, the patent examination profession requires exceptional objectivity and 
impartiality, due to the sensitivity of decisions affecting intellectual property rights, industry, 
innovation, and scientific research. 

3. The present proposal aims to enhance professional and ethical practices in the patent 
examination environment by inviting Member States of the Standing Committee on the Law of 
Patents (SCP) to develop a non-binding Guidance Document on Ethical Practices for Patent 
Examiners (hereinafter “Guidance Document”).  The Guidance Document would define 
principles of professional conduct and ethical values to be upheld by examiners, and would 
serve as a standardized reference, intended for discretionary use, to ensure high 
professionalism, integrity, and impartiality in their duties.  In addition, the Guidance Document 
could provide ethical guidance on the responsible use of AI and digital examination tools, given 
their increasing role in patent examination. 

4. This proposal addresses the gap between general professional conduct rules adopted by 
some international organizations and the daily ethical challenges faced by patent examiners in 
technical and legal tasks.  The proposed Guidance Document would focus specifically on ethics 
related to technical and legal examination processes, considering the uniqueness of technical 
assessments, information sensitivity, and complexities of potential conflicts of interest. 

5. A dedicated guidance framework will promote consistency, neutrality, and reliability in 
examination decisions internationally, enhancing stakeholders’ confidence in their integrity. 

6. In addition, a unified international professional guide will serve to harmonize examination 
practices among Member States’ patent offices, raise institutional awareness of ethical 
dimensions, help identify, manage, and prevent potential conflicts of interest, and support 
transparency and equity within the global IP ecosystem. 

Proposal for the development of a Guidance Document on Ethical Practices for Patent 
Examiners 

7. It is proposed that the SCP consider the following: 

(a) Encouraging Member States to submit written inputs on existing policies, initiatives, 
practices, challenges or studies related to ethical frameworks for patent examiners. 

(b) Tasking the Secretariat with compiling a synthesis document analyzing inputs from 
Member States and observers, including common principles and best practices. 

(c) Developing a non-binding Guidance Document on Ethical Practices for Patent 
Examiners, intended for use at the discretion of Member States, aimed at: 

(i) fostering examiners’ professional responsibility in serving innovation, 
economic development, and the public interest; 
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(ii) promoting adherence to ethical principles of fairness, transparency, and 
neutrality throughout examination; 

(iii) enhancing stakeholders’ trust in the credibility of decisions issued by 
examination offices; 

(iv) building institutional awareness of ethical dimensions and clarifying governing 
behavioral frameworks; and 

(v) helping identify, manage, and prevent potential conflicts of interest through 
equitable guidelines. 

(d) Ensuring all stages of this work respect the reference-based nature of this proposal 
and the regulatory/professional particularities of each Member State. 

8. This initiative would complement global efforts on patent quality and examiner capacity 
building, ensuring that ethical standards evolve alongside technical and procedural 
developments. 

9. The Delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia looks forward to discussing the proposal 
further with the other Member States and reaffirms its readiness to engage in consultations on 
this matter, with a view to developing the non-binding Guidance Document, intended for 
discretionary adoption, that could serve as a reference tool for Member States.  

10.  The Delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia also suggests that the Committee 
consider establishing an informal working group to further elaborate the draft Guidance 
Document in consultation with interested members.  

[End of Annex and of document] 


