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1.
At its fourth session, held from January 26 to 30, 2004, the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) adopted a revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C in order to improve the quality of patent family data and to avoid confusion in the presentation of priority application numbers.  The said revision, as well as the revision of 

the same Standard that was adopted by the SDWG at its third session, in May 2003, also intended to bring the Standard into line with the reform of the International Patent Classification (IPC) (SCIT/SDWG/4/14, paragraphs 20 to 30, and SCIT/SDWG/3/9, paragraphs 20, 21, and 27 to 30).

2.
The IPC Committee of Experts, at its 34th session, from February 23 to 27, 2004, decided to postpone the entering into force of the reformed IPC until January 1, 2006 (IPC/CE/34/10, paragraphs 36 to 47).  As a consequence of this postponement, 

a further revision of WIPO Standards ST.8 and ST.10/C became necessary.  In order to propose consistent revisions of these two Standards for the consideration by the SDWG, the ST.8 and ST.10/C Task Forces exchanged views on this matter.  Document SCIT/SDWG/5/3 addresses the question concerning the impact of the said postponement on WIPO Standard ST.8.

3.
On July 13, 2004, the Japan Patent Office (JPO), as Leader of the ST.10/C Task Force, submitted a report of the Task Force on its progress, conclusions, proposals and remaining work to be completed, for consideration by the SDWG.  This report is reproduced as an Annex to this document with Appendices 1 to 3 thereto.  An oral report on the status of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C will also be presented at the fifth session of the SDWG.

4.
Appendix 1 of the Annex to this document reproduces the Minutes of the meeting held by the ST.10/C Task Force on January 28, 2004.  At that meeting, the Task Force discussed the second phase of the process to carry out Task No. 30, since the first phase of this process had already been considered completed by the SDWG (SCIT/SDWG/4/14, paragraph 30).

5.
Appendix 2 of the Annex to this document is a proposal for a revised version of the description of Task No. 30 which reflects the inclusion of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 within the scope of Task No. 30.  This revised version was prepared by the ST.10/C Task Force for consideration and approval by the SDWG.  The new description of Task 

No. 30, if approved by the SDWG, would also be reflected in the corresponding pages of Annex 1 to document SCIT/SDWG/5/10 (Task List of the SDWG).
6.
Subsequent to the above-mentioned postponement of the entering into force of the reformed IPC, the International Bureau (IB), having consulted and agreed thereon with the ST.10/C Task Force, published the revised Editorial Note to WIPO Standard ST.10/C which is now available on WIPO’s website (http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/standards/standards.htm).  In addition, the ST.10/C Task Force noticed that a further revision of paragraph 3 of WIPO Standard ST.10/C was necessary due to the said postponement;  the proposed revision of this paragraph is reproduced in Appendix 3 to the Annex to this document.

7.
The SDWG is invited:

(a)
to note the report of the ST.10/C Task Force and the oral report referred to in paragraph 3, above;

(b)
to consider and approve the revised description of Task No. 30, in particular the inclusion of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 within the scope of this Task, as proposed in Appendix 2 to the Annex to this document;  and

(c)
to consider and adopt the proposal concerning the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C as reproduced in Appendix 3 to the Annex to this document.

[Annex follows]

