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1.
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its fourth session, in January 2004, created Task No.34 which was requested to prepare an XML (eXtensible Markup Language) standard for the electronic external process and exchange of trademark data”.  The SDWG also agreed then that the Trademark Standards Task Force should work in close cooperation with the Working Group (XML Standard for Trademarks) of the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM), the TM-XML OHIM’s WG.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/4/14, paragraph 43.)

2.
At the fifth session of the SDWG, in November 2004, the Leader of the Trademark Standards Task Force reported that the Task Force and the TM-XML OHIM’s WG had agreed, at their joint meeting on January 29, 2004, that once the OHIM XML Working Group had completed its work concerning an XML standard for trademarks, the Trademark Standards Task Force would take that work as input for its own work, i.e., that of preparing a draft standard to present, for consideration by the SDWG, as a proposal for the adoption of a new WIPO standard.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/5/13, paragraph 33.)

3.
At the seventh session, in May/June 2006, the SDWG noted that the TM-XML OHIM’s WG had almost completed the work on the preparation of the XML standard for trademarks which would be forwarded in due course to the Trademark Standards Task Force as input to be included in a future WIPO standard.  The SDWG welcomed the support offered by the International Bureau (IB) to share the leadership of the Trademark Standards Task Force with the Korean Intellectual Property Office and, in close collaboration with the OHIM, to lead discussions related to the XML standard for trademarks.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/7/9, paragraphs 45 and 46.)

4.
On the basis of the agreements referred to above for the preparation of the XML standard for trademarks, in June 2006, the IB set up the WIPO Standard ST.66 Forum within the framework of the Trademark Standards Task Force.  The members of the Forum are the same as those of the Trademark Standards Task Force.

5.
Taking into account of the input mentioned in above paragraph 3, the WIPO Standard ST.66 Forum has prepared a draft proposal for a new XML standard for trademarks, i.e., WIPO Standard ST.66.  This proposal, including the List of Acronyms and Abbreviations (Appendix D), is reproduced in the Annex to this document, for consideration and approval by the SDWG.  The XML Dictionary (Appendix A), the XML Schema (Appendix B), the Associated Class Diagram (Appendix C) and the ST.36 Compatibility Form (Appendix E) of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.66 will be made available separately and only in electronic form, also for consideration and approval by the SDWG, in the same area of WIPO’s website, along with the working documents of the eighth session of the SDWG (http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=12446).

6.
With regard to the continuous revising and updating of the new WIPO Standard ST.66, it would be convenient to set up a “fast track” procedure for the consideration and approval of the revisions of the main part and appendices of the Standard.  To update and revise WIPO Standard ST.66, the ST.66 Forum proposes, for consideration and approval by the SDWG, the following:

(a)
that the current ST.66 Forum within the Trademark Standards Task Force would now become the ST.66 Task Force with the IB as Task Force Leader;

(b)
that any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.66 presented to the IB be forwarded directly to the ST.66 Task Force for consideration and approval;

(c)
that the ST.66 Task Force be initially authorized to adopt revisions of WIPO Standard ST.66;

(d)
that a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.66 be forwarded to the SDWG for consideration whenever a proposed revision becomes controversial, i.e., that it is not possible to reach consensus among the ST.66 Task Force members;  and

(e)
that the ST.66 Task Force Leader inform the SDWG of any revision of ST.66 adopted by the Task Force at the first occasion.

7.
In light of the detailed technical nature of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.66, it is requested, exceptionally, that technical comments and questions concerning this document and the XML Dictionary, XML Schema, Associated Class Diagram and the ST.36 Compatibility Form of WIPO Standard ST.66 be submitted in writing to the International Bureau in advance of the SDWG meeting to be held from March 19 to 22, 2007, in order to develop detailed technical answers.

8.
The SDWG is invited:


(a)
to formally adopt “WIPO Standard ST.66 - Recommendation for the Processing of Trademark Information Using XML (eXensible Markup Language)” as the name of the proposed standard; 


(b)
to consider and approve WIPO Standard ST.66, reproduced in the Annex to this document, along with the XML Dictionary (Appendix A), XML Schema (Appendix B), Associated Class Diagram (Appendix C), the List of Acronyms and Abbreviations (Appendix D) and the ST.36 Compatibility Form (Appendix E) of the Standard referred to in paragraph 5, above;  and

(c)
to consider and approve the “fast track” procedure for the continuous revising and updating of WIPO Standard ST.66 referred to in paragraph 6, above.

[Annex follows]

