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 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its fourth session, in January 2004, adopted a timetable for the consideration of proposed WIPO Standard ST.36 (Recommendation for the Processing of Patent Documents Using XML (Extensible Markup Language)) (SCIT/SDWG/4/14, paragraphs 86 and 87).  In accordance with this timetable, a draft of the proposed Standard has been reviewed by the Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards (EDPES) Task Force, and is annexed to this document for consideration and approval by the SDWG.  

 AUTONUM  
The Annex describes the actual Standard that is under consideration.  Supplementary material related to proposed WIPO Standard ST.36 such as document type definitions (DTDs), International Common Elements (ICE), and examples which are not part of the standard are described and listed at http://www.wipo.int/en/taskfrce/edpes/dtds.html.  This list will be updated as these supplementary materials are received by the International Bureau.  Annexes A and B to the Standard will also be available at the above address.

 AUTONUM  
In light of the detailed technical nature of this document, it is requested, exceptionally, that technical comments and questions concerning this document be submitted in writing to the International Bureau in advance of the SDWG meeting to be held in November 2004, in order to permit the development of detailed technical answers.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG is invited:


(a)
to formally adopt “WIPO Standard ST.36 (Recommendation for the Processing of Patent Documents Using XML (Extensible Markup Language))” as the name of the proposed standard; 


(b)
to consider and approve WIPO Standard ST.36, found in the Annex to this document.

[Annex follows]

